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Egypt said to hold Islamists 
}, , ov6r Pakistan bonblZ 

-CAIRO (R) — Egyptian miliian, 

^dterrogacng dozens of susnenX? P^cutore are 
; l£95 suicide bombing ihai MuLf i s Islam,sts over a 
Embassy in Pakistan « Egypt’, 

^emtenogauon includes up so ^ 0,1 Frida y- 
rfjoui 15 were extradited by o^her 50 1 * 0 ?**' of whom 
source. “A presidential decree ‘■°. unir,c s’' said one 
refemng the file from suite se^uritt JS'SS !ast wcek - 
cution” The sources said South* 2r° ^J ,tar y Prase- 
Tareq Ali Salama, an alleged over 

Jihad (holy war) group, aldlvI^o^L 01 *5? aclivist 
weeks ago. There' V ^ 10 E J»P‘ ■»» 

Egypt of activists by other coimi^. LMadltlons 10 
Albania and Bulgaria.!,, n. ccm mo n ^”- Particularly 
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13 1| Israel calls Palestinian crackdown 
lpl| on Hamas 'public relations’ show 
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Palestinian protester shot 
at Israeli troops: Army 

NABLUS (AFP) — A Palestinian protester shot at 
Israeli soldiers Thursday as they dispersed demonstra- 
tors near the West Bank town of Nablus, an Israeli 
army spokesman said. One of the protesters opened 
fire at the soldiers with a revolver after they fired rob- 
ber-coated metal bullets into the air to make the 
demonstrators scatter, the spokesman said. There were 
do casualties, the spokesman said. A bullet case 
retrieved from the site was taken to the lab for ballis- 
tic tests, the spokesman added. 
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King Hussein starts 5th 
chemotherapy session 
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TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel showed deep scepti- 
cism Friday over the latest 
Palestinian National 
Authority crackdown on 
Islamists, calling ic a 
“public relatipns' ? gambit 
to save the Wye River 
peace accord. 

“These are reactive steps 
and do not reflect a desire 
to truly destroy the 1 terror- 
ist infrastructure” David 
Bar-Ulan, a spokesman for 
Pome Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, said of the 
crackdown launched after 
a suicide bomb attack 
Thursday against an 
Israeli school bus in Gaza. 

. The attack, which 
missed the bus full of Jew- 
ish settler children but 
lolled an Israeli soldier 
guarding the vehicle, was 
claimed by the Isl ami c 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas), the main Pales- 
tinian group still engaged 
in armed struggle against 
Israel. 

In response, Palestinian 
police arrested dozens of 
Hamas activists, including 
several of the group's top 
representatives." and in an 
unprecedented move put 
the movement's founder 
and v spiritual leader, 
Ahmad Yassin, 
Uhder house arrest. 

But Bar-Ulan said the 


roundup was superficial 
and designed simply to 
ensure that Israel will 
begin implementing the 
peace accord that was 
signed a week ago in 
Washington and is due to 
come into effect on Mon- 
day. 

'This is the kind of thing 
that is obviously done for 
the sake of public rela- 
tions” he told AFP. 

“A true fight against ter- 
rorism doesn't wait for an 
attack, it tackles the infra- 
structure before an 
attack," he said. 

"It would have been 
much easier to be satisfied 
had these show arrests not 
taken place in the past 
with very meagre conse- 
quences,” he said, accus- 
ing the Palestinians of 
having detained suspected 
terrorists in the past under 
Israeli pressure only to 
release them once the 
spotlight was off. 

Bar-lllan accused Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat of ordering the 
crackdown to “satirfy the 
United States now that the 
beginning of the imple- 
mentation of the Washing- 
ton agreement seems to be 
at risk" because of Thurs- 
day's bombing. 

Under the peace accord 
reached during nine days 


Tarawneh, Arafat 
to hold talks today 


poses tori 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh is 
expected to meet with Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafat 
in Ramallah today for discus- 
sions on recent developments 
inifcepeace process and trade 
exchanges between the two 
sides, an official said Friday. 

Discussions will focus on 
the • joint memorandum 
signed in Amman last month 
on bilateral economic and 
trade relations, and on "ways 
and means of activating its 
iraplemervtation,” Minister of 
loforination Nasser Judeh 
told the Jordan Times. 

The implementation of the 
(FWestiniaa-Zsraeli) Wye 
"Accords, should facilitate the 
implementation of some 
issues in the memorandum, 
especially in relation to 
trade,” said Judeh. 

The minister also said the 
visit primarily aims to 


express Jordan’s continued 
support for the Palestinian 
cause especially in the com- 
ing few weeks, expected to 
be crucial as the Wye accords 
are implemented and final 
status issues begin. 

The prime minister's nip 
is to meet President Arafat 
and to congratulate him on 
the conclusion and the sign- 
ing of the Wye accords and 
the fine performance of 
Chairman Arafat and his 
negotiating team, particularly 
in view of the active partici- 
pation of His Majesty King 
Hussein," Judeh said. 

Asked if talks would also 
focus on final status issues, 
Judeh stud "everything will 
be discussed." But he added, 
“Jordan does not have a for- 
mal role as such, in as much 
as it has vital interests in the 
topics to be discussed in final 
status issues." 


Defying U.S. law: 

Voices in the Wilderness 
delivers more aid to Iraq 


bus 5? 
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BAGHDAD (AP) — A U.S. 
aid group has delivered medi- 
cines worth thousands of dol- 
lars to tvra hospitals in Bagh- 
dad, defying a U.S. ban on 
dealing with Iraq, a group 
member said Friday. 

It is the 17th donation trip to 
Iraq by \foices in the Wilder- 
ness, a Chicago-based group 
whose members had camped 
out chi the Iraq- Kuwait border 
in early 1991 in a symbolic 
gesture to prevent the Gulf 
wan 

The war liberated Kuwait 
from Iraqi occupation, which 
had led. to UK economic 
sanctions in 1990. Iraq ^y 25 

eight years of embaigo has left 

its hospitals critically short of 
medical supplies. 

"Our answer is to continue 
visiting Iraq, bringing more 
medicines as a symbol of our 
desire to heal the wounds that 


our government continues to 
inflict on the people of Iraq,” 
said Henry Williamson, 45, of 
Charleston, South Carolina. _ 
Although U.S. laws prohibit 
Americans from dealing with 
Iraq, no member of die charily 
has been prosecuted. 

Still, the U.S. government 
has warned the group that its 
members can be imprisoned 

for up to 12 years tx- fined over 

SI million, said Jeff Guntrel, 
another aid worker. 

All this "for ibe simple act of 

bringing nrfcmesioantai; 

hospital... This is madness. 
Sow! 38, who £ cd to 

first nip io In*) Jjjh ® 

tfie Wilderness. The aidgroup 

j^edseserallhousaadsdcJ- 

£s w°«h of mediemarodfi 
Ba! 4 idad hospital dunng this 

STS visited g°'«- 

^ of Mosul to check the 

needs of its hospitals. 


of negotiations ai the Wye 
River retreat near Wash- 
ington, Israeli is required 
to withdraw from another 
13 per cent of the Wot 
Bank over three months. 

In tandem, the Palestini- 
ans must initiate a detailed 
counter-terrorism pro- 
gramme aimed at rooting 
out Hamas and other 
armed groups opposed to 
peace. The U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency was 
given the task of judging 
whether the Palestinians’ 
counter-terror campaign is 
sincere. 

Nationalist hard-liners 
who hold u dominant posi- 
tion in Netanyahu's fragile 
coalition government 
fiercely oppose the land- 
lor-seeurity deal and after 
Thursday’s attack 

demanded it be scrapped. 

Bar-llian hinted that 
unless a more concerted 
battle against violence was 
quickly forthcoming, 
Israel could hold up 
implementation of the 
accord. 

“Now there isn't a sys- 
tematic. methodic, con- 
stant fight against terror- 
ism, which must be 
waged, or else, it's as sim- 
ple as that ” he said. 

Israel’s hard-line foreign 
minister, Ariel Sharon, 
however took a softer line 


Jordan calls for 
end to violence 


AMMAN (A^P) j&gin called Friday for an end » 
the chain of violence in die Middle Em after a suicide 
bomb attack in the Gaza Strip on Thursday left an Israeli 
soldier dead. 

“It seems that [thl^attaekl is aemttmiiatioiiorihedrain 
of violence and t^mec^ekoct which oar region h as 
suffered for ages due to non-ftalfilmeat of commitments," 
lafommiiou Minister Nasser Judeh said. 

Judeh, quoted by the Joc&tn News Agency. Petra, said 
Jordan is "looking forward to the end of this chain 
through the im0e^UHiuJon of agreements by *U 
invoked/* - • t -. 

The information minister called on aft parties to sup- 


Friday, stressing that 
"Israel will respect ;ls part 
of the agreement despite 
the difficulties if the 
Palestinians honour their 
commitments.” 

Bar-Ulan complained 
that the Palestinians had 
not arrested key Hamas 
militants identified by 
Israel as responsible for 
terrorist attacks and whose 
detention is required under 
the Wye River accord — 
notably Mohammad Deif, 
(he suspected head of (he 
Hamas. military wing. in 
Gazu. 

“We gave them a fist of 
30 known terrorists. 


including Mohammad 
Deif, who's been hiding in 
Gaza for three years and 
whose whereabouts are 
known very well to the 
Palestinian police but who 
hasn't been molested 
once” he said. 

Palestinian officials dis- 
counted Bar-UIan's criti- 
cism and said they were 
actively hunting down 
known members of Izzed- 
dine Al Q as sain, Hamas’ 
armed branch. 

“We are looking for Deif 
and have been for some 
limv/' a Pjrfestiniafi securi- 
ty official told AFP on 
condition of anonymity. 


AMMAN (Agencies) — 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent. 
Thursday telephoned His 
Majesty King Hussein io 
enquire about his health as 
he started the fifth of six 
chemotherapy sessions at 
the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minnesota. 

Hie King reassured 
Prince Hasxan that the 
treatment was proceeding 
very well and that the 
results of the fourth session 
were very encouraging and 
better than expected. 

Prince Hassan conveyed 
to the King the Jordanian 
people’s deep affection and 
eagerness for the King’s 
safe return. 

In a statement Wednesday 
the Mayo Clink: said King 
Hussein is responding posi- 
tively to the cancer treat- 
ment he has been undergo- 
ing and should complete 
treatment in three to four 
weeks. 

"His Majesty's Mayo 
Clinic physicians are very 
pleased with the progress of 
treatment, as well as his 
positive response to the 
treatment,” the clinic said in 


a brief written statement. 
“He has not yet completed 
his therapy, but his treat- 
ment remains on schedule. 
His Majesty remains in 
excellent spirits,'’ it added. 

"It’s fair to say he could 
be out in three to four 
weeks," Mayo Clinic 
spokeswoman Jane Jacobs 
told AFP. 

The b2«year-old Monarch 
has been at the medical 
centre since late July, 
receiving chemotherapy 
treatment for non-Hodgkins 
lymphoma. 

Also on Thursday King 
Hussein sent a cable to 
Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Sa’d 
Havel Srour in reply to 
Srour's cable of apprecia- 
tion for the King's role in 
the Wye Plantation talks 
which ended with a Pales- 
rinian- Israeli agreement on 
redeployment in the Pales- 
tinian territories. 

The King played a key 
role in the nine-day bar- 
gaining in Maryland 
between Israeli Premier 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat that spawned the 



accord and broke a 19- 
monch impasse in the peace 
process. 

King Hussein said in his 
cable to Stour that his con- 
tribution to the talks 
stemmed from his belief in 
the cause of supporting the 
Palestinian brothers to 
attain their legitimate rights 
on their own Palestinian 
soil. 

He said his participation 
in the meetings was part of 
his endeavour to help 
achieve a just, durable and 
comprehensive peace in the 
region. 


Regent highlights King’s 
role in Wye peace talks 


Arafat condemns Israeli 
settlement expansion plans 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — 
Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat assailed 
Israel on Friday for plan- 
ning further building in 
Jewish settlements, call- 
ing it a violation of new 
peace accords signed only 
a week ago. 

"These are unilateral 
actions which we agreed 
should be stopped," Arafat 
said when asked about 
reports that Israel was 
planning to add another 
1,000 homes to settle- 
ments in the occupied 
West Bank. 

The houses are due to be 
built in settlements which 
will fall within Palestin- 
ian-controlled areas fol- 
lowing land transfers 
required under the land- 
for-security deal signed in 
Washington, according to 
the Israeli press. 

Under the so-called Wye 
River memorandum, both 
Israelis and Palestinians 
agreed to refrain from 
“unilateral actions” that 
“will change the status of 
the West Bank or Gaza 
Strip.” 

(Continued on page 3) 



A Palestinian 0rl holding a national flag sits on the ground 
Friday in the West Bank town of Ramallah as she waits for 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat (AFP photo) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
said on Thursday that His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
played a very significant 
role in Wye Plantation 
talks that ended with a 
Palestinian-Israeli agree- 
ment. 

Speaking in an interview 
with the CNN, Prince Has- 
san said the King's contri- 
bution was appreciated by 
all the concerned parties. 
Indeed, he said, the King 
has been working to 
achieve a just and durable 
peace since 1 967. 

Following are major 
excerpts of the interview: 

Q. It is the first time in 
fact that you saw the King 
since he went for treatment 
at the Mayo Clinic, in that 
ceremony in Washington, 
the King literally stole the 
show, how did you feel? 

A. 1 was deeply moved 
and encouraged, I saw him 
fulfilling an achievement in 
terms of the Wye River 
talks. As he said it was a 
shot in the aim and 1 think 
his morale was high. Thai 
was clearly very upbeat. 
Here is King Hussein who 
has contributed so much 
since the 1967 war to con- 
solidate peacemaking. 
Think about our children 
and their children's chidren. 

Q. President Clinton has 
said that the King has a 
prominent role in the Wye 


Accord, what do you say 
about that? 

A. I think that the preva- 
lence of moderation in the 
region is essential when 
you talk about an Arab Jor- 
danian identify east of the 
River, Palestinian identity 
west of the River. The latter 
is important to consolidate 
demography of Palestinians 
living on Palestinian soil 
and continue to live on 
Palestinian soil to fulfil 
their ambition which is 
clearly to anrive at a state- 
hood and then the final 
peace treaty will be com- 
pleted with the definition of 
israeli-Palesiinian borders. 
Of course, there should be 
an assurance that there will 
never ever be forced or 
implicit migration of peo- 
ple from the Palestinian 
territories. 

Q. Do you think that this 
agreement is going to 
work? 

A. I believe that we have 
to take it on its merit and 
think that politically we 
have to recognise the 
importance of Palestinians 
taking their rights fully 
towards the final status. 

(J. What is your judge- 
ment? Has Netanyahu now 
opted for peace? 

A. 1 don’t think that there 
can be any process without 
talks. I think he is more 
decisive and more commit- 
ted as a result of focussing 
on the peace process. 1 hope 


that the talks will continue. 

Q. What do you think that 
the U.S. role is now moving 
from a facilitator and medi- 
ator and to an active part- 
ner, is it a healthy thing? 

A. Well, fee reference two 
days ago to the Oslo-Clin- 
ton is a qualitative jump 
forward. The commitment 
of the U.S. is unprecedent- 
ed in underlining the secu- 
rity guarantees for all and 
commitment to both par- 
ties. The Middle East 
peace process has been put 
back on the international 
agenda and surely this will 
have deep effect on com- 
prehensive security ques- 
tions, including the 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

Q.What can you tell us 
about the prospects of King 
Hussein’s return? 

A.We expect certainly 
that he will be back to the 
country. But, of course, 
every thing depends on his 
chemotherapy. 1 think peo- 
ple have talked time and 
again about the health of 
His Majesty since he 
assumed his Constitutional 
powers. All Jordanians are 
awaiting the King’s return 
but as I said before the King 
expects us to bear our 
responsibilities so that we 
can tell everyone we have 
achieved stability and 
progress in the Kingdom 
which the King has sought 
to achieve. 


Turkish commandos storm hijacked plane, free hostages, kill hijacker 


ANKARA (AFP) — Bite 
Turkish special forces 
stormed a hijacked Turkish 
Airlines plane at Ankara air- 
port early Friday, killing the 
Kurdish hijacker and releas- 
ing all 38 hostages 
unharmed, officials said. 

Hiridsh Transport Minister 
Ahmet DenizoJgun said the 
assault by 25 members of the 
special forces lasted 15 min- 
utes and was launched at 
about 4:30 a.m., some six 
and a half hours after the 
Boeing 737 landed. 

Interior Minister Kutlu 
Aktas said the hijacker was 
armed with a 7.65 mm pistol 
and a hand-grenade, which 
he had no time to use before 
being killed with several bul- 


lets. 

The hijacking began on 
Thursday amid celebrations 
of the 75th annrvereary of die 
founding of modem Turkey, 
which occurred as a result of 
a treaty in Lausanne, 
Switzerland that dashed Kur- 
dish hopes for autonomy. 

The hijacker's identity and 
aims were still unclear but 
Aktas said he was "a mem- 
ber of the separatist terror 
organisation. 1 ' the Kurdish . 
Labour Party (PKK). 

And security officials said 
the man had described him- 
self as a PKK supporter in 
his negotiations with the air- 
port tower. 

He at first demanded to be 
flown to Lausanne, later 


changing his mind and ask- 
ing to go to the Bulgarian 
capital Sofia. 

The hijacker's papers iden- 
tifying him as Mursel Peker 
were almost certainly fuged, 
the Anatolia news agency 
cited security officials as 
saying. 

The hijacker seized control 
of the aircraft shortly after it 
rouk off from the southern 
Turkish town of Adana tibr 
Ankara on Thursday 
evening. The plane, carrying 
33 passengers including the 
hijacker, and six crew, land- 
ed in Ankara at about 10:00 
p.ru., after which the author- 
ities began negotiating with 
the hijacker. 

Among the passengers 


were 20 doctors bound far a 
congress in Ankara and at 
least one baby. There were 
no foreign names on the pas- 
senger list. 

Special forces took up 
positions on the darkened 
airfield as the negotiations 
dragged on for hours. Final- 
ly, word was given for the 
assault. 

The special forces team 
entered the plane from the 
rear while the hijacker was in 
the cockpit, stealthily moved 
up the aisle and surprised the 
hijacker in the cockpit, 
killing him with several 
shots. 

Before the raid, Anatolia 
Reported the authorities had 
agreed to refuel the aircraft at 


about midnight, citing one of 
the hostages contacted by 
telephone as saying the 
hijacker wanted to be flouro 
out of Turkey. 

Earlier Prime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz had demanded 
that the women and children 
aboard should be freed 
before the refuelling went 
ahead. 

NTT' television said Aktas 
had personally conducted 
negotiations with the hijack- 
er from the airport control 
tower. 

The hijacking, the fourth in 
Turkish airspace this year, 
came as the country celebrat- 
ed the 75th anniversary of 
the proclamation of the Turk- 
ish Republic, whose founda- 


tion was made possible Y 
the Treaiy of Lausan 
signed in 1923. 

The Lausanne TV 
dashed Kurdish hopes * 
autonomous region ir r a 
eastern Anatolia, •“ . 

for m the 1920 Sev-' roups 
that was revised in 
The Kurds " en f a 
against the new or . - a 
1925, in a rev. rA u-,rh,n 
swiftly put d “P^" 

Republic’s fr Arafal s 
KemalAtar «cent peace 
ThePKJ^lect illegal 

for an r rom llke 
homelf 

■fl^p.d to ease tensions, 
gl e i paid a condolence 
Friday on the family 
he slain Fateh member, 
<asimTarifi, 17. 
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Iran’s supreme leader 
blasts Arafat over 
Mideast peace deal 



TURKISH PLANE HIJACKED: Passengers peer out of the windows of the bracked Thrkfeh Airlines plane at 
Ankara's Esenboga airport late Thursday. The aircraft, hijacked with 39 people on board, landed safely at its 
scheduled destination in Ankara from the southern city of Aden a. Turkish special forces stormed the plane, 
killing the hijacker and releasing all 33 passengers and six crew members unharmed. The hijacker had initially 
demanded to go to Lausanne. Switzerland (AFP photo) 

Report: Israel has developed 
bio-weapons that target Arabs 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran's 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei condemned the lat- 
est Lsraeli-PaJestinian peace 
accord, using the 1,000th gath- 
ering of Friday prayers in 
Tehran to single but Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat for 
a stinging personal rebuke. 

Khamenei, appearing before 
an overflow crowd of Muslim 
worshippers and dignitaries at 
Tehran University, branded 
Arafat a “lackey" of Israel and 
challenged his legitimacy as 
leader of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. 

The deal, signed in Washing- 
ton last week, was doomed to 
fail in its bid to bring increased 
security to Israel in exchange 
for Palestinian land, said 
Khamenei, who as supreme 
leader wields final say in all 
matters of state. 

“The Palestinian nation is 
the enemy of the Zionists and 
the enemy of the lackeys of the 
Zionists, even if that includes 
Yasser Arafat," he said. “He 
did not have the right to decide 
for the Palestinian people." 

His remarks, delivered dur- 


WASHINGTON (Rj — Iran 
has set free all but four out of 
more than 30 Baha'is arrest- 
ed last month in a crackdown 
on a university established 
by members of the 19th-cen- 
tury religion, the U.S. Stale 
Department said on Thurs- 
day. 

The four join nine other 
Baha'is in jail in Iran and six 
of those 13 are on death row. 
spokesman James Foley 
said. 

The people arrested were 
members of the Baha’i Insti- 


ing the political portion of his 
sermon, evoked chants of 
“Death to America" and “Nei- 
ther compromise nor submis- 
sion. Frgbt against Israel." 
Among the audience of senior 
religious and political figures 
was moderate President 
Mohammad Khatami archi- 
tect of Iran's improved 
international ties, and his for- 
eign minister. Kamal KharrazL 
Both have criticised the peace 
deal 

1 Also present were the Pales- 
tinian ambassador and envoys 
from a number of Muslim 
states. 

Khamenei said UJS. media- 
tion in the Arab-Israeli talks 
reflected an attempt by Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton to deflect 
attention from a sex scandal 
hanging over his office. 

“Hns deal was made 
because of problems in Amer- 
ica and the problems Clinton is 
facing," he said. ‘They want to 
bring security to the Zionists 
but they can be sure they' will 
fail." But his toughest criticism 
was aimed at Arafat, whom he 
charged had replaced Israeli 


tute of Higher Education, a 
self-help university founded 
in 1987 after Iran made it 
harder for Baha’is to attend 
public universities. 

Baha’is in France said ear- 
lier this month the Iranians 
had cracked down on the 
institute in 14 cities, arresting 
32 people and breaking into 
and looting many homes. 

Foley said the Iranians bad 
initially arrested at least 36 
people in raids on more than 
500 homes and office build- 
ings owned or rented by 


security forces as the jailer of 
the Palestinians. 'They took 
the problem from the shoul- 
ders of Israel and put it cm the 
Palestinian people." he said 

Khamenei delivered his ser- 
mon to a large crowd that filled 
the prayer paviflion at Tehran 
University and spilled out into 
the campus at large and sur- 
rounding city streets. The gath- 
ering was the l,000tfa weekly 
prayer since the 1979 Islamic 
revolution. 

Several parking lots and 
alleyways were set aside for 
women, who must be segre- 
gated from men under Iran's 
Islamic rules. 

“These prayers are unique in 
the world, for they inform the 
people politically." said 
Khamenei who marked the 
memory of Friday prayer lead- 
ers killed in the service of the 
revolution. 

Iran says Israel has no tight 
to exist Tehran denies U.S. 
charges that it backs Islamist 
groups opposing the Arab- 
Israeli peace accords and says 
it gives them only moral sup- 
port 


Iranian Baha'is. 

They confiscated materials 
that had no political or reli- 
gious content, such as den- 
tistry and accountancy text- 
books. as well as some labo- 
ratory equipment, he added. 

“We urge the government 
of Iran to eliminate restric- 
tions on the practice of reli- 
gion and to recognise and 
uphold the fundamental 
human right to freedom of 
conscience and belief." he 
said. He also urged Iran not 
to cany out the executions. 


From the Jerusalem Post 

ISRAEL HAS dereloped 
“ethnic bullets" that are tai- 
lored to target only Arabs, the 
London-based Foreign Report 
suggested Thursday. 

Quoting an “imconfirmed 
report” from its South African 
sources, the newsletter says 
Israeli scientists may have suc- 
ceeded in developing a biolog- 
ical weapon that is based on 
aspects of the Arab genetic 
system. 

These elements were repott- 
ed to have been isolated after 
years of research on Jews of 
Arab origin, particularly Iraqi 
Jews. 

The South African sources 


claimed that the “ethnic bullet" 
programme was developed in 
apartheid South Africa for pos- 
sible use against blacks. 

Cooperation between South 
African and Israeli scientists is 
said to have been close during 
that period 

“The report reaching us says 
the Israelis took the project 
over and directed ii against the 
Arabs." noted the newsletter: 
‘One of the reported conclu- 
sions was that there was a 
genetic difference between 
Ashkenazi Jews and Jews of 
Arabic origin and also, 
between Jew’s and Arabs.” 

The research, according to 
this account was conducted 
over many years in conditions 


of top secrecy for security rea- 
sons and because erf “the sensi- 
tivity in Israeli society about 
generic experiments." 

The newsletter reported that 
many scientists are sceptical 
about the success of tire project 
'hut, our sources insist, some 
scientists appeared to have 
identified an illness that could 
be transmitied through Bagh- 
dad's water supply and affect 
rally Arabs." 

The research, which was 
apparently completed some 
two years ago. was carried out 
at several centres. 

Israeli officials declined to 
confirm the existence of the 
“ethnic bullet" but one told the 
newsletter: “Wfe have a basket 


full of strategic surprises which 
we will not hesitate to use if we 
feel that the State of Israel is 
under serious threat-" 

The potential for genetic 
weapons was first raised pub- 
licly in March 1996 by the for- 
mer head of Sweden's defence 
research establishment, Gem 
Bo Rybeck. He suggested, for 
example, that a mixture of 
influenza or diphtheria could 
be designed to affect only 
blacks, a designer toxin could 
be aimed at Serbs, or people 
with blue eyes might be infect- 
ed with Alzheimer’s disease. 

At the time, Rybeck said that 
as far as he knew no govern- 
ment was developing generic 
weapons. 


‘Iran releases most Baha’i teachers’ 


Lebanese 
court 
sentences 
Israeli 

collaborators 
to prison 

BEIRUT (AP) — A military 
court sentenced 16 Lebanese 
on Thursday to up to 10 yea® 
in prison far spying for Israel, 
the official National News 
Agency reprated. 

The court convicted them of 
“contacting the Israeli enemy 
and its agents and passing on 

information to its advantage” 

and entering Israel without 
permission from the Lebanea 
government, the agency’’ 
reported 

The 16 were arrested earlier 
this year and charged on July 
8 . 

A statement issued by the 
court said that one defendant 
was sentenced to three months 
in jail and another to 10 years. 
The other 14 received sen- 
tences of one to eight years. 

The statement did not give 
any breakdown of the charges 
nor any personal details of the 
accused apart from their - 
names. 

The court sentenced another 
59 accused in absentia to 
prison trans-ranging from 10 
to 15 years with hazd labour 
on similar charges, the agency 
said. 

A further three accused 
were found innocent. 

Those convicted were found 
to have provided information 
on Lebanese ami Syrian troop 
movements and tire activities 
of Lebanese guerrillas fight- 
ing Israeli forces in southern 
Lebanon, the agency reported. 

Israeli troops and a pro- 
Israeli militia occupy a strip of 
territory in southern Lebanon 
as a buffer against guerrilla 
attacks on northern Israel 
Syria stations about 30,000 
troops in Lebanon. 


More Israeli-Palestinian talks on 
Geneva Convention hoped soon 


Israeli informer to be charged over 
Rabin assassination — report 


GENEVA (AF) — Switzer- 
land expects to organise a sec- 
ond meeting in the near future 
between Israeli and Palestinian 
delegates to discuss the Gene- 
va Conventions on the conduct 
of war. officials said Thursday. 

In Geneva last June, the two 
sides secretively held a first 
meeting that could start a 
process for dealing with Jewish 
settlements under international 
law. 

The second meeting is 
expected to take part in the 
southern Swiss town of 
Locarno, but no date has been 
confirmed 

The talks marked the first 
time Israel has attended negoti- 
ations that implied any formal 
recognition that the conven- 


tions have any application to 
territories it occupied in 1967. 

They fell far short of Arab 
and European demands thai all 
188 countries of the conven- 
tion be convened to discuss 
enforcement against settlement 
bmlding. Israel feats such an 
assembly could build pressure 
on Israel over the settlements. 

The Arab- European position 
has won overwhelming hack- 
ing in the UN. General 
Assembly, with only the Unit- 
ed States. Israel and Microne- 
sia voting against 

Israel, a signatory to the 
Geneva Convention, refuses to 
accept its application to the ter- 
ritory it occupied in the 1967 
Mideast war, which it main- 
tains is Jewish land 


The convention bans the 
usurpation of land by an occu- 
pying power — a provision tire 
Palestinians and the European 
Union say would ban settle- 
ment building. 

Switzerland, depository of 
the Geneva Conventions, pro- 
posed the Israeli-Palestinian 
talks. The International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross, 
charged with upholding the 
convention, also was repre- 
sented 

The bilateral contacts are the 
first part of a package proposed 
by the Swiss. 

The second a three-day 
experts’ meeting of signatories 
to the Fourth Geneva Conven- 
tion. tiie 1949 update of the 
world's ground rules for the 


conduct of war. wrapped up 
Thursday. 

Experts from 118 countries 
were present to identify gener- 
al problems in applying the 
conventions and possible 
means of overcoming them. 

Walter Gyger. the chairman 
and Switzerland's ambassador 
to international organisations 
in Geneva, stressed that it was- 
n’t the conference of signato- 
ries called for at the General 
Assembly or a preparation for 
such a conference. 

The meeting avoided identi- 
fying specific countries or terri- 
tories. 

'The ground rules were with 
some interpretation respected" 
Gyger told reporters. “Nobody 
was interrupted." 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel's Attorney 
General Elyakim Rubinstein is plan- 
ning to charge a right-wing extremist 
who served as a secret service 
informer for failing to prevent the 
assassination of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin three years ago, the 
Yediot Aharonot newspaper reported 
Friday. 

However, a justice official denied the 
report, which comes amid a mounting 
controversy over the role of Avishai 
Raviv, who is suspected of inciting 
right-wring comrades to activism while 
handing over information to the Shin 
Bet, Israel’s internal secret service. 

Raviv, code named “Champagne," 
was an associate of Yjgal Amir, the 
Jewish militant who gunned down 
Rabin on Nov. 4, 1995 in a bid to halt 
the government's policy of transfer- 
ring West Bank land to the Palestini- 


ans. 

Deputy Minister Michael Eitan earli- 
er this month accused the government 
of hiding evidence that Raviv knew of 
Amir’s plan to murder Rabin but did 
riot inform his Shin Bet handlers. 

Eitan, a junior minister without port- 
folio from Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's Likud Party, demanded 
that Raviv be put on trial. 

Shin Bet officials denied Eitan's 
accusations, insisting Raviv never 
informed his handlers of the plans by 
Amir, who is serving a life sentence in 
prison for the killing. 

The Israeli right has used the Raviv 
case to deflect accusations by Rabin's 
Labour Party that it contributed to his 
murder with a virulent campaign of 
anti-government protests in the 
months running up to the assassina- 
tion. 


Yediot Aharonot said justice ministry 
officials were opposed to laying - 
charges against Raviv because of 
insufficient evidence, adding that 
Rubinstein himself decided six months 
ago not to take any action. 

Rubinstein has now bowed to right- 
wring pressure that Raviv be charged, • 
the paper said. 

However, justice ministry spokes- 
woman Etty Esbed said no decision 
had yet been taken by Rubinstein. 

Last month, Margalit Har-ShefL a 
friend of Amir, was sentenced to nine 
months in prison for failin g to prevent 
the assassination. 

Yigal Amir's brother. Hagai, who is 1 
serving a 12-year prison sentence for * 
complicity in the murder, filed suit • 
against Raviv in June accusing him of 
inciting violence and seeking $1.4 mil - , 
lion in damages. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773 1U- 19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 ..Cartoon — Animaniacs 

15 JO Clowning Around 

16:00 .....Drama — Neighbours 

16:30 Doc. — Pear Pressure 

17:00 French Programme — 
“Faut Pas Rever” 


18:00 Drama — Wind at 

My Back 

I!h00 - Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme — 
Lo’cuf de Colomb 

19150 .News headlines 

19:35 .Murphy Brown 

20:00 .Today's Health 

20:30 ....Sirens 

21:05 Drama — ABC of Democracy 

21:30 Making Master Pieces 

22:00 News in English 

2:30 Feature film — “Once 

ion -j Crime'" 

:59 .Twisted 

^ End of TX 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Airport) (RW) 


23:25 Aqaba (arriving at Marita 


Airport) (RW) 


AngBcan Church Tel. 
4624853/46248 1 1. 

Sl Afrem Syrian Orthodox- 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865S97 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 581 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661 757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
ITeh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 477 1 33 1 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 

Fine weather conditions will 
prevail with temperatures ris- 


ing siighdy but remaining 
below average and winds 
northwesterly moderate. On 
Sunday, skies will be partly 
cloudy with a chance of light 
rain in the northern parts of the 
Kingdom. In Aqaba, it will 
fine, winds northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman - 1 1/24 

Aqaba 17/29 

Deserts —.08/26 

Jordan Valley 17/30 

Yesterday's high temperatures; 
Amman 22 Aqaba 28. Humidi- 
ty readings: .Amman 38 percent, 
Aqaba 41 percent. 

Following are the highest tem- 
preatures expected today in the 
following areas: 


Ajloun - — 20 

Jerash — -25 

Urn Qays.- -24 

Madaba. ....24 

Petra ......25 

Dead Sea - — -30 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Abbas A1 Hakim 4885446 

Dr. Arafat Ashhab — ...-56G2507 


Dr. Ajtthuj Mohiaseb 4875748 

Dr. Jamal Jbarab 5347351 

Flras pharmacy' -..5661912 

A1 Asema pharmacy ....4637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy -4623672 
A1 Sakim pharmacy ...4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 4637660 

Najib pharmacy 53477632 

ERBED: 

Dr. Mohammad A1 Shari' (02) 
7100588 

A1 Quds pharmacy ( — i 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Aba Sa’d (09) <>89000 
Khalifeh pharmacy (09)985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre— ..463711 1 
Civil Defence Department. -5661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency..... 199 
Rescue Mix 192.4621111.4637777 

Fire Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank. .4775121 

Highway Police .5343402 

Traffic Police.-. 4896390 

Public Security DepL....4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints -..5661176 

Vto&SoHa^Ginplainci — .4897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints -....-..787 1 1 1 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 . 

Overseas Calls ......0132 

Central Amman Telephone 


Repairs .4623101 

AbdaJi Tel. Repairs .5661101 

JordanTele vision —4773111 

Radio Jordan 4774111 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Hectricity Authority .58 15615 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Inforaiation..44-53200 
Queen Alia IntL Airport -44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Cfentre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic. Abcfli 5666131 n 

Hussein Medical Centre — 5&56S56 

LuzmiJa 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity..— 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

4642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. .....4636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani — 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669131 

Jordan Hospital. — 5607550 

University Hospital 51353444 

Al-Muasiw Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahll Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ....4777101/3 

AJ-Bashtr. .4775 1 11/26 

Army, Marka ... — —.89161 1/15 
Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

AmaJ Hospital —5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(091983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Stna Hospital— (09)98673 1 


AJ Hxkma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 


IRBJD: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Roman Catholic Hospital 

.102)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafees Hospital 

—102) 7101372.1.02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

402)7102831.(02) 710201 J 

Speciality- Hospital -(02)7103100 
AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 

(03)2014111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Aha 
International Airport Tel 
(44)53200 where it should always 
be verified. Information on other 
flights is obtained on telephone 
(44) 52700 or (44) 523250. Infor- 
mation on Royal Wings flights 
can be supplied on phone 
4875201-5. 

ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) flights 


08:30 Damascus (RJ) 

08:30 —Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

09:30 New Delhi (RJ) 

09ri55 Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 —Beirut fRJ) 

10:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

l(fc35..— — Colombo (RJ) 

15:00 ..New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

17:40 London, Vienna (RJ) 

19:40 Frankfurt (RJ) 

19:40 Rome (RJ) 

22:50 ~-LanucaflU) 

23:30 Paris (add) (RJ) 

23-JO Paris (add) (RJ) 

02:10 — — Macfrid (RJ) 

OStiKJ Bangkok (RJ) 


Other Flights 
13:05 


-Vienna (OS) 

13:15 — Riyadh (SV) 

13:20 Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 

14:05 Rome (AZ) 

1&0Q .—Dubai Damascus (EK) 

18:40 — Beirut (ME) 

W:0S .Paris (AF) 

19:15 Frankfurt (LH) 

21l3S Cairo (MS) 

22£5 London, Damascus (BA) 

23:35 Amsterdam (KL) 

01:00 ..... — -. — .....Belgrade (JU) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

1030 Aqaba (striving at QAIA) 
(RW) 1 

11:3£ Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) 

SSrfJO Aqaba (arriving at Maria 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

0600 Aqaba (add) (RJ)i 

06:30 Beirut (Rjf) ; ’ 

09:35 .Frankfurt (RJ) 

11:00 —Aqaba. Paris (Rj£ 

11:15 Rome(RJ) 

11:30 Amsterdam, New York (RJ). 
11:30 Geneva. Paris (add) (RJX 
— London, Brussels (RJ£ . 

12:15 London (RJf 

12:30 Cairo (RJ}j 

13:55 — Madrid (R^ 

*9:35 — Lamaca (RQ4 }k 

20:15 -Bombay (Rig i 

20:30 leddahtRJQf ' 

21:30 — JRiyadh, Dhahran (EJ£ 
0030 ... Abu Dhabi, Dubai {JRjj L,, 
03:50 Madrid (RJfcT 


Other Flights 

06:15 Damascus. London ©AF 

0&30 — — Lamacsti 

14:15 Abu Dhabi, Bafaam(GS§^ ; . 

14:45 Riyadh 

15:50 

U.-00 Dubai i 

20:00 Beiruti 

22:35 Cairo! 

00:35 — — . Amsterdam 
02:10 


Royal Wings (RW) 

08:00 Aqaba 05cm Maria' 

port) (RW) 

09:30 Aqaba (from Madras 

ponXRW) 

21*30 Aqaba (from 
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Orphans hold pictures of His Majesty King Hussein 


Orphans pray for King’s recovery 


nt ^ 
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• r* JEZA (APf — More than 

■*- "ft ?*?; 250 orphans opened iheir 
- - - IJAT| '%'.‘ hands in prayer under a 
cloud of dust in the desert. 

The Muslim ritual is usu- 
ally performed to beseech 
God for rain. ’ 

But this prayer ceremony 
at a desert town 50 kilome- 
tres south of Amman had a 
different purpose. 

"It’s a special prayer to 
implore God for the recov- 
ery of King Hussein and his 
speedy return home.” 
organiser Abdul Razzak 
Abu Feilat said Thursday. 


ai a prayer ceremony Thursday < Photo by Yousef Milan) 
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Kinu Hussein has been 
receiving treatment for non- 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester. 
Minnesota, since July. 

The prayers were the sec- 
ond ease of national well- 
wishing to King Hussein 
this week. On Wednesday, a 
group announced they had 
collected more than 15.01X1 
signatures on a 228-mctre- 
long birthday card for the 
Monarch, who turns 63 on 
Nov. 14. It is thought to be 
the longest birthday card 
ever made. 
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The orphans — mostly of 
the age group live to 10 — 
have a special bond with the 
King. After it came to his 
notice last year that they 
lacked adequate facilities, 
he gave them one of his res- 
idences. 

In a subsequent Cabinet 
reshuffle, lilt* King accused 
ministers of “negligence in 
caring for our young 
angels.” He has often visit- 
ed the orphans in their new 
home on the outskirts of 
Amman. 

So when the orphans 


stepped oil' a train at Je/a on 
I hursday, they were wear- 
ing white T-shirts «ith the 
King's portrait aiul the slo- 
gan: "Come hack to us safe- 
ly. you the father of all 
orphans.” 

One of the children. 
Mutascni Hatndi, It), said: 
"I cattle here to t»eg (.7uJ fiir 
his recovery because I am 
very sad and worried that 
lie's .sick.” 

“I love our King and can’t 
imagine losing a father 
again." he added with lean, 
in Iti.s eves. 


Minister stresses need to expand 
Peace Corps presence in Jordan 


AMMAN (Petral — Minis- He added that the 55 vol- mutual trust and undersiand- 

ter of Social Development unteers have provided free ing with Jordanian society 

Mohammad Mamsar Thurs- social services to the handi- through hard work' and pro- 
day-stressed-the- importance — -capped,- the elderly, • juve — fessiontd commitmem. 


1 r r\ r\ H /si i/ii of mcreasing me number oi 
Id! UuU (JVCI American -Peace Corps vol- 

unteers in Jordan to provide 




report 


tjZ: 




more services and help 
develop remote areas. 

At a reception held for 
Peace Corps volunteers at 
the U.S. embassy. Mamsar 
told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that the vol- 
unteers, working under Jor- 
dan-U.S. cooperation pro- 
gramme, have achieved 
many positive objectives in 
improving the country's 
local communities and 
underprivileged areas. 


niles, environment protec- 
tion societies, mother and 
infant care centres and 
schools. 

According to Mamsar, all 
official reports have attested 
to the performance of the 
volunteers and their dedica- 
tion in carrying out their 
duties without interfering in 
local communities or 
attempting to influence tra- 
ditional ideas and ways of 
thinking. 

The minister said the vol- 
unteers have worked to 
firmly establish bridges of 


The ministry chose Mada- 
ba as a base for training the 
volunteers because of its 
proximity to Amman as well 
as the city’s atmosphere, 
which Mamsar said com- 
bines a modem, urban style 
of living and a strong tradi- 
tion of family ties. 

The Peace Corps volun- 
teers are presently working 
across the Kingdom in areas 
that are considered extreme- 
ly remote, Mamsar said. He 
added that the volunteers are 
working in various fields, 
including training English 


teachers. 

Mark Gcrun, director of 
the Peace Corpi in Jordan, 
said the number of tlie vol- 
unteers may be increased 
next year to a total of 70. 
The Peace Corps* activities 
fall within the framework of 
a cooperation agreement 
signed by both parties under 
which Jordanian families 
host the American volun- 
teers, he added. 

Gcrun said that at present, 
there are 6,500 volunteers 
worldwide providing free 
work in more than 80 coun- 
tries. More than 150,000 
American volunteers have 
provided .services over the 
past seven years, he said. 



‘’Melancholy andg 
^Treatment” at the Royal", 
ICultural Centre at 9:00 { 
fp.m. 


HR 


EXHIBITIONS 


DF.P' 


■ <n ufl 




■ j *r 




* "Masterworks of the} 
fSpanish Contemporary’ 
.Architecture and Presen- £ 

station of Architecture^ 
K Guide: Spain 1920-F 

J2000" at Institute Cer- 
vantes, Jabal Amman,} 
until Nov. 6. 

* Ceramics by Ra'd| 
and Ahmad Al Delaimif 
at Hammurabi ArtsQ 
Gallery. Gardens St.H 
(Tel. 5536098). until 
Nov. 5. 

* Display of autumn £j 
collection at the Jordan H 
Design and Trade Cen-g 
tre, off Wadi Saqra St.| 
until Oct. 31 (Tel.fi 
5699141/21. 

* Exhibition of works} 
by Palestinian arristf; 
Kama! Boullata entitled^ 
“Homage to Jerusalem," |j 
an exhibition of paint- 1 
ings by late Palestinian^ 
artist Zulfa Ai Sa'di, an' 

' .|exhibixion by Pales tin- 
pan-, American photogra-| 
• *pher Sa'id Nuseibahg 
{entitled “The Farthest. 
Mosque" at Darat Al 
|Funun, Jabal Weibdeb, 
until Nov. 12 (Tel. 
Vf 464325 1/2). 














Jordanian, Palestinian 
agriculture ministries 
conclude trade agreement 


AMMAN iJ.T.i — The 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
ministries of agriculture 
have concluded an agree- 
ment at talks held in Gaza 
on facilitating trade 
exchanges and intensify- 
ing their pressure on Israel 
io~ relax restrictive mea- 
sures enforced at Jordan 
River crossing points. 

Following talks with 
Palestinian Agriculture 
Minister Hikmat Zeid. 
Hashem Shboul. secretary 
general of the Agriculture 
Ministry'- said the two 

sides arranged visits by 
Jordanian farmers and 
merchants to the Palestin- 
ian self-rule areas on Dec. 
9-10 and agreed to discuss 
agricultural 


trade 


exchanges and procedures 
such us providing certifi- 
cates of origin. 

The two sides agreed that 
Jordan will offer facilities 
at the port of Aqaba to sup- 
port the transportation of 
imported live sheep des- 
tined for the Palestinian 
territories. 

Zeid said the meeting 
followed up on earlier dis- 
cussions held in Amman 
concerning the quota ol 
agricultural products 

exchanged by the two 
sides. 

The Palestinian minister 
said Israeli security mea- 
sures were the main obsta- 
cle hindering trade 
exchanges, adding that the 
two sides are putting pres- 


sure on the Israelis to end 
measures governing the 
passage of goods between 
Palestine and Jordan. The 
two sides are keen on pro- 
moting trade and seek to 
eliminate impediments 
preventing the Palestinians 
from exporting goods to 
Jordan and other Arab 
countries via the Kingdom. 

Shboul said the Jordan- 
ian delegation met with 
Palestinian officials and 
farmers and discussed a 
wide range of topics con- 
cerning trade . 

According to Shboul. the 
iwo sides agreed to allow 
Jordanian dairy and live- 
stock products to the 
Palestinian self-rule areas 
dutv free. 


‘Infrastructure of Jesus’ baptism 
site to be completed by 2000’ 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

AMMAN — Infrastructure 
work on the baptism site of 
Jesus Christ on the eastern 
bank of the Jordan River is 
expected to be completed 
by the year 2000, Minister 
of Tourism Akcl Biltaji said 
Friday. 

“Work on paving a road to 
the hjptisin site will start 
so»'mi," he said, adding that 
additional work on estab- 
lishing tourist centres in dif- 
ferent religious sites and 
villages and linking them 
together will also be carried 
out. 

He said the rural cost of 
rite baptism infrastructure 
project will be around 65 
million. S3 million of which 
were pros ided hv the I'nit- 
cd States Agency fur 
IiucniJiioiul Development. 
The balance will be covered 
by the government. 

According to officials, 
plans to develop the site 
were pan of a drive r<* 
encourage religious tourism 
in the Kingdom. 

Access to the site, once a 
mined military zone, was 
nude possible alter Jordan 
and Israel signed the 1994 
peace treaty, ending a 46- 
year state uf war. 

Biltaji said the site Wifi 
attract many nf the several 
million travellers expected 
to visit holy .sites in 
Jerusalem and elsewhere to 
mark the start of Christiani- 
ty's third Millennium. 

He said he expected 
around two million tourist-S 
to enter Jotrian during the 
year 2000, adding that Jor- 
dan’s tourism potential 
would be significantly 
enhanced if the bite where 
Jesus was baptised could be 
included in their itinerary. 

The proposed develop- 
ment of the baptism site is 
expected to attract both 
Christians and Muslims 
since Jesus and John the 



A view of the Jordan River. Minister of Tourism and Antiquities Akel Biltaji y ester- 
day said infrastructure of Jesus' baptism site should be ready by the year 2000 (File 
photo) 


Baptist Icaturr in jv’h reli- 
gions. 

The project includes the 
creation ol "a ■sot: tourism 
superstructure," including a 
prayer hail. mosque, 
church, baptism pou! -nti a 
rest huuse. 

“Visitors co*a;J take 
advantage of a string ol new 
hotels planned fur the Dead 
Sea shore m Sueymeft, live 
kilometres from the bap- 
tism site," Biltaji said earli- 
er. He added that Israel has 
a baptism site on the south- 
ern shore of Galilee. but 
said that it was artificial and 
that Jordan has the unique 
potential provided by a real 
and credible product. 

Teams from the Depart- 
ment uf Antiquities said 
they were excavating at the 
area to ensure protection of 
its sanctity and its surround- 
ing environment before the 
area is opened to tourists by 
the end of 1999. 

The department's urchae- 


ouigisis said they were also 
preparing the area where 
Jesus is believed to have 
retreated in the wilderness 
for 40 days alter his bap- 
tism. Ancient churches, 
mosaic floors and water 
systems have so far been 
uncovered. 

Excavation teams have 
also found a route used by 
Christian pilgrims hundreds 
uf years ago, starting in 
Jerusalem, passing through 
the Jordan River and ending 
in Madaba. 50 kilometres 
south of Amman. 

According to analysts, the 
Kingdom’s tourism indus- 
try is banking on an expect- 
ed boom to improve figures 
battered by two years of 
political uncertainty in the 
region that has scared away 
potential visitors. 

Owners of 28 new hotels 
across Jordan hope an 
unexpected influx of 
tourists into neighbouring 
Palestine and Israel will 


spill mcr to die Kingdom, 
heralding the start o! a 
flourishing industry m Jor- 
dan. 

But analysts also criti- 
cised Jordan’s tourism 
capabilities, saying it has 
not vet capitalised oft of 
properly promoted the 
Kingdom’s estimated 25 
biblical sites. They added 
that international visitors 
seem to focus more on the 
West Bank and Israel 
despite Jordan's millenni- 
um campaign. 

The Jordan Tourism 
Board earlier said it was 
also working hard on pro- 
moting Jordan abroad as a 
major tourist destination, 
not just to mark the millen- 
nium. “We are concentrat- 
ing on developing the right 
plan not only for the millen- 
nium. but for the presence 
of Jordan in the 
international market." JTB 
-ManagingDioxtordViarwan 
Khoury said. 


‘Used domestic water 
should be recycled for 
agricultural, industrial use’ 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — Water used far 
domestic purposes should be 
recycled and exploited in agri- 
cultural. industrial and other 
fields us port of a solution to 
tackle Jordan's chronic waier 
shotiage problem, a water 
expert said recently. 

Water expen and University 
of Jordan Professor Elias 
Salameh said recycling water is 
the "best solution to help solve 
the issue," bec a u s e ether solu- 
tionis, such as drawing water 
from the DLsi aquifer and from 
tire Euphrates River, might not 
be feasiNe. 

“Desalinating sea water or 
importing drinking water from 
neighbouring countries would 
[also] not be feasible plans 
because of their high costs," 
Salameh said during a lecture 
entitled "Jordan’s Current 
Water Situation: Future Expec- 
tations" at the Royal Society for 
the Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN) Wednesday. 

The water expert warned 
against over-pumprng of the 
Disi aquifer because such mis- 
use, he said, could reduce the 
water lev el and increase salts 
which, as a result, would make 
the aquifer’s water unfit even 
for agricultural use. 

An official report revealed 


that fresh water resources will 
be fullv utilised bv the veer 
2005. 

"The quality of the Dlsi 
aquifer's water is considered to 
be among the highest in -the 
world, and therefore, it must be 
used carefully." Salameh said. 
"One of the clearest examples 
of such water abuse is the ov er- 
pumping procedures which are 
turning the unique Azraq Oasis 
into a different place." 

The RSCN has said the site 
was degraded by over-pump- 
ing in the 1980s until the two 
springs feeding the oasis dried 
up completely in 1992. The 
society, w-iih funding from sev- 
eral international bodies. Is 
engaging in efforts to restore 
the oasis. 

Two weeks ago, the govern- 
ment announced that it was 
seeking to appoint a consortium 
lo finance, construct and man- 
age the $700 million Dlsi pro- 
ject to pump water from Disi to 
Amman. The project would tv 
a joint venture with a Jordanian 
public shareholding company. 

Lust week. Minister of Water 
and Enemy Haiti Mulki said 
the govemmeni is devising 
plans to eliminate over-pump- 
ing and protect the Kingdom's 
eight water basins. 

"In addition to tie water 
shortage, other industrial and 


agricultural pollutants ore wors- 
ening the problem," said the 
university professor. 

According to Salameh, the 
individual’s water share in Jor- 
dan is around S3 litres per day, 
while the figure are 60 litres per 
day in Palestine and 2S0 per 
day in Israel. 

Official figures suggest that 
by 2000, Jordan's population, 
grow ing ai around 35 per cent 
per y ear, will require 1 .257 mil- 
lion cubic metres of water to 
cover minimum needs, while 
resources will be capable of 
supplying only 960 million 
cubic metres. 

Jordan relies, mainly on rain- 
water, lapped from surface 
water sources such as rivets and 
renewable groundwater 
sources, to meet domestic, agri- 
cultural and industrial needs. 

On signing the 1994 peace 
treaty with Israel Jordan was 
guaranteed an additional 215 
million cubic metres of water a 
year through new' dams, a 
purification plant and diversion 
projects. 

Under the agreement, Jordan 
is currently storing winter water 
in Israel's Lake Tiberias, which 
it later reclaims in the summer, 
but of the total 215 million 
cubic metres promised, Jordan 
is currently receiving only 
about 60 million cubic metres. 


USAID 
loans 
Jordan 
$70 million 


AMMAN t Petra) — The 
United States Agency for 
International Development 
will gram Jordan a S7G mil- 
lion loan which will be re- 
loaned to 35,000 Jordanian 
citizens over the next four 
years to help them launch 
small businesses. 

Speaking at a lecture held 
Friday at the U.S. Informa- 
tion Service. Jamal Jahiri. a 
specialist in nunaging pri- 
vate secior projects, said 
that half of the beneficia- 
ries should be females and 
that one -third of the benefi- 
ciaries should not reside in 
Ammon. 

Jabiri said the loan was 
granted to help Jordan 
develop its domestic econ- 
omy. 

He added that USAID 
finances a partnership pro- 
gramme of Jordanian anti 
American businesspersons 
which will provide $15 
million to help support the 
Jordanian economy. 

Jabiri said USAID has 
financed the construction 
of 4S schools and a high- 
way between Amman and 
the Dead Sea as well as a 
project for improving 
water quality. 


‘Algerian suspect extradited from Switzerland’ 

(Continued from page 12) 


Zanui was expelled “with- 
out taking into considera- 
tion his wife’s sickness or 
ihe infancy of his tour chil- 
dren, who were also depon- 
ed with him to an unknown 
■irea" Swiss Justice Min- 
istry spokesman Viktor 
Sdilumpf confirmed that 
Zaoui was deported wtthhis 
famtlv on a chaner aircraft. 

He also declined to identi- 
fy the destination, but said 
Switzerland committed 

itself to paying pan of the 
family’s living costs. 

zLoui had been allowed to 


remain in Switzerland while 
his appeal for asylum was 
pending. He entered 
Switzerland from Belgium 
last November. He has been 
charged in France with 
membership in a terrorist 

organisation. 

Lasl May French Judge 
Roger le Loire questioned 
Zaoui in the presence of 
Swiss prosecutors, said 
Juerg Blascr, an official in 
the Swiss Federal Prosecu- 
tor's Office. 

Zaoui is accused by 
France of using false docu- 
ments and Illegal trafficking 
with French identity papers 


on behalf of the activist 
Armed Islamic Group. In 
1995 he was convicted in 
Belgium of playing a 
prominent role in a criminal 
association. 

French authorities also 
have accused Zaoui of stor- 
ing electronic parts that 
could have been used to 
make explosive devices. 

Last spring Swiss authori- 
ties said they were increas- 
ing restrictions on Zaoui, 
claiming he was using the 
Internet and other means to 
promote violence. 

Police confiscated his fax 
machine and forbade him to 


use the Internet. 

In a letter to the Swiss 
cabinet, Zaoui claimed he 
has no links to violence, but 
sought on "honourable 
political solution" for Alge- 
ria. 

An estimated 75,000 peo- 
ple have been killed in 
fighting between Islamists 
and security forces in Alge- 
ria’s nearly six-year insur- 
gency. 

The insurgency began 
after the military-backed 
government called off a 
January' 1992 election that 
the Islamic Salvation Front 
was expected to win. 


Arafat condemns settlement plans 


(Continued from page 1) 

The Palestinians say that 
expanding settlements 
falls within the category 
of such unilareral actions, 
although Israel insists it 
has the right to build with- 
in existing Jewish com- 
munities in the occupied 
territories. 

Arafat was met by more 
than 1,000 well-wishers 
when he arrived in Ramal- 
lah from his Gaza City 
headquarters to chair a 
cabinet meeting later Fri- 



Members of the Pales- 
tinian Legislative Council 
and civil servants were 
prominent in the crowd, 
as were Palestinian flags 
and pictures of Arafar, in 
an apparently orchestrated 
sho.w of support following 
tensions in Ramallah 
between the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
and local political 
activists. 

Palestinian security 
agents shot and killed a 
youth of Arafat’s own 
Fateh movement here on 
Sunday during angry 


street protests over a 
police raid on the group’s 
local offices. 

The unrest was seen as a 
possible precursor of a 
power struggle within 
Fateh and the PNA, espe- 
cially given Arafat’s 
pledge in the recent peace 
accord to collect illegal 
weapons from groups like 
Fateh. 

In a bid to ease tensions, 
Arafat paid a condolence 
call Friday on the family 
of the slain Fateh member, 
Wasim Tariff. 17. 
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Fire at Swedish 
Halloween disco 
kills 60 ; 180 hurt 


GOTHENBURG. Sweden 
(TO — Sixty young people 
were killed and 180 injured 
when fire broke out at a 
Halloween party in a cul- 
tural centre in Sweden's 
port city of Gothenburg, 
police said Friday. 

But police said the fire, 
one of the worst in recent 
Swedish history, appeared 
to have started by accident. 

“There’s nothing that 
indicates this was a fire 
started deliberately," Matts 
Sjostrom. the police officer 
in charge at the scene, told 
Reuters. 

“The fire could have been 
started by some electrical 
spark in the club", he said. 
“No witnesses have said 
there were any signs that 
someone had brought any 
fire bombs or such things 
to start a fire." 

Police said 59 youths 
burned to death or died 
from smoke inhalation as 
flames raced through the 
Macedonian cultural cen- 
tre, a 40 metre long build- 
ing near the city's dock- 
lands. One youth died later 
in hospital. 

Some bodies were so 
badly burnt they would 
have to be identified from 
dental records, according 
to a Macedonian translator 
at one hospital. 

“It looked like a gas 
chamber in Auschwitz 
must have done, counting 


the dead was impossible." 
Lennart Olin. who led the 
rescue operation, told 
Swedish radio. 

Between 300 and 400 
teenagers, some Swedish 
but most of them immi- 
grants from Macedonia, 
Yugoslavia. Somalia and 
Iran, were at the disco 
party on the second floor of 
the centre when the fire 
broke out at 11.43 p.m. 
(2243 GMT) Thursday. 

Police said only one of 
the two fire exits seems to 
have been in working 
order. In the ensuing panic, 
many fleeing partygoers 
jumped out of the second 
floor windows, breaking 
their legs. 

Of the 180 injured, most 
aged between 14 and 20 , 27 
were in critical condition, 
and seven were to be flown 
by military helicopter to 
specialist anti-bum clinics 
around Sweden. Others 
were being treated in four 
hospitals in Gothenburg. 

“People were screaming: 
‘Our friends are in there! 
Our friends are in there!’ 
Some tried to go in again 
after their friends and not 
all of them made it back." 
survivor Dlaco Salwati told 
Swedish television. 

Officials said desperate 
young people searching for 
their friends among the sur- 
vivors had impeded rescue 
efforts. Schools in Sweden 


were closed for an autumn 
break this week. 

“It was very difficult for 
the policemen at the begin- 
ning because people were 
jumping from the roof and 
from the windows on to the 
policemen down below," 
Gothenburg police 

spokesman Bengt Staff told 
Reuters. 

Teenagers who went back 
into the building managed 
fo save abour 40 of their 
friends, one witness said. 

“I was outside the disco 
and heard bangs and then 
ran upstairs and saw smoke 
and people shouted and I 
saw them burning in the 
windows, some jumped out 
of the windows and broke 
their legs,” Heresh 
Daneshvar told Reuters. 

Private cars, taxis and 
buses took injured young- 
sters to local hospitals, 
which set up hotlines and 
crisis groups for relatives 
and friends of victims. 

“We never thought some- 
thing like this could happen 
in Sweden. This is proba- 
bly the largest fire catastro- 
phe we have ever had in 
Sweden.” Olin said. 

The centre where the 
Halloween disco was held 
is in a commercial district 
□ear the docklands of 
Gothenburg, Scandinavia’s 
biggest port, on Sweden’s 
west coast and about 4S0 
km from Stockholm. 


EU heads aim for consensus 
on global warming 


LONDON (R) — The 
European Union will do 
whatever it can to forge 
international consensus on 
how best to fight global 
warming at next week’s 
United Nations climate talks 
in Buenos Aires, ELI officials 
said Friday. 

But Europe should not be 
expected to broker deals 
between the United States 
and poorer countries on the 
key issue of voluntary cuts in 
harmful gas emissions, Peter 
Jorgensen, spokesman for 
the EU's executive 
Commission, told Reuters. 

Environment ministers and 
leading climate experts from 
around the world will meet 
in Buenos Aires next week to 
map a course for industri- 
alised countries as they rein 
in their emissions of green- 
house gases harmful to the 
earth’s atmosphere. 

“It is our opinion that 
industrialised countries are 
the ones who have created 
the problem (of global 
wanning), so we will have to 
be the ones to solve it,” 
JoigenseD said. 

“We will certainly do all 
that we can to see that this 
process does not die, but it 
will not be the EU's role to 


push the U.S. position onto 
developing countries," 
Jorgensen said 
The United States has said 
outright that it would ratify 
no international climate 
treaty without significant 
participation by developing 
countries, but Jorgensen said 
the EU hoped that hurdle 
could be overcome. 

“We are not crossing the 
Atlantic to fight the 
Americans, we are crossing 
the Atlantic to fight the 
effects of climate change." 
Jorgensen said. 

“We are not going to solve 
it the way the EU wants, or 
the way the Americans want, 
or the way the Russians 
want we are going to solve it 
in a way upon which we can 
all agree,’’ he said. 

His comments preceded a 
formal statement issued 
Friday by EU Commissioner 
of the Environment Ritt 
Bjerregaard. 

‘There is nothing on the 
table that the European 
Union is not willing, able 
and ready to discuss, but a 
few principles must be borne 
in mind," Bjerregaard said 
“The industrialised coun- 
tries need to demonstrate 
their willingness to go first,” 


she said 

While the industrialised 
world is thought to have con- 
tributed more than two-thirds 
of emissions over the past 
century, new economies are 
expected to account for 
about two-thirds of emis- 
sions growth over the next 
15 years. 

China, which produces just 
over three billion tonnes of 
carbon dioxide iCOZ) annu- 
ally and is expected to over- 
take the United States as the 
world’s largest polluter with- 
in the same timeframe, 
fought fiercely against devel- 
oping country commitments 
at last December’s Kyoto 
conference. 

Environmental groups 
have suggested that host 
country Argentina, as well as 
Brazil and perhaps South 
Korea, may be considering 
voluntary emissions cut 
announcements to help break 
the deadlock. 

Bjerregaard said that with- 
out ratification by the United 
States and other leading pol- 
luters. reduction targets 
established within the U.N. 
Kyoto Protocol would be 
“gone with the wind”. 

“We simply can not allow 
this to happen,” she said. 


2 U.S. servicemen in custody 
in hit-and-run on Okinawa 


TOKYO (AF) — Two U.S. 
servicemen were arrested in 
Okinawa on suspicion of 
injuring a man in a hit-and- 
run accident Friday, just 
weeks after a U.S. Marine 
was charged in an accident 
there that lolled a teenager 

A Marine corporal and an 
Air Force staff sergeant were 
driving an official military 
van from Marine Camp 
Schwab that allegedly hit a 
man on a moped Friday 
morning, said spokesman 
Cape. Bret Curtis. 

The man suffered a bruised 
hand but no serious injuries. 

The two servicemen, 
accused of fleeing the scene 
of the accident in Naha, 
Okinawa’s capital, were later 
arrested by Japanese police, 
Curtis said. Naha is 1.600 
kilometres southwest of 
Tokyo. 

The accident comes amid 
an edev political climate on 


the southern island since the 
death of 18-year-old Yuki 
Uema on Oct. 14 from 
injuries from the earlier acci- 
dent. 

U.S. Marine CpL Randall 
M. Eskridge, 23, of LaPorte, 
Indiana, has been charged 
with hit-and-run and drunken 
driving in the Oct 7 accident. 
His trial has been set for Nov. 
IS. Residents of Okinawa, 
where most of the American 
troops in Japan are stationed, 
have long resented the U.S. 
military presence, and crime 
is an especially touchy issue. 

T ask that you do not judge 
the actions of all Americans 
here on these two individu- 
als,” LL Gen. Frank Libunt 
the commanding general for 
the Marines in Japan, told 
reporters at a hastily called 
news conference on 
Okinawa. 

“We will remain focused on 
educating and t rainin g all ser- 


vice members on Okinawa to 
maintain hi gh standards of 
discipline,” he said. 

Hiromu Nonaka* Japan's 
chief government 

spokesman, was quoted by 
Kyodo News service as mak- 
ing a request to U.S. 
Ambassador Thomas Foley 
to ensure that die U.S. mili- 
tary enforce stricter discipline 
to prevent such accidents. 

Foley has expressed condo- 
lences for the earlier hit-and- 
run and met with Japanese 
Prime Minister Keizo 
Obuchi. 

The man hurt in Friday’s 
accident, Hitoshi NakaojL a 
27-year-old bank employee, 
was bruised when his small 
motorcycle turned over, 
Okinawa police spokesman 
Katsuya Matayoshi said. 

The van also crashed into 
two parked cans and was later 
found abandoned in a parking 
lot a kilometre away. 



Swedish Prime Minister Goran Persson lays a bouquet of flowers at the scene of a fire 
at an immigrants cultural centre Halloween dance which cl aim ed the lives of at least 
60 young persons. Police could not say if it was a racial attack but said several hun- 
dred youths aged between 13 and 20, both Swedes and immigrants, were at a 
Halloween dance at the Macedonian cultural centre when the fire started shortly 
before midnight (Reuters photo) 


EU Commission takes 
states to court over 
U.S. open skies deals 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
European Commission has 
begun court action against 
eight EU countries which 
have struck individual 
“open skies” agreements 
with the United States, a 
Commission spokesman 
said Friday. 

Austria. Belgium. Britain. 
Denmark. Germany. 
Finland, Luxembourg and 
Sweden all face the suit in 
the European Court of 
Justice. 

The Commission deems 
that the separate accords 
will have a negative impact 
on the working of the 
deregulated civil aviation 
market in the European 
Union and that they violate 
EU law. 

If the countries accept the 
Commission's mandate to 
negotiate an EU-wide avia- 
tion accord with the United 


States, “there are always 
ways to suspend the action 
before the European Court 
of Justice." the spokesman 
said. 

The Commission started 
legal action against the 
group of countries in 1995 
and 1996. saying that the 
deals risked provoking a 
discriminatory situation 
against some EU countries. 

The action was suspended 
in July 1996 after the EU 
council of ministers gave 
the Commission authorisa- 
tion to act on behalf of all 
its members in negotiations 
on airport slots, reservation 
systems access and envi- 
ronmental protection. 

But the Commission has 
now decided to reactivate 
the lawsuit to hammer out 
an agreement on the core 
issue: traffic rights. 

EU Tran spore 


Commissioner ' Neil 
Kinnock has said that indi- 
vidual countries unilateral- 
ly giving U.S. carriers per- 
mission to fly into the 
European Union in return 
for their airlines flying into 
the United States created 
serious distortions in terms 
of competition. 

Kinnock says most EU 
countries now want the 
Commission to handle 
negotiations on traffic 
rights. His spokesman said 
the pursuit of separate bilat- 
eral talks “weaken the EU’s 
position in any future nego- 
tiations and constitute 
another violation of com- 
munity law" 

The British government 
recently failed in an attempt 
ro transform an existing air 
agreement into an “open 
skies” accord with the 
United States. 


Tropical Storm Mitch 
weakens over C. America 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Russia, U.S. pursue food aid talks 

MOSCOW lAFF) — Russian agriculture chiefs launc hed a 
second day of talks with U.S. counterparts Friday in an effort 
to thrash out a deal on food aid which could help the ccwnny 
avert hunger this winter news agencies said. The team, head- 
ed by U.S. Department of Agriculture official Christopher 
Goldthwaite, met a Russian delegation led by Deputy 
Premier Gennady Kulik for talks which could gain Russrafer , 
more than a $15-mfflion aid package already pledged, 
Interfax reported. The agency cited sources close to the talks 
as saying a Sl-hillion, 20-year loan io buy U.S. wheat and 
meat was on the table, and that Russia could soon import 
some six-to-eight million tonnes of U.S. wheat as a result 1 
The U.S. embassy and Russian agriculture ministry could not 
comment on the substance of the talks. Russia's agriculture 

minister; Viktor Semyonov; said before talks began Thursday 

font the country was not facing food shortages ibis winter, and . 
warned foe West against using the argument as a pretext for ; 
“dumping” cheap imports on the Russian market But ana- j 
Jysts have pointed to Russia's poorest grain harvest in 40 
years and slumping imports as a clear sign that Moscow 
could struggle to feed its far-flung regions this winter. The 
government itself has set up an emergency two-w eek fo od - 
reserve to ensure people do not go hungry in coming months. 

Three more aid convoys for Kosovo 

PRISTINA, Yugoslavia (AFP) — International aid agencies 
sa id Friday they will send three humanitarian aid convoys to 
different regions of the troubled Kosovo province. The UN. 
refugee agency (UNHCR\ foe World Food Programme 
(WFP) and some non-government aid agencies will send 
convoys carrying food, hygiene kits and other necessities for 
southern regions around Suva Reka, KisnaReka and the cen- 
tral Kosovo town of Glogovac. Antfaea Webb of the WFP told 
AFP. Monday and Tuesday, eight aid convoys wens sent to 
the central southwest and northern parts of foe province. 
International aid officials said that the humanitarian situation 
in Kosovo was improving after Serb forces pulled out from 
many regions, allow ing displaced persons to return to their 
villages. 

Thousands watch as Taleban 
punish corrupt officials 

KABUL. Afghanistan (AP) — Thousands of people watched 
Friday as a bearded Taleban soldier beat three men who had 
been found guilty of taking bribes. The public beatings were 
in keeping with the Thleban's strict interpretation of Islamic 
law. which imposes public punishments, including capita) 
p unishme nt The force men were brought to foe grassy stadi- 
um and paraded before the crowds and their crimes read out 
before a soldier with a whip pulled them to one side and beat 
them, eyewitnesses said. Each man was given 36 lashes, as 
well as a six -month prison sentence: Abdul Wadood one of 
foe men who was punished, was an employee of foe religious 
police, the department whose officers roam the streets pub- 
licly beating women who are outside their home without a 
mate relative or are not wearing foe ah enveloping buitja. 
Wadood was found guilty of forging foe signature of foe 
defence minister on requisition slips. The other two men. Mr 
Qasim and Sber Jan, both were found guilty of taking foe 
equivalent of $35 in bribes. It wasn’t clear what they gave in 
exchange for foe money. The Taleban, whose origins are in 
foe Islamic religious schools of Pakistan, adhere to a strict 
version of Islam. In foe 90 per cent of the country under their 
control they have banned women from waking and girls 
from going to school They face men to wear beards and 
publicly beat anyone who shaves or trims his beard. 

Japanese-Brazilian held 
for multiple rape 

CHIBA, Japan (UPI) — Japanese police say they have arrest- 
ed a 30-year-old Japanese-Brazilian on suspicion of raping or 
attempting to rape at least 18 women in Chiba Prefecture 
since last November: Police say foe suspect was identified as 
Hello Hiroshi de Lima Amemiya, a factory worker and resi- 
dent of Sakura, Chiba Prefecture, east of Tokyo. The victims 
were all residents of the same prefecture and ranged in age 
between 17 and 34. They say Amemiya tried to rape a 27- 
year-old woman at her home in July by threatening her with 
a knife, but foe woman made a noise and he stopped the 
attack. Police allege that Amemiya would wait in front of foe 
local train station, randomly target a victim and follow her 
home in his car. Later during foe night, they said, be would 
sneak into foe woman's home and threaten her with a knife . 
Amemiya was arrested July 22 after being caught in the act 
of trying to enter an apartment, police said, and his other 
comes came to light during subsequent investigations. 

Croats, Serbs wage cyber war 
on Internet 


SAN PEDRO SULA. Honduras 
(R) — Tropical Storm Milch, its 
winds weakened to 64 kpb an 
hour Friday, unleashed a new 
round of kflJer floods and mud- 
slides Thursday that consumed 
homes, businesses and farm 
fields. 

Billed just days ago as foe 
fourth strongest hurricane of foe 
century, Mitch has been blamed 
for up to 50 deaths, about 30 of 
them in Honduras and foe evac- 
uation of more than 500,000 
people across much of Central 
America. 

“The situation on the Atlantic 
coast is totally chaotic, foe dam- 
age is incalculabie.” said Lt Col 
Anael Perez of Honduras's dis- 
aster prevention committee. 

In neighbouring Nicaragua, 1 1 
people were killed in mudslides 
Thursday, bringing Mitch's 
death toll in that country to 19, 
Red Cross officials said. Six 
other people were reported miss- 
ing. 

Honduran President Carlos 
Fixes toured the devastation 
Thursday, visiting crowded shel- 
ters and promising aid. He 
viewed towns around San Pedro 
Sula where hundreds of houses 
lay nearly submerged by rising 
muddy waters. 

“The danger is not over. The 
rain is supposed to continue at 
least another 48 hours," Flores 
said. 

Heavy rains also faced thou- 
sands to be evacuated from their 


homes in Nicaragua and 
Guatemala, and left an estimated 
4.000 homeless in Costa Rica, 
officials said. 

The U.S. National Hurricane 
Centre in Miami said Mitch 
could suddenly swerve west- 
northwest or northwest, taking it 
to the tip of Mexico's Yucatan 
Peninsula and into the oil-pro- 
ducing Gulf of Mexico. 

The centre warned that if 
Mitch moved back over water, 
the storm could regain some of 
its strength. 

At 4 am. EST (0900 GMT) 
the centre of the storm was 80 
kin south of La Ceiba. Honduras, 
according to the Hurricane 
Centre. With top wind speeds 
dropping Friday to 64 kph, it had 
weakened considerably from (be 
rare Category Five hurricane it 
became Tuesday with “cata- 
strophic” 295-fcph winds capable 
of levelling concrete buildings. 

Thursday, Mitch devastated 
foe Honduran coast and foe 
island of Guanaja. a popular 
tourist spot, with strong winds 
and heavy rain. 

On nearby Roatan. another 
popular tourist island, winds of 
169 kph blew off roofs, and high 
seas destroyed at least a dozen 
houses in the island community 
of Punta Gofda, according to 
Omar Anderson, a resident who 
spoke with Reuters by telephone 
from the island. 

On the mainland coast Mitch 
sent huge waves crashing onto 


the shore, uprooted trees and 
knocked over light poles. 

Farther away from Mitch's 
centre, days of rain turned the 
Chameiecon and Ulua Rivers 
into raging torrents near San 
Pedro Sula. an industrial city of 
600,000. about 165 km north of 
toe capital 

The flooded area in foe low- 
land valley, stretching from San 
Pedro Sula noth to die Adamic 
coast, covered banana planta- 
tions and sugar cane fields. Local 
newspapers said half the area’s 
banana crop had been lost 

By Thursday afternoon, most 
major roads out of San Pedro 
were covered with water and 
thousands of people were wad- 
ins from their inundated towns, 
on foot or on bicycles, laden 
down with chickens, pigs, or 
bunches of green bananas. 

Rood waters rose to within a 
few km of San Pedro Sula and 
officials said they feared parts of 
that city could be flooded. 

Just west of San Pedro Sula. 
foe flooding sent thousands of 
people Seeing into a huge tent 
camp set up along a highway. 

“It came up incredibly fast We 
had only 20 minutes to grab our 
stuff.” said Manuel Cardona, a 
46-year-old barber crouching in 
a makeshift tarpaulin tern with 
his wife, Maria Amalia, and their 
son, Jose. 

Church groups were distribut- 
ing drinking water, beans and 
tortilla pancakes to the homeless. 


ZAGREB (R) — First they fought with guns, then they strug- 
gled with diplomacy, but now Croais and Serbs have moved 
their fight fa supremacy into cyberspace. A group of Serb 
hackers called ‘Tina Rnka” (Black Hand) broke onto the 
web site of Croatian state-owned daily Vjesnik Wednesday 
evening, writing slogans like “We’re fighting for the truth and 
for Serbia". Goatian hackers retaliated the next day, blocking 
the site of the Serbian National Library, Vjesnik repotted 
Friday. “Read Vjesnik and not Serbian books”, their message 
said Vjesnik is closely-linked to the Goatian authorities and 
President Banjo Tudjman's government and r uling party. 
“Iliis has nothing to do with politics. This is simplySir reply 
to their propaganda. We wanted to show them we’re better 
hackers,” said a member of Croatian Mind Hackers who rang 
the daily Thursday nighL “If they break into Goatian cyber- 
space. 0 ** more time we'll hack their government’s server,” 
he said Cma Ruka hackers gained publicity earlier this 
month when they entered the site of Kosovo Information 
Gntri^ run by ethnic Albanians who fight for independence 
from Serbia. Croatia gained independence from SettHtoi- 
nated Communist Jugoslavia in 1991 after fighting a war 
against its rebel minority Serbs. 

Kenyan farmer injured 

trying to milk elephant 


~7 7 — » “v — wnue sne was gc 

with her call a Kenyan newspaper reported Friday 
DaJy Nation sard Peter Baraza, 21, crept up on foe wib 
pbam near Lake Nak^ m Kenya’s Rift Valtey and mar 
to puH ready a pint of ntilkbefore the cow realised it w; 
her eof that was suckling. Tbe elephant tossed Baraza ar 
half-filled can in the air and pursued him as be soar 
badly, winded up a neaityj tee. It then uprootedfoe free 

“.fS ** ^ Baraza SOI clingj 

foe bra^ TIk My Nahon said foe cow was finJ! 

enacted by a group of screaming women and Baraza wa 
cued and taken to hospital. The newspaper S ™ 
Baraza ^vfooajff^ broken ribs and a c&skxataU 
der — - med to milk the elephant 


ahircj 



World News 


Jordan Times, Saturday, October 31, 1998 





- : ; • As 


K3;«S& 

’”'’= 5 SSs 




e aid 




CQ nv oys 


* 


. . 'r? T kter 

i 

: • . v^. p Cr 


.. ** 

.r; 

: ' 

■toiaa*}! 


EC president meets China’s top leader 
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BHUXNG (AFP) — 
European Commission 
President Jacques Santer 
met Friday with Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin to 
cement sharply improving 
ties following a decade of 
confrontation over human 
rights. 

Santer. making the first 
trip to China by an EC pres- 
ident since the crackdown 
on pro-democracy demon- 
strators in Tiananmen 
Square, hailed his encounter 
as "friendly and construc- 
tive'' and said the visit 
reflected an overall upgrad- 
ing of relations with China. 

He said he had seen 
■‘improvements” in China's 
human rights record, despite 
a rash of recent detentions 
of. dissidents..,. 

.' .Samer also < said .the two 
, sides,- had agreed . to forge ; 
ahead on< China's long- 
awaited entry into the World 
Trade Organisation, on the 
condition that China made a 
“significant and substantial" 
improvement to its curTenr 
offer. 

“We stand ready to help 
bring the negotiations on 
China's accession to a suc- 


cessful conclusion before 
the next round of multilater- 
al trade negotiations is initi- 
ated," he said. 

"To achieve this China 
would soon need in provide 
a significantly substantial 
and improved offer to open 
its market to foreign gouds 
and services,” he added. 

Beijing has led a 1 2-year 
campaign to join the global 
trade body, saying the WTO 
suffers from excluding an 
economic and trading 
power of its importance. 
But all of its entry offers 
have been refused, on the 
grounds they do not provide 
adequate market opening, 
even though China protests 
that too high a price is being 
demanded of it. 

Both, the United States 
and Europe have recently 
expressed fears the grinding 
Asian financial crisis will 
reverse China’s slow steps 
towards market opening, 
with Beijing increasing pro- 
tectionism towards its 
domestic industries. 

Commission deputy presi- 
dent Leon Britian acknowl- 
edged the difficulties facing 
China and warned there had 


been "no dramatic accelera- 
tion” in China’s attempts to 
enter the WTO. 

A decade v*f shaky ties 
between China and Europe 
— largely prompted by 
human rights concerns fol- 
lowing the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square massacre — was 
finally put 10 rest in April 
when the two sides 
launched what they called a 
“global partnership" and 
agreed on the need for a 
greater counterweight to the 
U.S. domination of world 
decision making. 

The imminent launch of 
the euro has also improved 
links, with China looking to 
the new European currency 
to offset its reliance on the 
U.S. dollar. “China supports 
the introduction of the Euro 
and has high hopes for the 
stability of the new curren- 
cy," Zhu was quoted by 
Xinhua as telling Santer. 

“We hope the euro will 
play a positive role in stabil- 
ising the international 
finance system,” Zhu 
added. Santer, who is 
accompanied by commis- 
sion vice president Leon 
Britian, and monetary 


a/lairx commissioner Yvcv 
Thibuult de Si Ip u\, follows 
a stream oi European pre- 
miers who have visited 
Beijing this autumn. 

Irish Prime Minister 
Bertie Ahern started the 
influx in mid-September, 
followed by French Premier 
Lionel Jospin. British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair and 
Finnish Prime Minister 
Paavo Lipponen who have 
all declared much-improved 
tics with China. 

Belgian Premier Jean -Luc 
Dehucnc is scheduled to 
arrive Saturday, while 
Spain’s Prime Minister Jose 
Maria Aznur was also to 
have visited, but has put off 
his trip for political reasons 
back home. 

Saturday, the European 
commission delegation will 
visit the central province of 
Hubei, devastated by the 
summer floods, and meet 
representatives of the Red 
Cross and the aid croup 
Medecins Saits Frontieres. 
The delegation will also 
visit Shanghai and Hong 
Kong before returning to 
Brussels, 


Slovakia gets new government 
as strongman Meciar bows out 
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BRATISLAVA (AFP) — A 
new Slovak government took 
office Friday as authoritarian 
Slovak premier Vladimir 
Meciar, widely blamed for his 
countiy’s failure to join the 
EU and NATO, resigned fol- 
lowing a ballot defeat. 

Slovak Democratic 

Coalition (SDK) leader 

Mikolas Dzurinda, who spear- 
headed the opposition vicroiy. 
was formally appointed as the 
ex-Communist country's new 
prime minister at the head of a 
20-member cabinet. 

Meciar, whose Movement 
for a Democratic Slovakia 
(HZDS) was defeated by a 
grouping of four opposition 
parties in elections last month, 
formally tendered his resigna- 
tion in the opening session of 
Bratislava's Dew parliament. 

Meciar has been seen as a. 
key hurdle to Bratislava's 
entry to the European Union 
and NATO. European leaders 


have expressed hope the new 
government can put Slovakia 
on the fast-track to EU entry. 

The four opposition parties 
won some 60 per cent in the 
SepL 25-26 ballots, against 26 
per cent for the HZDS. 
Together they have 93 .seals in 
the" 150-seai single-chamber 
parliament. 

Under a cabinet deal, the 
SDK has nine government 
posts, against six for the Party 
of the Democratic Left (SDL), 
three for the Hungarian 
Coalition party (SMK) and 
two for the Parry of Civic 
Understanding rSOPi. 

Of other key portfolios, 
Eduard Kukan (SDK) was 
named foreign minister. Rival 
Kanis (SDL) defence minister 
and Ladislav Pinner (SDK) 
interior minister. 

Sources said SOP leader 
Rudolf Schuster will be pro- 
posed bv the new ruling 
majority for the countiy’s 


presidency, left vacant since 
March when head of state 
Michal Kovue ended his man- 
date with no elected successor. 

SDL head Jozef Migas was 
elected parliament speaker in 
the new parliament’s opening 
day Thursday. 

The Slovak election result 
has been welcomed with bare- 
ly disguised satisfaction by 
foreign governments and the 
European Union. 

Slovakia, which split from 
the Czech Republic in 1993. 
was snubbed for EU entry last 
year on political grounds, “We 
hope steps will be taken to 
improve the potential climate 
and address the problems con- 
cerning the political criteria 
that have so far kept Slovakia 
outside the negotiating 
process,” said a European 
Commission spokesman. 

The United Suites said 
Wednesday that the elections 
reflected a "desire of the 


Slovak people for change.” 

"We urge all concerned to 
make the transfer to power to a 
new government in an orderly 
and expeditious manner," said 
U.S. Suite Department deputy 
spokesman James Foley. 

Some Slovak analysts point 
out that this may not be the last 
of Meciar, who has a habit of 
bouncing back. He may be 
hoping that chronic divisions 
among the opposition parties 
could lead to fresh elections 
with a couple of years. 

In his resignation announce- 
ment to the country's 5.5 mil- 
lion citizens, Meciar cited a 
traditional Slovak song say- 
ing: "1 never did anything 
wrung. I never harmed a sin- 
gle one of you." 

Commenting on the elec- 
tions. Meciar said bitterly it 
was "the end of the Slovak 
way. This way was never 
defended by the forces which 
won these elections. 


Charles, Camilla attend wedding — but apart 

„ IJU n.-ti.-.irvl Cor £1 mil- and Camilla face the world ing lus queen. 


LONDON (Ri Prince could be syndicated for £1 nd- 

Charies and his longtime lover lion »SL68 ni ^ on > ^ 
Camilla Parker Bowles made sfehi of 
frm.-page tadlto^ Friday by wWl 0 


,v.> 


going to a wedding — but it 
wasn’t theirs and they arrived 
separately. 

Tie pair made their first 
appearance in public together 
since Princess Diana's death in a 
Paris car crash last year when 

■L. 4. . 1 f - 


dren Tom and 
brought Prince 
wedding of 


I jin: Charles 

Hairy to the 
Simon Sebag- 


WCUUlllf. — — _ . 

Monrcfiore and Santa Palmer- 
Tomkinson. 

■■Toaether ... but minutes 

- . . « .i. _ Aiiiwyr 






Paris car crash last year when ^ 

they attended a glittering society ^ „„ paper 

W ? ldin f A . nrtt lo castigated the couple, saying: 

But they were careful not to U1SU - ., — ct^n 


upstage the bride and groom 
and arrived 20 minutes apart at a 
London synagogue Thursday, 
thwarting photographer; look- 
ing, for a piceless shot to send 
around the world. 

The nearest they got to the 
shot thar photographers say 


'•The" least they can do is stop 
mes-qnc about and treating us 
S^IdkMS. They . should huue 
been side by side. 


and Camilla 
together ?” 

“With military precision, they 
played cat and mouse with die 
media," said The Express, com- 
plaining that her big blue hat 
was wildly flamboyant. 

"Absunily, they did every- 
thing they could to avoid being 
pictured together." 

But Charles, casting off his 
staid image and gradually 
emerging fiom the shadow ol 
his glamorous ex-wile, is tread- 
ing GUiiiously in his campaign 
to get Britons to accept his con- 
sort. 

Opinion polls show his popu- 

_ unlit mrm* flltd 


upuuvil p-”- I 

‘ '•Smae. apart" bemoaned the lanty soaring ™ 

-s^Stsss? 

^'ohthen. will' tolas the idea of Camilla ever term- 


ing Itis queen. 

Camilla and Charles look the 
unprecedented sic p of issuing a 
joint statement Sunday, denting 
they had co-operated in a new 
royal biography which claimed 
Diana was the first to have an 
affair and accused Iwr of mak- 
ing death threats to Parker 
Bowles. 

Charles pleaded lor privacy 
— both for him and his teenage 
sons, still struggling to come to 
terms with their motlw’s death. 

And in a move that would 
have been unthinkable a year 
ago in a nation plunged into 
grief over Diana’s death. Parker 
Bowles will next month host a 
50th birthday party for Charles 
that is lo be attended by fellow 
European royals. 


North Ireland Protestant 
militia’s ceasefire move 
offers glimmer of hope 


BELFAST (AFP) — 
Disappointment at the failure 
to meet Saturday's deadline 
for u key phase of the 
Northern Ireland peace 
pruccv. softened Friday alter 
an extremist Protestant militia 
indicated u permanenr cease- 
fire. 

Tlie Loyalist Volunteer 
I-orte (LVF). one of the rax 
ruthless Protestant terTorisi 
crixips in Northern Ireland, 
promises a permanent end to 
violence and is willing to pub- 
Jicly destroy part of its arse- 
nal, a spokesman told The 
Times newspaper. 

The ceasefire move came 
amid gk«>m about the failure 
to meet the Oct 31 deadline 
creainiL’ a local government in 
Ulster :md a commmee link- 
ing ministers from Belfast and 
Dublin because of a row over 
terrorist JisanuamcftL 

ll confirmed by a ftimul 
statement from the L\'Fs 
eight- men ihcr "army coun- 
cil", it could herald a conclu- 
sive end to Protestant viev 
lenctf, responsible for around 
a third of the 3,500 deaths 
over 29 years of conflict. 

The LVF declared a cease- 


fire six mouths ago. but the 
gosemnienr has so far 
oflkially rec^iiLsed the ces- 
sation of hoailities as gen- 

UIIK. 

RecognitiiHt that a militia's 
ceasefire is genuine is a condi- 
tion for its prisoners to be 
freed from jail early under the 
terms of Northern Ireland’s 
historic April 10 peace accord. 

The two large Protestant 
militias, the Ulster loiumcer 
Force fLVFi and ihe Ulster 
Freedom Fighters :UFF). 
have been on cea-efire since 
1994. 

The LVF otter u> destroy 
weapons — CvXtJittLinal upon 
LV'F prisoner- being included 
in the early release scheme — 
could also enciHuage other 
terrorist groups to hand in 
their guns. mainstream 
PrLHestant politicians believe. 

The Priitesiant head of the 
local cm eminent in Northern 
Ireland, Davtd Trimble, has 
refused to turm a government 
in which members o!' Sinn 
Fein, the political winy of the 
IRA, participate until the IRA 
begins surrendering its 
weapons. 

Sinn Fein sn rum fats 


accused Trimble of trying to 
sabcuage the historic April 
peace scrtlemcnt and warned 
of growing disillusionment 
among the pro-united Ireland 
Roman Catholic community. 

Thursday. Irish Prime 
Minister Bertie .Ahem warned 
of the possibility that the 
elected Northern Ireland 
assembly could “remain 
marooned in a shadow exis- 
tence” if the areas for the 
emss-burder bcxlies* c^iper- 
ation were not identified. 

Under the April peace 
accord, the new. Belfast exec- 
utive was to have agreed by 
Saturday with the Dublin gov- 
ernment at least J2 areas, 
including education, health 
and agriculture, for all-Ireland 
cooperation. 

All the new institutions are 
due to be up-and-runn 'mg by 
February next year. 

The L\F spokesman inter- 
v lowed by The Times saiJ the 
LVF realised that Nortliem 
Ireland had massively backed 
the accord in a referendum in 
May. and there was no point 
in ''del ending people who 
don't wish to be defended". 

To show iLs commitment. 


the L\T would hand over 
weapons publicly in front of 
television cameras, he added. 

The LVF. formed in 1996, 
soon established a reputation 
for ruthlcssnevs, including the 
murder of a young Roman 
Catholic girl as she slept 
beside her Protestant 
boyfriend. 

In December, after ilhr mur- 
der of its leader Billy Wright 
inside Belfast's top-security 
Maze pris»:in by j renegade 
Roman Catholic militia the 
LVF launched a wave of retal- 
iatory killings that left eight 
Catholics dead. 

its aim has been to defend, 
by iem:«r. British rule over 
Northern Ireland against the 
Irish Republican .\rm> ;ind 
other pro- untied Ireland 
groups. 

Wednesday . B rifain ' s 

Northern Ireland Secretary 
Mo Mowlam told parliament 
she would consider declaring 
the LVF ceasefire genuine 
“within weeks" after a fresh 
security assessment 

She. however, is wan tiiat 
the i.ictic nuy be a ploy to get 
it> prisoners released early. 
The Times said. 


Gingrich behind Republican campaign 
ads focusing on Clinton scandal 


Washington <afp> — 

House of Representatives 
Speaker Newt Gingrich was 
behind a surprise Republican 
leievision ad campaign focus- 
ing on President Bill 
Clinton’s sex scandal. The 
Washington Post said Friday. 

The ail blitz launched one 
week before Tuesday’s leg- 
islative elections was aimed 
at energising the 
Republicans’ core .supporters 
whose enthusiasm was wan- 
ing alter the Republicans lost 
die budget battle earlier this 
month and media interest in 
the Clinton sex scandal 
declined. Republican sources 
told the daily. 

The SI0 raillion-ad cam- 
paign marked an abrupt 
reversal for the Republicans, 
who pulled earlier scandal 
ads when public opinion 
turned against them. 

The campaign features the 


Pinochet 
appeal 
likely to 
be heard 
this week 


LONDON (AFP) — An 
appeal against a British High 
Court ruling quashing the 
arrest of former Chilean dic- 
tator Augusto Pinochet is 
Jifcely to be heard Wednesday 
and Thursday, a judicial 
spokesman said Friday. 

The spokesman for the 
British justice department 
said that the date for the 
appeal — before a panel of 
five senior judges from the 
House of Lords, Britain’s 
highest court — would be 
confiimcd at the beginning of 
the week. 

Wednesday the High Court 
in London ruled that British 
police had acted unlawfully 
in arresting Pinochet because 
he enjoyed immunity from 
prosecution as a former head 
of state. 

But it ordered that the 82- 
ycar-old general be kept in 
detention pending appeals 
from prosecuiors to the 
House of Lords. 

If the House of Lewis 
upholds the High Court rul- 
ing, Pinochet "would be a 
free man”, the British prose- 
cutor's office has confirmed. 

TTie ruling would invalidate 
moves lo extradite him to 
Spain and Switzerland and 
other countries seeking to 
question him about his mili- 
tary rule. 


first direct assault by 

Republicans un Clinton's 
affair with Monica Lewinsky 
since polls showed a backlash 
against the party's Ocl S vote 
to open impeachment hear- 
ings against the president. 

The ads, which obliquely 
refer to the sex scandal, were 
carefully pur together to make 
sure they reached the 

Republicans' base without 
infuriating Democratic and 
swing voters. Rich Galen, an 
informal adviser to Gingrich 
told the daily. 

One of the three 3U*second 
spots shows January footage 
of Clinton — who confessed 
to the affair in August — 
wagging his finger at the 
camera" and \ehemendy 
denying any "sexual rela- 
tions” with Lewinsky . 

The narrator does not 
explicitly refer to the scandal 
but prods uMerx to 


it s 


your 


"Remember, 
choice.” 

.Another advertisement 
shows a young mother asking 
another “What did you iell 
your kids?’, then lamenting: 
“For se\en months he lied to 
us." 

The Republicans hoped the 
ad campaign would not draw- 
much media attention, one 
Republican consultant told 
the daily. “They never intend- 
ed for this to be an eight on 
the Richter scale.” 

A White House official 
however insisted the strategy 
appeared to be backfiring. 

"Our polling shows this 
increases Democratic intensi- 
ty.” said While House politi- 
cal director Craig Smith. 

The Republicans have an 
1 1-seat edge in the House of 
Representatives, in which ail 
435 seats are up for a vote, 
and /told 55 seats in the 1 00- 


member Senate, where 34 of 
the 100 seats are up for grabs. 

Republicans are expected to 
widen their advantage, as it is 
traditional for the party con- 
trolling the White House to 
suffer losses in midterm elec- 
tions. 

But smaller-than-expeeted 
gains could chasten them 
ahead of the launch of new 
impeachment hearings in 
coming weeks. 

A Wall Street Joumal/NBC 
news poll published 
Thursday gave the Democrats 
u ihree-percentage-point edge 
over Republicans among 
likely voters in the Nov. ? 
midterm elections. The poll 
showed voters favour 
Democratic candidates over 
Republicans by a 46-43 per 
cent margin — reversing a 
four-point lead the 
Republicans enjoyed just one 
month aso. 
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Enjoy a Zombie night in a stary atmosphere at 
Latinos Restaurant# Bar. 

cover charge with welcome drink!: JD.j per person +20% taxes 
cover charge fi set menu.- JD.15 per person +20% taxes 
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Shared responsibility 


THE SUICIDE attack against an Israeli 
school bus in the Gaza Strip Thursday is 
precisely the kind of irresponsible act that 
moved Israelis further to the right and into 
the arms of hard-liners and extremists. On 
the eve of the last Israeli general election in 
1996, Palestinian extremists carried a string 
of suicide bombings against Israeli civilians 
that effectively paved the way for the elec- 
tion of Benyamin Netanyahu as prime min- 
ister and for the right- wing parties to gain 
the upper hand in the Knesset. There 
should be no doubt in the minds of 
Palestinians that the consequences of all 
such bombings have worked against their 
national interest. The continuation of this 
strategy of violence would therefore be an 
act of extreme folly that stands to hurt the 
Palestinians more than anyone else. 

No wonder the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) has moved more forcefully 
in the wake of the latest suicide attack than 
on all previous occasions to arrest several 
Hamas activists including putting the 

B ’s spiritual leader Sheikh Ahmad 
i under house arrest Palestinian 
extremists obvioulsy share the same agenda 
with Israeli hard-liners and thus should be 


contained and stopped from damaging the 
overall interests of peace for which moder- 


overali interests of peace for which moder- 
ates on both sides are working. 

In” retrospect it was the ill-conceived and 
ill-measured commando attacks ' against 
Israel that led to the disastrous wars in 1956 
and 1967, when the Arabs were dearly 
unprepared for a major war. Whether the 
Arab side decides to wage war or make 
peace, the decision should be taken by the 
central government and not groups which 
operate outside its authority. It is a simple 
equation — compare the heavy costs of 
such irresponsible actions with their minus- 
cule political and military advantages. 

That is why the PNA is indeed duty bound 
to exercise full authority over all actions 
that emanate from the territories under its 
control. Israel must not be served addition- 
al excuses on a silver platter to frustrate 
every peace agreement that may lead the 
Palestinians closer to their aspirations. At 
the same time Israel must also contain and 
control its own extremists who have already 
played havoc with the peace process ana 
even threatened the life of Netanyahu 
because he accepted in principle to with- 
draw marginally from Palestinian lands. 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was assassi- 
nated because he wanted to make peace 
with the Arabs. Extremists will stop at noth- 
ing to achieve their aims. The enemies of 
peace whether in Israel or the Arab side 
must therefore be fought at all levels. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra Vs Tareq Massarwab hailed the prime minister's 
decision to suspend the sale of the government’s stake 
in the Jordan Telecommunications Company. 
Privatisation is a new uendnn the world, but what is the 
use of privatising the JTC while the Cabinet makes the 
decisions, pondered Massarwah. He suggested that the 
company's assets be evaluated, its budget be made pub- 
lic. and its shares be floated on the Amman Stock 
Exchange. He said Jordanian banks are saturated with 
money, the Central Bank floats shares with tens of mil- 
lions of dinars a year, he said. What do we need a strate- 
gic foreign partner for: the money or the technology, the 
writer asked. He said the country has enough money to 
fumish such an operation, and modem technology is 
available to whoever wishes to pay for it. Besides, what 
guarantee is there that after the strategic partner buys 
foe government's share, he will not sell it in two years 
time, asked Massarwah. 


A1 Dustour’s editorial commented on the recent car 
explosion in Israel and predicted that the incident will 
pass without affecting foe implementation of foe Wye 
River accord. The Arabic daily expected that similar 
incidents will take place in foe coming few weeks in a 
bid to destroy foe long-awaited deal signed between the 
Palestinians and the Israelis. The paper said both foe 
Palestinian activists and foe Israeli extremists will 
undertake such sabotage to halt Israeli redeployment 
from foe West Bank. The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) was put under pressure after foe 
explosion, and forced to arrest Hamas leaders, said foe 
paper, and cautioned foe PNA to-be very careful when 
dealing with such incidents coinciding, and not to bow 
to Israeli extortion to avoid greater split among the 
Palestinians themselves. 


Jordanian Perspective 


Dr. Musa Keilani 


Another nail in the coffin 


WE HAVE heard that foe latest kmeli-Palestmian agreement 
signed in Wye as a major breakthrough in the Middle East peace 
process. Almost everyone is jubilant except foe Palestinians, and 
the U.S. media described it as perhaps the most important 
agreement after foe Camp David accords signed by Egypt and 
Israel. 

The media hype that the Wye negotiations and the signing of 
foe agreement received gave the world the impression that Israel 
and foe Palestinians have settled all foeir differences and agreed 
to make eternal peace, and everything is fine and dandy in the 
Middle East from now on. 

But what many unfamiliar with foe Middle East fail to realise 
is that is a concerted effort indeed not to expose foe reality that 
the agreement did not make any new ground. Israel has only 
agreed to give the Palestinians a fraction of what it was supposed 
to offer under the Oslo agreements. In return, the Palestinians 
have agreed to undertake draconian measures against 
Pales tinian opposition to Israeli-dictated solutions and towards 
formally giving up the very essence of Palestinian rights. 

It is not as if Palestinian leader Yasser Arafal had a choice at 
Wye, where he confronted nothing but no-win situations cou- 
pled with American and Israeli pressure wherever he turned. 
And. given his obvious anxiety to shore up what he sees as the 
nucleus of Palestinian nationalism — the self-rule authority — 
rather than wasting time trying to change foe fundamentals of 
the game, Arafat chose to sign of the dotted line. 

We in Jordan would have been the first to rejoice and hail foe 
Wye deal as a dramatic breakthrough if it meant that Israel 
agreed to negotiate genuine peace in the Middle East on foe 
basis of respect for the legitimate political and territorial rights 
of the Palestinian people. 

The importance of the extent of the territory it would return to 
foe Palestinians would have taken a step back against foe accep- 


tance of the truth that foe peace process would continue to 
remain messed 14 ) as long as Netanyahu sought to force his ver- 
sion of a solution down the Palestinian throat. 

The Wye accord would indeed have been foe biggest break- 
through in the Middle East peace process if it had outlined foe 
jprhniral sragfts of negotiations towards an agreement which 
would not compromise the very essence of foe Palestinians 
cause. Instead it only hammere d in another nafl in tfas c offin of 
Palestinian aspirations by imposing conditions on behaviour 
and restricting foe very scope of a final agree m e n t 

It would not have really mattered whether Israel would hand 
over 10 per cent or 13.1 per cent of West Bank land to 
Palestinian control if the light ar the end of the tunnel was 
Palestinian independence and statehood and what was left to be 
discussed was the technical aspects of an Israeli withdrawal 
from the territory in the spirit of die land-for-peace formula. 

Quite simply, foe Wye agreement serves Israel's purpose of 
perpetuating its physical and political control of the Palestinian 
territories as a whole while using the Palestinian self-rule 
authority to quell Pales tinian nationalist sentiments, whether 
hard-line or moderate. 

The only element which made any sense at aH during the sign- 
ing of the ceremony was the emphasis and glittering tribute all 
leaders gave to His Majesty King Hussein's unwavering com- 
mitment to peace. The King's passionate appeal to ail to rise 
above differences for the sake of the people they represent and 
future generations spoke for itself.' 

Regardless of whether it was made ar Wye or for detached 
from the context of foe Arab-Israeli conflict, what the world 
beard from the King was not simply the wisdom of foe decades 
of his daily batdes with the problems of the Middle East. It was 
the conviction of a soul and spirit winch has risen far above nar- 
row political interests and is able to see foe conflict and situation 


in a much broader context and perspective foar is not limited to 
the pros and cons of the Wye agreement 

The King received the highest accolade for his amtrituaon to 
giving foe Wye negotiations that much-needed extra nudges 
wherever they were needed, including that make-or-break 
moment where Israel was holding out fra: the release of its con- 
victed spy in foe US- 

Seen in the framework of what the King has always stood for 
and continues to stand for, the lofty words of praise be has 
received and would receive in the future would never be enough, 
because living up to the noble concept of justice for all is foe test 
tribute anyone can pay to his univeasal cximmitment to peace. 

We saw very link, if any at afl, so for of any such aanmatroeni 
on the part of Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, who 
is obviously mare preoccupied with protectin g his slan and sal- 
vaging his political career than giving moderation, justice and 
fairness any serious thought 

If any thing, he has asserted alter Wye that there will be no 
freeze in Israeli settlement buDding in foe West Bank, indudmg 
Arab East Jerusalem, no swift release of Palestinian prisoners 
and no fhllnw-up action on the Wye accord urflil the Palestinian 
self-rule regime met certain conditions. These assertions tell the 
U.S. that the Israeli prime minister has not picked up an iota of 
the message that the King was sending in tus short speech at foe 
. signing ceremony. 

While foe King's noble sentiments for universal peace and 
jirerire ham* added tn Tn n^tan^an<; , pride in their beloved Monarch, 
and in themselves, we cannot but pity our neighbours, the 
Israelis, that their leader is taking them to the brink of disaster if 
only because of his narrow vision and political priorities. And 
disaster it would be, in the medium-tram if not in the short-tenn, 
if he continues to believe that stalling tactics and stop-gap solu- 
tions lead to security and peace far his people. 
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Millennium jitters in the Holy Land 


All eyes still 


THERE IS a frenzied race against the 
clock in Jordan, Israel and foe Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) involving 
massive sums of money and time. 
Specialised teams, under the supervision 
of foe most knowledgeable and capable 
directors, are working night and day to 
meet a rapidly approaching deadline. 
Even the media in the respective coun- 
tries have been recruited to help ensure 
foe success of the vital, and sometimes 
compering, projects under way. 

You may think I am describing foe 
fight against " 160011501 ," implementation 
of the Wye agreement or an intensive 
public relations campaign to explain how 
“cooperation" with Turkey does not 
equal “ties," but T"m not The focus, in 
fact, of these Herculean efforts is the 
drive to attract religious tourists to foe 
celebrations marking foe 2000th anniver- 
sary of the birth of Jesus Christ And 
while Jordan, Israel and foe PNA won't 
be in a position to offer salvation to foe 
wayward soul they are all working to 
provide an atmosphere in which mira- 
cles, such as foe Healing of foe Tourist's 
Waller. Tourism Industry Resurrection 
and the Feeding of the 5,000 at Hashem, 
will truly happen. 

Each country has its own areas relating 
to the life and times of Jesus and is work- 
ing feverishly to promote them. The PNA 
boasts Bethlehem, where it all began, as 
well as other areas of biblical importance 
such as Hebron and Jericho. Israel, for its 
part, counters Bethlehem with Nazareth, 
where Jesus spent a large part of his 
youth, and throws in the Sea .of Galilee 
and Megiddo, leading contender for foe 
privilege of hosting Armageddon, to 
boot. Jordan, not to be outdone, offers 
Christian visitors foe chance to be bap- 
tised at foe same spot as Jesus as well as 


the chance to view the scene where a 
herd of demon-possessed swine leaped 
off a cliff to their death. 

But despite the fervour of the three 
hosts-to-be, there are some questions and 
odd bits associated with all the prepara- 
tions. At Megiddo. the Israeli tourism 
authorities are reportedly installing holo- 
graphic video screens depicting a futuris- 
tic. eodrof-the-worid battle. I haven't 
seen reports of which parties will be por- 
trayed in this conflict, but I feel confident 
in predicting that Israel will be foe with 
ner. If this is the case, I recommend that 
foe Israeli authorities make the losing 
side Mongolia, cm- perhaps another far 
away country, in order to avoid offending 
any neighbouring state. 

In foe PNA" areas, tourists who have 
had too much holiness for one day can 
head for foe new casino and indulge in a 
little sin. The possibilities of an endless 
cycle of “sin and repent" are ripe, and I 
can see several long-term guests in 
Palestinian towns. Perhaps they can also 
open a branch of Gamblers Anonymous 
as another source of income? 

Unfortunately. Jordan has some unan- 
swered questions concerning prepara- 
tions for foe 2000th anniversary of Jesus’ 
birth floating around. One immediate 
one is what is going to happen when all 
the Year 2000 tourists leave? Will there 
be enough normal tourists to support foe 
planned increase in hotels and other facil- 
ities? Can the Jordanian tourism industry 
continue developing to attract visitors for 
something other than a once-in-a-miflea- 
niura event? These questions and others 
have already been raised but the answers 
may have to waiL 

But all the work going in to attract vis- 
itors and their hard-earned money may 
not come to much. There have been per- 


sistent warnings about the end of the 
world ai many points in the past; and now 
that the second Christian mill e nnium is 
drawing to a close, new predictions of 
Earth's immin ent demise are being 
issued. The planners directing foie 
tourism boards around the region might 
do well to take these forecasts into con- 
sideration when devising long-term pro- 
grammes or working to ensure sustain- 
able growth. 

But L for one, am not worried. 
Following a re-reading of certain books 
using a new scientific method I personal- 
ly devised. I lave found a way 10 avoid 
any peril resulting from earth-ending 
events. I can't provide too many details 
about it right now, but let's just say that . 
foe plan involves certain space-bound 
vehicles. Unfortunately, as foe saying 
goes, there's no such thing as a free 
lunch. This information is going to cost 
people who want to be in the know, to foe 
tune of about $150 per week. 
Contributions can be sent directly to me, 
care of foe newspaper. I feel confident 
that most rational persons, after compar- 
ing my method of dealing with the rad of 
foe millennium to those of various offi- 
cial tourism boards, will take me up on 
my generous offer. 

RECOMMENDED READING: Fear 
and Loathing in Las Vegas, by Hunter 
S. Thompson. Good lock finding this 
book here. The .novel tells the story of 
a journalist and his lawyer on an 
assignment covering a motor-cross 
rally and a police convention. There 
are certain other details in the book 
that I am omitting dne to concerns 
over propriety, but don’t let that scare 
yon away. Fear and Loathing well 
earns its second title, A Savage 
Journey into the Heart of America. 
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October 28 poll shows Middle East issues 
top Arab American political concerns 


Week 
in 

Print 
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IN THIS election year where all signs are pointing to a significantly 
low voter turnout a small but concentrated and motivated con- 
stituency can make a difference in some key races. 

'Although Arab Americans are only one percent of foe nation, they 
are highly concentrated in a few geographical areas and have in 
recent years demonstrated heighten^! activity in U.S. politics. For 
example, the Arab American Institute/ ANA TV Network. Inc. exit 
polling in foe 1996 presidential elections showed that 61 percent of 
Arab American registered voters participated in foe elections; a num- 
ber which compared favourably with the 49 per cent average nation- 
wide. 

The national Arab American registered voter rfarahaw shows that 
Arab American voters are well represented in 55 congressional dis- 
tricts across foe United States. In those districts Arab Americans 
range from between 1-5% to 4-5% of the total voting population. 10 
of these 55 districts are among this years more competitive races, 
including Michigan's 12th district (Levin), Pennsylvania's 15fo dis- 
trict (McHaie, open), and California's 24th district (Sherman). 

37 per cent of the Arab Americans polled were registered 
Democrats, 24 per cent were Republicans and 15 per cent declared 
themselves Independent. However, when asked how they intended to 
vote in this year’s congressional elections, 53 per cent indicated pref- 
erence for a Democratic candidate while only 29 percent supported 
a Republican. 

Arab American activity in politics goes beyond voting. 41 percent 
of the Arab American voters polled have contributed to a political 
candidate, while 225 per cent indicate that they have worked on a 
political campaign. 

The Arab American voters polled haw strong views eta the current 
crisis in Washington, expressing support for the President in numbers 
roughly paralleling foe rest of the U.S. public. 

38 per cent say that the Resident should be left alone, while 19 per 
cent say that foe President should be censured but remain in office. 
Thus, a total of 57 per cent wouldsee the President finishing his tam 
This contrasts favourably with the 375 per cent who indicated a 
desire to see foe President removed from office (21% favouring 
impeachment and 165% per cent favouring resignation'). 

The Middle East is of great importance to Arab American voters. 
When asked how important a Senate or congressional candidate’s 
Middle East position would be to winning their vote, 64 per cent stat- 
ed foat it was important, with only 17 per cent saying foat It was 
unimportant 


Arab Americans voters feel this concern for foe Middle East 
because of strong familial ties with the region Although two-thirds 
of foe Arab Americans polled were bom in foe United Stetcs, 46 per 
cent have travelled to the Middle East and cner two-thirds have fam- 
ily and friends in the Arab World. 

Other issues specific to Arab Americans that ranked high in their 
concerns: 




Important Not Important 


Civil Rights of Arab Americans 91 

The Rights of Palestinians 85 -5 

Keeping Immigration Open & Fair 82 J 

Protecting Lebanese Sovereignty 84 

Human Rights in the Arab World 80 

Supporting Arab Americans in 
Elections 76 

The slants of Jerusalem 75 


Mummam 



Among these issues, foe question of civil rights r anks the highest, 
possibly because a disturbingly laige number of Arab Americans 
(31%) actually report that they “have beat (fisrriminaffiri against 
because of [their] Arabic ancestry." 

As the numbers indicate Arab Americans have strong views, as 
well about a number of critical Middle East issues. - 
In addition to the data above, the poll also shows that 80 per cent 
of Arab Americans agree foat there shoold be a Palestinian stale, with 
only 12 per cent cfisagreeing. At the same time 74 per cent feel that 
laael has a right to exist, with only 14 per cent disagreeing. There is 
a strong consensus (cutting aaoss afl the different; rompooent groups 
within the commumtyj on this issue and the issues of civil rights. 
Jerusalem, Lebanon and human rights in the Arab Wbdd. The only 
issue on which there is not a community-wide consensus is on the 
question of ending foe economic sanctions against Iraq. On tins issue 
46 per cent of foe Arab Americans polled would agree with ending 
the sanctions while 42 per cent would dol 
With regard to U5. policy in the Middle East. 725 per cent fed 
that foe policy is biased toward Israel A sHgbtly mere positive view 
is held of the Clinton Adminisaation’s handling of the Middle East 
peace negotiations. 53 per oent hold a favourable view of foe 
Administration's work, Male 31 pa cent do not 
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Rabin widow assails Netanyahu three years on 

Bv Howard flni i«_ » W 


By Howard Goller 

Reuters 

THREE YEARS after Yitzhak Rabin’s ass 
sinauon, hjs widow has Wasted Prime Min’ 
isler Benyamin Netanyahu for the shape of 
jsrad s ties with the Palestinians and for , he 
SC om she says he still heaps on her husband 




Speaking days before ,he anniversary of 
die Israeli leader s murder. Leah Rabin wel- 
corned the new land-for-seeurity deal that 
Netanyahu forged with Yasser Arafat hu 
she regretted .t was sealed in an atmosphere 
marred by suspicion and distrust. 

Mrs Rabin. 70, will not forgive Netanyahu 
for creatine what she insists was the atmos- 
phere that prompted Yigal Amir, a voun" 
religious Jew opposed to peace iWes to 
shoot her husband twice in the back at u Tel 
Aviv rally on November 4, 1995. 

« jsrJ ^. ’ fel ’!T*)j! re a F5 lhmgs lhai y° u cannot forgive" 
: -- - sa,d Wld ™' remembered for her compo- 

v: — -*- hfcir« sure during his funeral, attended by leaders 

from around the world. This year, like Israel 
itself, the Rabins would have celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary 
Interviewed at her office, a Poem crowded 
with paintings, photos and sculptures of her 
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hushanj Leal! Rabin mid , he u „ cl , 
Wished she could talk lo him now and Ml it 
her duty to defend him from Netanyahu \ 
attacks. 

We aren t in the habit of areumy with 
Mrs. Leah Rabin,” Netanyahu's office said 
when asked to respond in her eharues. 

Kabin s widow receives 
invitations to commemora- 
tions and other events from 
all over the world. Letters 
come non-stup. 

People of all sorts say 
they identify with her loss. 

Not long ago a tall and 
handsome man approached 
her in New York. 

“I admired and loved, 
your husband." he said, 
shaking her hand, "and 1 
am troni Iraq" — a country 
formally at war with Israel. 

She feels a sense of guilt that Israelis did 
not take seriously the wumings that a Jew 
might kill her husband. 

But she said any "itieshuuaiielt" — or 
“crazy" — who took aim at an Israeli prime 
minister today would likely fail because of 


tightened security. 

"Tlnne Cali always be another Yigal Amir. 
However the prime minister is totally, total- 
ly, totally differently protected now". Even 
ii there is a Yigal Amir, 1 don’t think he has 
such a chailce as this Yigal Amir had." she 
said. 


having planned to give 
the Palestinians 92 per 
cent of the West Bank 
land which Israel cap- 
tured in the !%7 Six* 
Day War, thus putting the 
country at risk. 


‘The Palestinians want peace. 

They deserve peace. They are entitled to 
have peace — as much as we want 
and are entitled to have peace ’ 
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This week, hardline rightwingers, angry at 
the new peace deal, branded Netanyahu a 
"traitor" and a "liar'' at a protest outside his 
Jerusalem home, reviving memories lor 
Leah Rabin of the insults hurled at her hus- 
band he tore his murder. 

She still holds 
Netanyahu, then the 
leader of the opposi- 
tion Likud Party, 
responsible for the 
mood three years 
ago. The assassin 
Yigal Amir was 
even something of a 
victim, brainwashed 
by a climate of 
incitement, she said. 

When they came 
to power seven 
months after the 
murder, most Likud 
members dropped 
their opposition to 
the land-for-peace 
policy that her hus- 
band. an ex-array 
chief, put into 
action when he and 
Arafat reached 
across decades of 
conflict in 1993 to 
seal a breakthrough 
deal on the White 
House lawn, she 
said. 

Nonetheless, Net- 
anyahu has gone on 
making what she 
says are unfounded 
charges against 
Rabin, accusing his 
Labour Party of 


Israel so far has com- 
mitted to giving up 4U 
per cent of the West 
Bank — more than 13 
percent ol it by 
Netanyahu — and more 
stands to be given up in 
talks yet to be complet- 
ed. 

”1 don’t think there was ever jn intention 
from my husband and his cabinet and his 
government to return one inch beyond 50 
per cent. So what is this talk now about 92 
per cent that has no anchor in any kind of 
reality?" Rabin said. 

“Whoever intended to go back to the Six- 
Day War borders ? My husband was the com- 
mander of the Israeli army during the Six- 
Day War... Time and again he emphasised 
we shall compromise on the land <huu we 
shall not return to the Six- Day War borders." 
She said Netany ahu. on his return from the 
L T .S. summit where he negotiated last 
week's accord with Arafat, haJ since serv ed 
up more of an attack on her husband than a 
defence of the deal. 

Rather than presenting ihe agreement on 
its merits, she said, Netanyahu had sold it as 
having minimised the dangers of the Oslo 
peace process which he reluctantly inherited 
from Rabin. 

'The man's dead, he was murdered due to 
this kind of incitement. They murdered him 
and now I hear all over again they incite 
against him and his agreement, that he 
neglected the defence of the people of 
Israel,’’ she said. 

"Yitzhak Rabin, the soldier of 27 years, 
the minister of defence of eight, nine years, 
he neglected the security? 1 think that -the 
security was number one on his agenda 
when he was negotiating the peace." Despite 
public reassurances that all would be well. 



Leah Rabin at her husband’s funeral three years ago (file 
photo) 


Netanyahu came home with a L'.S. -brokered 
deal that she said w as already show ing signs 
of faltering. On Thursday Netanyahu’s cabi- 
net delayed a vote on it for lack of a Pales- 
tinian security plan. 

“There are a lot of unclear parts in this 
agreement, very unclear. He always talks 
about the ‘horrible’ Oslo agreement as being 
like Swiss cheese with holes. 1 say this 
agreement is like a fisherman's net — with 
very many holes," she said. 

She hoped the deal nonetheless would 
hold, backed in parliament by her husband’s 
Labour Party. 

Insisting she had to speak her mind, even 
if some Israelis disliked what she had to say, 
Leah Rabin reserved her strongest criticism 
for Netanyahu's approach to the Palestini- 
ans. What w as missing, she said, was a com- 
mitment to reconciliation. 

"How do you make peace with people that 
you constantly tell how dangerous they are. 
how you suspect them, all kinds of measures 
they ’have to take in order to secure this 
agreement? "And standing there in the press 
conference and saying, 'If they give, they'll 
get' — this is not a language to make peace. 

This is not a peace process." she said. 

"Why draw a picture that the Palestinians 
are a threat to our existence? I mean this is 
such nonsense. They are not. They want 
peace. They deserve peace. They are enti- 
tled to have peace — as much as we want 
and are entitled to have peace." 
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.: st Young Israelis hold one of the torchlight vigils held alf over the country in memory of assas- 
" : sinated Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, ahead of the third anniversary of his death. The Israeli 

leader was killed by religious Jew Yigal Amir at the end of a Tel Aviv peace rally November 4, 
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PARTICIPLES ON PARADE 

By Bernice Gordon, Philadelphia, Pennsylvar 






ACROSS 
. i Embarrass 
6 Wanes 
10 Cause anxiety 
15 Manipulated 
IB Gospels' source 
material 

20 Walloping wind 

21 The Hobbit* 
character 

22 Celestial explosion 

23 Blue 

25 Accepting 

humiliating deteal 

27 Interstice 

28 EmtnenL conductor 

30 Obtained 

31 Neighbor ot Syr. 

33 Moves ai o quick 
pace 

34 Memento _ 
(reminder ot 
mortality) 

35 Lacks 

40 Mmlc 

41 Barbecues 
45 Cooperating 
47 Prettifying 

49 Units ot work 

50 Parent, for 
example 

52 ShoJtwwaid 

53 College seniors' 
lest abtor. 

54 Give a tace-8tt 
56 Gentier ot 


57 Briel-death notices 
59 Gaze 

81 "A Visit from 5L 
Nicholas' poet 
83 Knitting stitches 

64 Painted a finger at 

65 Hlgh-fiber 
Ingredient 

68 Fireside yams 

69 Chinese 
reilgtonists 

70 Fairy-tale villains 
*71 Kind of sandwich 

72 Soviet collective 

73 Domesticated 

74 W. Hemisphere 
protection sysL 

75 One: It. 

Tfl Vowed 

BO Creative skfll 

81 Relative of an 
anapest 

82 Exam 
conpositions 

85 Brariefing tod 

88 Stenting ty 

90 Indcating 
92 Lawyer 
03 Mgm flyer 

95 Bad'uns 

96 Actor Julia 

97 Mr, Ts outfit • 


-■a Rent-sign abbr. 

100 Jewish mystic Ol 
old 

iC3 Hillary or Chelsea 

105 Disney Studios 
head 

110 Forming couples 

112 Not taking 
seriously 

114 Comparative 
phrase 

115 Tractor 
manufacturer 

116 Power current 
abbr. 

117 From now on 

118 Guevara and 
others 

119 Sequence 

120 Score 

121 Play pranks 


DOWN 

1 _.Rtxneo (Italian 
car) 

2 Afrikaner 

3 'A Death in me 
Family" author 

4 Missile shelter 

5 Saluting 

6 Coop Item 

7 Aromatic unguent 

8 Became inflated 

g Sanitation system 

10 Aided in crime 

11 Truth twisters 

12 Palo CA 

13 Sluggers stat 

14 Snake-Wiling 
mammal 

15 Anointment 
1$ Alphabetize 

17 Bacchanalian cry 
iB Dally start 
2d Winston Cup 
circuit 

26 Russian wilier 
29 Saturate 
32 Study anew 

34 Hebrew lawgiver 

35 Teen lollower7 

36 Be dull 

37 Indication 

38 Coordinated outtll 

39 Dry. white wine 

41 b.c Europe arts 

42 Singer Leslie 

43 Comer tower 

<4 Proceeds quWdy 
45 Gtfi-owners - lobby 
48 Train tracks 
51 Drum roll 
55 Planet 

58 British gun 

59 Black thorn Dames 
50 Plano pushd? 

62 Now world grp. 
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63 Sunscreen 
Ingredient 

64 Night flyer 

65 City on the Rldaau 
Canal 

65 Noah's peak 

67 Smaa bird 

68 Prop or charger 
starter 

:69 Pleki 

Cooperstown 

71 Cory 

72 Diarist Nin 

74 Actor Conrad 

75 G.l. entertainment 
unit 

.77 Assne.. 

78 Newspaper 
section, once 

79 Adam's grandson 

81 Subtlfl Implication 

83 Sptaah of liquid 

84 Pofletvbccring 


organ 

87 Malodors 
BB Tohoran resident 
89 Minute aquatic 
organism 
91 Iniuitlon 
94 Sobucoous cysi 

97 Actress Woodard 

98 Smackers 
IDO Grand sags 

101 Window element 

102 Web location? 

103 For both soxes 

104 No. m Russia 

106 Popaye's Pea 

107 Plnla's Sstor ship 

108 Customary extras, 
bnetiy 

109 Eyngman ol South 

Korea 

ill European niil- 
113 Saloon rocks? 



MitfapaM 



THE ARAB CENTRE FOR HEART 
AND SPECIAL SURGERY 



- "*■[: • ;'.«J tier- 


Advanced Fertility Unit 

On the occasion of opening the Advanced Fertility Unit, the Arab 
Centre for Heart and Special Surgery will host the medical infertility 
team of the European Hospital in Italy as of 20.1 1 .1 998. The team is 
headed by 

Dt-- Peter Zsolt Nagy 

Consultant in Obstetrics and Gynaecology and a pioneer of the ICSi 
technique in Belgium. During his stay, the team will be applying the 
latest techniques used for in vitro fertilisation (test tube babies) and 
assisted reproduction. 



For further details and appointments 
please contact the Advanced Fertility Unit at: 
f Tel: 5921199 - Ext. 200, Fax: 5921282) 
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Thomson Bank Watch sets 


Jordan still embroiled in bureaucracy, red tape — study 


Jordan B+ sovereign rating 


AMMAN (R) — U.S. 
financial services firm 
Thomson Watch Thursday 
assigned a B+ sovereign 
risk rating for Jordan with 
a stable outlook saying 
that despite the country’s 
slow growth it was pro- 
gressing in structural 

reforms. 

“‘Despite the slow 
growth experienced by the 
Jordanian economy, the 
country is moving along 
with the ambitious pro- 
gramme of structural 

reforms centred on export 
and tourism promotion 
and supported by the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), the World 
Bank and the international 
community." said Kamai 
Shehadi, vice president, in 
a statement sent to 

Reuters. 

The rating puts Jordan 
on par with Brazil, 
Lebanon and Peru and one 
notch below Turkey and 
El Salvador, the rating 
agency said. 

Shehadi said Jordan had 
also benefited from steps 
to reduce significantly its 
external debt burden, cur- 
rently around $6 billion, 
through ‘“debt forgiveness, 
debt conversion and debt 
rescheduling.” 

“Successive govern- 
ments have demonstrated 
rheir abilirv to raise addi- 


tional revenue and to con- 
trol the growth of expendi- 
ture," Shehadi said. 

But the rating agency 
said the last two years of 
slow growth has “diverted 
the government from 
meeting its fiscal target 
and has exacerbated a very 
serious unemployment 
problem." 

The U.S. bank risk 
agency, referring to Jor- 
dan's poor track record in 
privatisation, said Prime 
Minister Fayez 

Tarawneh’s government 
appeared more determined 
“to overcome technical 
hurdles and political oppo- 
sition to privatisation." 

But Thomson Bank 
Watch said the govern- 
ment's determination 
hinged on two major 
deals, the sale of a 40 per 
cent stake in the state 
owned telecomms firm. 
Jordan Telecommunica- 
tions Company (JTC) and 
the debt-ridden state air- 
line Royal Jordanian. 

The government, in its 
•first major step to priva- 
tise state holdings, con- 
cluded last week a deal 
with French Lafarge S.A. 
to sell a major 33 per cent 
of Jordan Cement Facto- 
ries Company, the sole 
cement producer. 

But in a setback, the cab- 
inet halted a decision to go 


ahead with the telecoms 
sale to a foreign strategic 
investor after only one 
bidder was left competing. 

Thomson pointed out 
Jordan’s vulnerability to 
major external constraints, 
citing Middle East peace 
uncertainty, renewed ten- 
sion in Iraq and a decline 
in oil prices which reduce 
critical worker remit- 
tances. 

“Jordan faces political 
and economic risks ema- 
nating from the military 
and political develop- 
ments on the Arab-Israeli 
front as well as Iraq. Ten- 
sions have scared away 
tourists, closed off impor- 
tant export markets in Iraq 
and the West Bank and 
dampened enthusiasm for 
investment." Shehadi said. 

But the bank rating 
agency said Jordan was 
positioned to attract 
through U.S. and Euro- 
pean Union free trade 
accords, foreign direct 
investment in manufactur- 
ing which taps the King- 
dom’s pool of skilled 
labour. 

Thomson Bank Watch 
said it would continue to 
monitor Jordan’s 1999 
budget and an expected 
new IMF-directed eco- 
nomic reform programme 
to see if they signal a 
return to fiscal discipline 
or a move towards an 
expansionary fiscal policy. 

Jordan has hinted it 
needs to inject more liq- 
uidity into the economy 
even at the expense of a 
higher budget deficit, offi- 
cially set at around seven 
per cent of gross domestic 
product to activate the 
sluggish economy. 

Thomson Watch said this 
would “exacerbate the 
country’s external position 
and unleash inflationary 
pressures. ” 


By Suha Ma’ayeh 

AMMAN — Efforts by the 
government over the past 
six years to encourage 
investment in Jordan have 
failed to cut the red tape suf- 
ficiently in registration pro- 
cedure. according to a recent 
study. 

The study, conducted by 
the Foreign Investment 
Advisory Service, a joint 
service of the International 
Finance Corporation and the 
World Bank and the United 
States Agency for Interna- 
tional Development said 
that despite attempts to 
reduce trade barriers, lower 
tax rates. liberalise foreign 
exchange and open up to 
private investors, the 
decades-old administrative 
system has hindered 
investors from benefiting 
fully from the changes intro- 
duced. 

The study questioned the 
“cumbersome" approvals 
investors are required to 
obtain prior to establishing a 
business. 

Investors have to provide 
several authorities with the 
same information which 
results in wasting the 
investors' time, duplication 
of efforts, and a waste of 
governmental resources, the 
study said. 

“ Sectoral licences by min- 
istries, the company comp- 


AMMAN — Despite a 
multi-million contract at 
the Amman Financial Mar- 
ket {.AFM), the stock mar- 
ket price index dived to a 
new low not recorded since 
16 months. “This reflects 
the continuation of despair 
among investors." a broker 
said Friday. 


trailer's role in commercial 
registry and the professional 
licence by die concerned 
municipality do not serve a 
clear governmental pur- 
pose." the study stressed. 

Local and foreign compa- 
nies that wish to operate in 
the country must register 
under Jor dani an law. 

The study showed that 
registration needs the 
approval of the comptroller 
of companies, and final reg- 
istration with the registrar, 
both at die Ministry of 
Industry and Trade. 

In order to improve the 
registration process, the 
study recommended that 
there be one office, the reg- 
istrar. in which a simple 
process and form is needed 
to collect necessary infor- 
mation. 

It also suggested that a 
duly appointed agent, an 
attorney for example, can 
act as a sole incorporator, 
presenting himself at the 
comptroller’s office and 
signing the registration doc- 
uments instead of req uirin g 
all prospective partners to 
do so. 

However, die establish-, 
ment of the Investment Pro- 
motion Corporation in 1995 
by the government was 
aimed at simplifying the 
investment procedures. 

The corporation grants 
incentives to companies 


Naim Naqeeb, a broker at 
the stock market, said that 
despite a JD7.5 million 
contract on Saturday cover- 
ing shares of the Jordan 
National Bank, trading in 
the shares of rest of the 
companies last week 
remained below expecta- 
tions. 

The AFM’s weekly 
report showed that turnover 
amounted to JD11.4 mil- 
lion compared to JD4.5. 
million or 153.3 per cent 
increase over the previous 
week. The average daily 
turnover stood at JD23 
million compared to 
JD900.000 a week ago. 

• The report indicated that 
the general price index fell 
to 160.9 points, the lowest 
since July 1997. compared 
lo 161.1 points in the previ- 
ous week, a 0.16 point 
drop. Shares Of b anking , 
industrial and insurance 
firms recorded declines 
which amounted to 0.09, 
0.14, 2.11 points respec- 
tively. 

“The decline in the price 
index was due to the 

(Continued on page 9) 


such as tax reductions, 
exemptions of customs 
duties and sales tax on 
imports. 

In practice, the study 
showed that obtaining the 
corporation’s approval for 
duty exemptions is “burden- 
some,” especially that the 
corporation exists in 
Amman and does not have 
any branches. 

Companies, which receive 
their goods at the port of 
Aqaba, prefer to pay cus- 
toms dunes on goods (when 
duties are small), in order to 
avoid travelling to the 
Investment Promotion Cor- 
poration premises where 
their original shipping docu- 
ments have to be stamped. 

To ease the process, the 
study urged the government 
to decentralise the operation 


and to relieve the corpora- 
tion from directly monitor- 
ing import duty exemptions 
and assign the responsibility 
to the Custom’s Depart- 
ment. 

“Decentralisation will 
allow the corporation to get 
closer look to clients and to 
function more effectively in 
facilitating investors’ 
needs,” the study indicated 

The study also pointed out 
other administrative barriers 
investors face such as 
obtaining a work permit, 
final licensing by different 
minis tries, especially that 
some manufacturing activi- 
ties require more than one 
ministry’s approval. 

“It may take a week to a 
month for a building permit 
a month to a year for envi- 
ronmental clearance; and 


several months to several 
years to lease land from die 
state” the study indicated. 

The study, which aims to 
help the government in 
establishing the agenda -sod 
timetable for simplifying 
Jordan’s investment sys- 
tems, also searches for ways 
to remove the barriers. 

“Some functions currently 
carried out by. different 
agencies could be com- 
bined. Others that are sim- 
ply duplicating each other 
should be eliminated. An 
overall effort would not only 
benefit investors, but also 
would save the time and 
resources for the govern- 
ment as a whole " the study 
stressed. 
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WITHOUT COMPROMISE 
Created Not Made. 


DA IANI 


ewe Hors. 

At Amra Forum Hotel Shopping Coni*;. 1 ' 
Phene 55271 IS Fax 5527110 


CORFU 

RESTAURANT 


Halloween week special offer 
None violent atmosphere 
Prices will not scare you 
Our beef is not crazy 
Lunch or dinner for J.D. 5.000 only 
Choice of app or salad + P. steak 
(pepper, Diane, Garlic, or grill) 

Our mad barman is ready for your 
Punch, Kicktail ... 
or strait on the rocks 


Just make your way to corfu 
For more details Call 5680185 


SHOWTIME 

MULTI-CHANNEL DIGITAL TELEVISION 
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ENTERTAINMENT ** SAFEWAY <J 

Today 
1 Only f 1 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates Prices as at — 30/10/98 17.-62 
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Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

CAD 

TTL 

NLG 



US Dollar 

_ 

1.6547 

0.5968 

12519 

11648 

12473 

1636.10 

12644 

5.5440 


DEMarfc 

0.6043 

- 

02603 

0.8160 

7029 

02347 

98845 

t-1274 

32518 

_ 

GB Sterling 

1.6755 

2.7738 

- 

22628 

19525 

22925 

2741.74 

3.1262 

92962 


CH Franc 

0.7397 

12247 

0.4413 

- 

8821 

1.1441 

1210.74 

13825 

4.1051 


JP Yen 

0.0086 

1.4190 

0.5119 

1.1690 

.. - 

12268 

14.04 

160.05 

4.7681 


CA Dollar 

0.6463 

1.0485 

02799 

02519 

123 

- 

1037.76 

1.1829 

3.5160 


JTUra 

0.0006 

1.0102 

0.3642 

0.0825 

140647 

02445 

- 

1140 

3.3879 

i 

NL Guilder 

0.5364 

88.66 

0.319S 

7241 

62.40 

0.8286 

876.44 

- 

22720 


FR Franc 

0.1804 

02982 

0.1074 

24.3700 

20.98 

02787 

33.63 

33.6300 

- 




R 

Itiddle Eastern Currencies 



Currency 

USD 

JOD 

SAR 

BAH 

OAT 

KUW 

AED 

LBP 

EGP 

' 

US Dollar 

_ 

0.7090 

3.7605 

0.3770 

3.6402 

02014 

3.6727 

1501.00 

3.4250 


Jordan Dinar 

1.4104 

- 

52898 

0.5317 

5.1343 

04250 

5.1801 

2117.07 

42307 


Saudi Riyal 

0.2666 

0.1890 

■ 

0.1005 

0.97 

0.0803 

028 

40021 

02132 


Bahrain Dinar 

Z.65 

12807 

92488 

- 

9.68 

>0.7994 

9.74 

3981.64 

9.0854 


Qatar Dinar 

0.2747 

0.1948 

12303 

1.0303 

- 

0.0828 

121 

41224 

0.9409 


Kuwait Dinar 

3.3184 

2.3527 

124457 

12510 

12.08 

- 

12.19 

4980.92 

02409 


Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

0.1930 

1.0212 

0.1026 

02912 

0.0821 

- 

408.69 

02326 


Lebanese/1000 

0.67 

04724 

24987 

02512 

24262 

02008 

2.4468 


22818 

- 

Egyptian 

02920 

02070 

1.0950 

0.1101 

12628 

0.0880 

1.0723 

43825 

* w 



Energy Mid-East Currencies 


Oils 

Last 

review; 


Currency ' '* 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

* JPY 

. i 

Brent 

020 


0.00 


SA Riyal. 

02666 

0.4414 

0.15918 

026062 

31.0887 


W. Texas 

1420 


1427 


AE Dirham 

02723 

045078 

0.16252 

026825 

31.748 


Bonny 

020 


0.00 


KW Dinar 

32184 

549451 

1.98098 

4-48833 

386297 


-Dubai 

• 12.73 

u 

<1227. 


.-.-.BHDinar -j 

j&mi 

iM*”, 

128328 

3.58809 



ULGas 

-13620 


13620 

.. . ■- 

CYPound •: 

2.0378 

,-326S5> 

12141 

2.7538 r 

237208 


•jodci 
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«l 
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0.710 


Parted 

mm 

|EBl3L1 

-*- 

MAP 


GB Startling 


1.1857 

1.1916 


SB'S 

raps 


Months 

la i 


DE Mark 


04282 

04303 


USD 

52388 


4.9788 

4.7513 


CH Franc 


02284 

0229 


GBP 

72756 


62080 

6.6609 


FR Franc 


0.1277 

0.1283 


JPY 

02522 

04034 

I’S'lTtl 

04662 

■ .1 

JPYen 


0.6063 

0.6033 


DE|fl 

3.5000 

32967 


Um! 


NL Guilder 


02791 

0.381 


FRF 

3.5098 

1.2563 

lttv.il 



rr Lira 


04325 

04347 



1.0000 

3.5703 

3.5410 



* Source 

Central Hank of Jordan 



4.6290 

42180 

32620 




Main Equity Indices 


Bourse 

Index. 




KF0I 

Low' 

EE3- 

NewYork 

DOW JONES 

859124 


1.14 

E2TE3 

8498.12 

8496.03 

Newyork 

S&P500 

1097.61 

11.68 

128 

1097.61 

108523 

1085.93 

London 

FT-SE 100 

54102 

52 

0.97 

54552 

6398.1 

53582 

Tokyo 

. NIKKJE225 

1356451 

-10421 

-0.76 

ESS 

134546 

13668.7 

Paris 

CAC40 


5029 

145 

356121 

3512.66 

348343 

Frankfurt 


4671.12 

121.79 

2.68 

4722.09 

4609.99 

454923 


AFM price index 
continues sliding 

By Threq Ayyoub 


THE Daily Crossword Ecflted by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 "Ticklish* 

muppet 
5 File up 
TO Roman 
commoner 

14 Flourish 
vigorously 

15 Hebrew 
prophet 

16 One with 
regrets 

17 Be an omen ot 

18 The Birth ot 
Venus' artist 

20 One who grins 

22 City on 
Onondaga 
Lake 

23 Italian port 

25 Actress Russo 

26 Sect members 
29 "Calendar Girl" 

singer 

33 French friend 

34 Loam and 
loess 

36 Played again 

37 Perjurer 

39 Buenos 

41 Skedaddle! 

42 impressionist 
painter 

44 Foretell 

46 TV movie 
channel 

47 Moe and 
Sheet e.g. 

49 Sfax resident 
51 della Robbia 

53 Bar, regally 

54 Develop a 
stomach 
problem 

58 Most vigorous 
61 Swiss surrealist 

63 Draft status 

64 Gone forever 

65 "Cry, the 
Beloved 
Country" writer 

66 Scrapes by 

67 Writing fluids 

68 Reflection 

69 Puls on 

TOWN 

1 Recedes 

2 Weaver's 
frame 


t 

i 

3 

A 

| 

5 

B 

7 

e 

fl 

1 

10 

ii 

pn 

13 

14 
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32 
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48 
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52 
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64 
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67 
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Philadelphia, PA 

3 "Reclining 
Nude" painter 

4 Brunch choice 

5 Food of the 
gods 

6 "Osole * 

7 Divisions of 
plays 

8 Goat-man 

9 Former EngBsh 
counties 

10 Goes before 

11 Corker 

12 Marine 
shockers 

13 Soft, French 
cheese 

19 Chair maker 

21 Oklahoma city 

24 Courtyards 

26 Comforts 

27 Inuft craft 

28 Proud step 

30 Russian- tram 
sculptor 

31 Shrine at 
Mecca 

32 Russian writer 
Chekhov 

35 Transition 


□00 □□□□□ 
00B 00Q0B 
QEJ0HCIIIC100 
□□Q0EJB0Q 



«DDS 

BBB BBBl 


DUKE 


SEES 


(OigMMniMiSnfEnte 
Jungwaw inwd 


38 Retoms the 
incumbent 
40 Daylight 
43 Cornwall town 
45 Moreno of 

"West Side 
Story' 

48 Garlic shrimp 
50 Did it alone 


52 Mr. Ts group 

54 Jamaican citrus 
fruit 

55 Literary notable 

56 Wooden barrel 

57 Snger James 

59 Visualized 

60 Pravda source . 
62 Dress 


Peanuts 



MOM. A COUPLE OF 
D065 JU5T WALKED 
BY..THEY ALMOST 
LOOKED LIKE THEY 
COULD BE SPIKE'S 
BROTHERS.. _ 

' — U 



II NO, THEY 



o 

BE 601N6 

g 

SOMEPLACE 



•n 

1 

am 

? 





Andy Capp 
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OH/ 1 SEE 
WHAT MEAN, 
PET— A CALAMITY 
THAT AFFECTS US 

BOTH IS ONLY 
HALF A CALAMITY 
- -RIGHT** 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 





4ZUI4C H 

CRl/MM CRUNCH 

CRUNCH cftuilOf 

fRUtJCI 

Ki ce,i\ 

cpunc W 4 cRiNd 




“Have you ever noticed that you - 
only chew loud when I'm- talking?” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAI 
by Hanri Amour and Ml lea Argiil 


DAGUR 

1 

wwJJ SR 


i 1 " l i n i ■ 

SEDUE 


mourn 

ibi 

METHEL 


mmmm 


THACAT 



mm 



Ans: 




XX 


X 


Now arrange the circled letters 
form the surprise answer, ass 
Qesied by the above cartoon:.* 

i ry y 

A LA 


, . U1 . (Answers tortw 

Yesterdays GAUZE BEFOG FORBID 

demolition crew — A BIG RAZE •- -L 

Ls4 
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— ■ mew o f news from the Arabic Press 

Besses export as lifeline 
a Qe the deepening recession 

- TC .U., I ■ , 


** EXPORT IS the best and most effective 
way to salvage the economy from the 
retreating conditions, said Indusin- and 
Trade Minister Mohammad Saleh Hourani 
when he opened the plant of a company for 
manufacturing suitcases. “The government 
is currently working hard to open outside 
markets for Jordanian industries to break 
the cycle of retreat presently witnessed bv 
the markets,” he emphasised. 

Hourani stressed that the government is 
strongly seeking to encourage investment 
and provide ail the services that would con- 
tribute to developing and increasing local 
production and encouraging local indus- 
tries. He indicated that the government, in 
cooperation with the private sector, can 
remedy the problems of poverty and unem- 
ployment stressing that the private sector 
has a fundamental role in creating job 
opportunities and arriving at positive 
results to develop the national economy. 

Speaking during the opening ceremony 
of the plant, which is situated at AJ Hassan 
Industrial Estate in Irbid, the director gen- 
eral of the Jordan Industrial Estates Corpo- 
ration (JIEC) said 16 companies have 
reserved sites at the Irbid estate. 


JIEC chief Amer Majuli added the areas 
which were reserved for local, Arab and 
foreign investors represent 97 per cent of 
the 344 dunums ot land that constitute an 
expansion to the Irbid industrial estate. 

According to Majali. the 16 companies 
will bring a total of JD73.1 million uf 
investments and will create 10,235 new job 
opportunities. At present, he said, there is a 
total of 57 plants operating in A1 Hassan 
Industrial Estate. 

“Of these plants, which carry un overall 
investment of about ID 100 million and 
which have provided 3,000 job opportuni- 
ties, 19 industries represent local- Arab, 
local-foreign. local- Arab- foreign and 
Arab- Arab joint ventures with an invest- 
ment of aruund J048 million that have pro- 
vided 1,800 job opportunities. 

The plant that will manufacture suitcases 
is a member of the international Buscan 
Group which is based in Hong Kong. 

The capital of the industry is JD5 million 
spread between Jordanian and U.S. 
investors. The plant has created 200 job 
opportunities which will become 2,000 
upon carrying out expansion plans (Al 
Aswaq + Al Ra’i). 


-r r\i i;. 

Jordan approves selling a third of 
cement company to French Lafarge 

T3YWUT U.i. r „ j , i . . . 


** THE CABINET has approved a deal to 
sell 33 per cent of the Jordan Cement Fac- 
tories Co. (JCFC) to French cement giant 
Lafarge, an official said Thursday. 

Lafarge presented the best tender offer 
and will buy 20 million of the govern- 
ment’s shares for $100 million, the'official 
said. 

Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh said that 
being able to “attract $100 million, espe- 
cially at times like these in the internation- 
al market,” would “boost the credibility” of 
the Jprdanian economy. 

The government controls and currently 
owns 49.3 per cent of the country's sole 
cement producer, Jordan's third-large si 
company, and will also sell a small per- 
centage of its share to local investors. 

The rest of JCFC, established in 1951, is 
owned by 60,000 private shareholders. 

Tbeproject will be the first Middle East- 
ern' cement- project for Lafarge, which will 
was the only company prepared to buy the 
stake as an institutional investor without 


insisting on management control. 

The Egyptian investment hank EFG-Her- 
mes, chosen as financial advisor to tile sale, 
had approached several international (inns 
but Lafarge was the only one to show seri- 
ous interest. 

The government originally invited 
expressions of interest in the sale in i 996 at 
the insistence of the World Bunk, which 
has been pressing Jordan to privatise as 
pan of economic reforms. 

Little progress had been made until 
Tarawneh *s government was appointed in 
August and began forging ahead with ihe 
privatisation programme despite domestic 
opposition and cries of asset-stripping. 

JCFC, which is capitalised at 85 million, 
owns two factories that produce 4.2 million 
tonnes of cement a year. 

■The-- company exports .about a .atiibop 
tonnes a year to Mal aysia . M auriti us, the 
Palestinian territories, 'Saudf ‘^Arabia. 
Sudan, Syria and Yemen (Reuters). 


AFM broker sees drop in prices reflecting despair among Investors 


(Continued from page Kj 

absence of foreign demand 
lor share*, and the lack of 
institutional buying which 
is still shy to show up in the 
market.” Nuqeeh told the 
Jordan Times. 

The banking sectur wun 
the lion’s share of the 
turnover recording JDS.h 
million, or 76.3 per cent, 
followed by the industrial 


sector with JD1.6 million. 
14.7 per cent, the insurance 
sector 670,000, 5.9 per 
cent, and final!* sen. ices 
sector with JD550.0G0 nr 
3. 1 per cent. 

The Jordan National 
Bank share in the turnover 
amounted to 66 per cent 
followed b* the Arab Bank 
with 5.3 per cent and Hous- 
ing Bank 1.3 per cent. 

Naqccb sjid the govern- 


ment decision lo sell 33.3 
of its equity in the Jordan 
Cement Factories to foreign 
investors has “reflected 
positive!* on the prices of 
some shares, especially the 
phosphate company" 
’Among the shares that 
drew the attention last week 
was that of the phosphate 
com pans which attracted 
local demand For man*, 
tit e company's share price 


was attractive." he added. 
The company’s share 
recorded a 90 fills increase 
in Us price. 

The parallel market won 
4.5 per cent of the total 
turnover, where out of the 
27 firms that changed 
hands in the market, 11 
recorded increase in their 
prices, six registered 
decrease and 10 remained 
unchanged. 


Trading in this sector 
focused on the Nutridar, 
Arab Financial Investment 
and Namico. 

Out of the 88 firms that 
changed hands in the 
bourse. 36 firms recorded 
increase in their prices. 33 
registered decrease and 19 
witnessed no change in 
their prices, the bulletin 
indicated. 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You might feel shy 
expressing yourself to your true love. It’s as if some- 
body’s watching your every move. Make sure that’s 
not actually the case before you get too mushy. You 
may tend to hold back, because you’re afraid your 
sweetheart won’t agree. Discretion would be prudent. 


just m case. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) It’ll be easier lo gel 
what you want later this week, so don’t worry about 
it today. You’ll most likely excel right now in real 
estate or home furnishings, and only if you're buy- 
ing, not selling. It’s a good evening to have friends 
over. You'll have a fabulous time. Have them bring 
their own snacks to cut down on expenses. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Everybody’s in the 
mood for fim, except perhaps the person who signs 
your paycheck. An authority figure is a little hesitant 
to relax. Eveiything seems to be going well, but are 
you sure? Report what you’ve completed recently 
and have your partner do the same. Then watch the 
boss relax. He or she may even send you home early. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) The money coining in 
doesn’t seem to be enough, but that could just be 
your perception. You worry about money anyway. 


That’s how you manage 
to have more than you 
actually need. Just 
remember, it’s OK for 
you to have abundance in 
vour life. It’s natural and 
neaJthy — and quite like- 
ly the case. Enjoy it. 





- 




LEO: (July 22 to August 2! ) You’re lucky right now. 
You're willingto act, and your sense of humour is in 
good shape. That, plus your tendency to consider 
options carefully and make wise choices, gives you 
the advantage. Don’t get cocky, however. It’s also 
important to be compassionate, kind, loving and 
understanding. Don’t just tell others what to do; lis- 


ten, too. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) ’Hirough a 
friend in a big company, you could hear of a way to 
get the money you need for something for your 
home. You’ll qualify through your hard work is well 
as your connections. It’s not as if you're cheating. 
Don’t be frustrated if you can’t see the results right 
away. This could take until at least tomorrow to come 
together. . 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Ociober 22) If you ve got 


a problem, ask a friend 
for information. You 
wanted to find the answer 
all by yourself, but that’s 
the long way around. If 
you’re running out of 
time, let people know 
what you’re trying to 
accomplish so they can lend you their expertise. Even 
a person you didn't think you liked may point you in 
the right direction. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) If you 
think you're worthy more money, this would be a 
good time to ask for it. An authority figure is in a 
generous mood this morning, but may find another 
way to spend the money by afternoon. Meanwhile, 
don’t get too extravagant trying to impress an attrac- 
tive person. He or she thinks you re pretty' neat 
already. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
You'll be especially creative first thing this morning. 
However, you coufd experience a breakdown later in 
the day. The idea is good; you just don’t know how to 
carry it through yet. Don t get frustrated. Do a little 
more homework. Once voiTfind the mistake, you’ll 


be back on course. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) It’s eas- 
ier for you to borrow money, especially if you're 
thinking of putting a down payment on real estate. 
Action taken now could firm up a deal that will lead 
to future security. Accept the advice of a reclusive 
person later this evening. If he or she says not to do 
something, heed the warning. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) There 
could be an argument between you and a strong part- 
ner. If you see one brewing, keep your opinions 
mostly to yourself. Minimise the problem while 
maintaining a cheerful attitude. You can afford to be 
gracious. You’ll probably get what you want in the 
Tong run. Give up something minor to make sure that 
happens. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) There’s lots of 
work to be done. The good news is that it could be 
both fun and profitable. The person who assigned 
you these duties has got quite a teasure at his or her 
disposal. Your pockets will be full by the time the day 
is over. Be gracious and accept what you get. 

Birthstone of October: Opal — Tourmaline. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

_5920605«920609/i07»Mbo07 
'"J£ Web Site is 
-?r; www.abdoun.com.jo 


DAJANI JEWELLERS 




" A CARNIVAL OF STYLE 


II At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 



24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


-O • ARRIVE SAFE AMD SECURE 
*~., r , ANYTIME, ANYWH01E IN OUR 

TAXIS 


• BllNaiAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 

- ■-AlR.GONDfnONING' 
-.MOBBETHEPHONES 

AIRPORT S ER VI CE 

- A1_L OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 
D79-77390/B6271 anytime 


? Fro* 

20X30 cm.,; 

Shmelsani - Opposite 
Grind lays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
swelfleh Tel: 822^1 


diMMSAT 

Rent a Car 

Ulhy deol uifth 
the bossies of 
wafting for 
SridaW 
Gat your own 
cor from iht 
Diplomat 

5510427 , 8,9 


s&Utcu- A mman 



Q uiHty Sanilctd IuHm 

* One & Two Bedrooms *f=olty 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay » Reasonable Rates 


5 th Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : gacorajo 



D 


FOR 
[RENT 

SO HpIiiyp Villas 




Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNRBEL 

Real Estate 




ERTISE IN THIS 
TION CALL 


5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 


S WEIFI YEH 

A. Hajerat Complex 

m 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 
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FRIENDS OF BANI 
HAMIDA WOMEN'S 
WEAVING PROJECTS 

Bant Ham Ida Weavings 
can be found at 
The Jordan River Showroom 
. Ruga - Cushions 
. Wall hangings . Runners 

Open dally from 8:00 till 7:00 
(Friday* & official holidays 
from 10:00 till 7:00) 

Jabal Amman, 

1st Circle, off Rainbow SL 
Tel.: 4613081 Fax: 4613083 



At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 



Recreation Center 

Be Good Look Good 

our team will look after your looks. 




“Now you can rent 
or buy offices 
with long-term financing 

ofl 

CENTER 

j “ 


For further information Tel. 4645324/5, Fax 4645326 






















io Sports 


Schumachers make it 


family affair for FI 


SUZUKA (AFP) — 
Michael and Ralf 
Schumacher rumed the 
Formula One circus into a 
family affair Friday by post- 
ing the two best times in 
free practice ahead of a 
tense title showdown at the 
season-ending Japanese 
Grand Prix. 

McLaren ‘s Mika 

Hakkinen, rewing up for 
his first driver’s title with a 
solid four-point lead over 
Michael Schumacher. ■ 
docked the fifth fastest time 
after sweeping ail aside in 
the momins half of the two- 


leg session. 

But the 30-year-old Finn, 
who could sew up the 
championship by finishing 
at least second if the Ferrari 
ace wins the race, said he 
was satisfied with the day's 
work focusing a race set-up 
programme. 

"We carried out a routine 


practice session, concentrat- 
ing on the balance for the 
race." he said. "The car ran 
reliably. It was strong and 
we completed a good num- 
ber of laps, so I’m very 
pleased.” 

Michael Schumacher, 29. 


lapped the twisty 5.86-kilo- 
metre (3.64-mile) track in 
I min 39.823sec with 1 5 
minutes to go in the hour- 
long afternoon leg. 

His red Ferrari cruised at 
an average speed of 2 1 1 .478 
kph (131.410 mph) in fine 
weather. 

Ralf. 23. driving a Jordan 
Mugen-Honda. ~ clocked 
1:40.336 with four minutes 
to go. Another German. 
Heinz-Harald Frentzen. 
postedi the third fastest time 
of 1:40.389 in a Williams. 

The second Ferrari driver. 
Irishman Eddie Irvine, was 



Canadian Formula One driver Jacques Vffleneuve powers his Williams during a free 
practice run at Suzuka Circuit Ortober 30 for Sunday's Formula One Japanese 
Grand Prix. Villeneuve clocked 1:41.252 (Reuters photo) 


fourth at 1:40.615. 

Michael Schumacher, a 
two-time world champion, 
expected the qualifying Ses- 
sion on Saturday to be ’Very 
close." 

“I believe we are compet- 
itive." said Schumacher, 
who was beaten into second 
spot by Hakkinen at the last 
Grand Prix in Luxembourg 
five weeks ago. “All the 
hard work in testing over 
the past few weeks seems to 
have paid off." 

Hakkinen. who won his 
first Grand Prix at last 
year’s final race, stands 
with seven victories this 
season, relying on a 
superbly aerodynamic 
Mercedes-powered 
McLaren designed by 
Adrian Newey. who quit 
Williams last year. 
Schumacher has six. 

Ralf Schumacher, whose 
best Grand Prix result was 
second place at a rain- 
drenched Belgian round 
won by teammate Damon 
Hill in August had no illu- 
sions. 

“Second place looks real- 
ly good but I think it is unre- 
alistic to think we can hold 
OQto this tomorrow," he 
said. 

It was rare that the 
Schumachers placed one- 
two even in free practice 
and they were seen chatting 
together for a long while in 
the Ferrari catering area in 
the paddocks after the ses- 
sion. 


Six-way fight for supremacy 
in women’s tennis 


MOSCOW (R) — Mary 
Pierce's Kremlin Cup victory 
served sharp notice that com- 
petition for the No. 1 spot in 
women's tennis has never 
been fiercer. 

Over the past 20 years or 
so. the battle for supremacy 
has been a relatively straight- 
forward two-player affair. 

From 1975 to 1986, the top 
ranking in the women's 
game was memorably fought 
between close rivals Chris 
Evert and Martina 
Navratilova. 

Between 1987 and 1990, 
Steffi Graf largely held off 

Navratilova’s challenge for 
the crown. For much of the 
period from 1991 to 1996. 
Graf and Monica Seles were 
the leading protagonists. 

Now, for the first time in 
the modem era, the battle for 
No. 1 is wide open. 

Pierce’s triumph in 
Moscow was her third tour- 
nament success of the year. 
By beating Seles in straight 
sets in the final and in return- 
ing to the top 10 after a brief 
absence, she now believes 
she can be the premier player 
in the world. 

"I feel I have the game to 
be at the top but I've just 
been missing the consisten- 
cy. But that’s something I’m' 
working on and I think I’m" 
improving. HopefuUy, reach- 
ing the number one spot in 
women's tennis is something 
that will definitely happen 
for me." Pierce said 

But eighth-ranked Pierce, 
whose highest placing was 
three for most of 1995, is just 
another name among at least 
six genuine contenders for 
the mantle of best player. 

American Lindsay 
Davenport is the current No. 
I, with her predecessor 
Martina Hingis of 
Switzerland close behind. 



Steffi Graf 


Reigning Wimbledon 
champion Jana Novotna, 
with four titles this year, 
lurks ai three and she also 
believes the top spot is there 
for the taking. 

Also muscling into con- 
tention are Seles and Venus 
Williams, who both said dur- 
ing the Kremlin Cup that 
they backed their own cre- 
dentials for No. 1. 

Seles, who dominated the 
women’s game in 1991 and 
1992 before her on-court 
stabbing by a spectator in 
Hamburg in April 1993. 
knows what she must do to 
return to the pinnacle. 

There were times during 
the Kremlin Cup when she 
played the best tennis of the 
week and her 6-0 first set 
rout of Italy's Silvia Farina in 
the semifinals was sublime in 


its execution. 

“That was one of those sets 
when everything you touch 
seems to work perfectly and 


that’s how 1 have to play if I 
want to return to the No. 1 
spot," Seles said 

“I really believe I can 
return to number one — and 
I wouldn't be out here play- 
ing if I didn't believe that I 
played some really good ten- 
nis during the week but in 
the final, I didn't Days like 
that I have to cut out if I want 
to be No. 1." 

Seles, who double-faulted 
six times against Pierce and 
saw her usually reliable fore- 
hand waver, said she had to 
perform at the required level 
a lot more consistently. 

•‘Obviously a lot depends 
on the game you’re allowed 
to play by your opponent and 
there’s often a fine line 
between dictating your game 
and being dictated to. But 
there’s still a bit of a way for 
me to go in terms of consis- 
tency and ray service has to 
improve — it can be both a 
weapon for me and a prob- 


lem." Seles said. 

Williams, who was the top 
seed in Moscow for the first 
time in her professional 
career, sounds almost arro- 
gant in her conviction that 
she will be the World No. 1. 

“I feel I’m the best and, one 
day, Fll be the best and play 
the best All the players who 
get to number one have their 
games at a certain level. I’m 
almost there and I must just 
concentrate on getting to chat 
higher level," she said. 

While stressing that she did 
not plan too far ahead, 
Williams clearly has the top 
spot well within in her sights. 

“At the moment. I’m not 
thinking past the Australian 
Open next January. I think 
you have to set yourself 
short-term goals which are 
realistic... and those short- 
term goals then get you to 
your long-term goals. But 
getting to number one is a 
short-term goal for me.” 

The tall IS- year-old. who 
has rocketed to world num- 
ber five in her first full year 
on tour, said she just needed 
to work on a few technical 


aspects. 


"My serve has definitely 
improved since I’ve been on 
the road this year — it’s got a 
lot more consistent. I just 
need to work on things like 
moving to the ball better and 
taking the ball early. Then I 
think FU be there." 

There is a possibility that 
■Williams, with her awesome 
serving power, will be able to 
dominate the women’s game 
for some time. 

But,- for the moment, the 
tennis public can enjoy a bat- 
tle royal as the likes of 
Davenport, Hingis, Novotna. 
Pierce, Seles and Willi ams 
fight for supremacy. 
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British Formula One driver David Coulthard's girl- 
friend Heidi (L) and F innis h driver Mika Hakkinen's 
wife £rja cover their ears as they watch the practice 
session for Sunday's Japanese Grand Prix in Suzuka 
(AFP photo) 


McLaren ’s Formula 
One champions 


LONDON (R) — Mika Hakkinen could become the sixth 
driver to win the Formula One world championship for 
McLaren on Sunday. 

The following is a look at the past champions: . 


1991, 1990 and 1988 — Ayrton Senna (Brazil) 


The late Brazilian's third title win made history for 
• McLaren as the only Formula One team to have won four 
_ consecutive drivers and constructors^-mles- The-'grefflest* 
^ driver of his generation. Senna won 3z> races forMeptren 
' in a career studded with brilliance rraticbntrefverey: ■ 

He won his first title with a brilliant drive in the rain at 
Suzuka in 1988 to triumph by three points despite win- 
ning fewer races than team mate and nnmer-up Alain 
Prost. 

But he lost out the following year to Prost after a colli- 
sion on the first comer in Japan. The Frenchman with- 
drew, Senna continued and won only to be disqualified. : 
In 1990, Senna got his revenge at Suzuka and rammed 
the stunned Prost’s Ferrari off at the first comer! - 
Senna died at Imola in the San Marino Grand Prix on; 
May 1 1994 after his Wiliams hit a concrete walL 


1989, 1986 and 1985 — Alain Prost (France) 


Nicknamed “The . Professor" because of his calculated 
and thoughtful manner. Prost was the most successful dri- 
ver in Grand Prix racing with a record 51 GPs and four 
titles in all. . 

His 1986 win came after Briton Nigel Mansell suffered 
a dramatic puncture in the final race in Australia. Prost 
won with 72 points to the unlucky Mansell’s 70. 

The 1989 triumph ran into added controversy after 
Senna was disqualified in Japan by the French head of the 
world body FIA for accepting illegal assistance after he 
and Prost collided. 

Prost, who did not finish, won the title by four points. 

The Frenchman now runs his own team. 


1984 — Niki Lauda (Austria) 


The Austrian had retired two years previously but he 
returned for his third and final title, heating team mate 
Prost by just half a point in the. closest winning margin 
ever. The Frenchman had won the penultimate race at the 
Nuerburgring and the title went to the wire in Portugal. 

Prost started the race on .the front row, Lauda in ninth 
place. The Austrian spun trying to overtake but, helped 
by several cars retiring, worked his way doggedly up to 
finish second behind Prost and snatch the title. 


1976 — James Hunt (Britain) 


Lauda, making an astonishing return after his near-fatal 
crash, led the championship by three points with only the 
Japanese race remaining. Faced with heavy rain and atro- 
cious visibility, Lauda withdrew after two laps saying it 
was “total bloody stupidity out there". Hunt led but need- 
ed a late tyre change. Mario Andretti took over the lead 
and the Briton finished third to take the title by one point 


*1974 — Emerson Fittipaldi (Brazil) 


The first Brazilian to win toe Formula One world title, 
triumphing with Lotus in 1972. Fittipaldi was ihen run- 
ner-up to Jackie Stewart in 1973 before, moving to 
McLaren where he regained the title with three wins. . 1 


Aikman returns 
as Cowboys seek 
to shoot down Eagles 


PHILADELPHIA (AFP) — Troy Aikman makes his long- 
awaited return to the line-up as the Dallas Cowboys:, 
renew their bitter rivalry with the Philadelphia Eagles in • 
the National Football League this week. 

Aikman has been sidelined since September 13, when 
he suffered a fractured left collarbone in a 42-23 loss to 
toe Denver Broncos. 

Aikman sat out toe last five games after starting 60 con- 
secutive contests for the Cowboys. 

The three-time Super Bowl champion led Dallas to a 
season-opening victoiy over Arizona before completing 
5-of-12 passes for 88 yards and a touchdown in the loss 
to Denver. 

In his absence, 'Jason Garrett has led Dallas to a 
mediocre 3-2 mark, including a disappointing 13-12 loss. 
to toe lowly Chicago Bears in Week Seven before the 
Cowboys’ bye week. 

The bye gave Aikman had an extra week to rest toe 
shoulder. He makes his return against a club that has been 
awful. Even so, Philadelphia has managed to maintain toe 
top passing defense in toe NFC and should be near its best 
Monday — at home and in the national spotlight against . 
its most hated rival. 

Guard George He gamin, who signed with the Eagles as 
a free agent in February after four years as a backup in 
Dallas, said toe Cowboys’ October 18 defeat in Chicago 
will have them raring to prove themselves. 

“I know right now that Chan Gailey is telling the guys, 
’These are the thin gs we have to do. We have to go in here . 
and take this game. We have to show everybody we’re the 
offensive line we’ve always been," Hegamin said. 

He said the Eagles’ lowly 1-6 record won’t change a 
thing . 

"If anybody thinks they’re taking this week easy, they--, 
can foiget it," Hegamin said. 

The Eagles earned their only win of the season in their - 
last game at Veterans Stadium, posting a 17-12 victory-, 
over toe winless Washington Redskins on October 11th. 
But Philadelphia fell back into toe loss column last ante 
out, committing a pair of key turnovers in the fourth quar- _ 
ter in a 13-10 loss to toe San Diego Chargers. 

Rodney Peete makes his third straight start at quarter- \ 
back for Philadelphia after going 22-of-39 for 232 yards ! 
in toe loss to San Diego. But He has thrown just two TB - 
passes and four interceptions in four games for toe 
Eagles, who have yet to have a 100-yard rusher this sea- ! r 


son. 


Emmitt Smith should be doing the da m a g e on the 
■•ground m this contest; toaring been held yards ih'toe?* 
'Ic«s to Chicago 'aftetgoingxWelFdVer lOO'h^eprericftit: 
two'contests. Daflas is ^-ff diiiPseason wliSif lie , 

100 yards rushing and 1-3 when he fails to reach the cen- 
tury mark. .... “ - 

Both of toe NFL’s two undefeated teams are in action 
Sunday. \ 

Super Bowl champion Denver (7-0) take on Bengals (Z- 
5) in Cincinnati, and toe Minnesota Vikings (7-0) look to 
keep their perfect season intact when they visit the Tampan 
Bay Buccaneers (3-4). 

Other games are: St Louis at Atlanta, Miami at Buffalo, 
New Orleans at Carolina, Arizona at Detroit, New 
England at Indianapolis, Tennessee at Pittsburgh, 
Jacksonville at Baltimore, New York Giants at 
Washington, New York Jets at Kansas City, San Francisco 
at Green Bay and Oakland at Seattle. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAA SHARIF 
&TANNAH HJRSCH 

Ol»ST«n HKhSrvcM.ot 


PLAY IT SAFE 


North-South vulnerable. South! 
deals. 


NORTH 
*57 632 
SB 

OK832 

+ J 95 

WEST 
»K984 
PA 

O J10 6 
*107632 

SOUTH 

• A 

CKQ87542 
0A5 
+ KQ4 


ixed that North would pass many 
hands, such as the one actually 
h eld, where game was a heavy 
favorite. 


West Zed the jack of diamonds, -,±- 
won by dummy's king. Dummy’s ... 
lone trump was' led, and East mule *1 


EAST 
A J 105 
OJ1093 
OQ974 
4AS 


a dever deceptive play by foiiowmg' 
rvered 


The 

SOUTH WEST NORTH BAST 
VO Rom 1 * pan 

vo Paw Pass Pm 


Opening lead: Jack of O 


To work out best line of play,, 
it is not necessary that you know 
the precise percentages of specific] 
distributions. The knowledge that] 
the missing cards in a suit will] 
break as dose to evenly as possible, 
unless the opponents hold an ever 
number of cards in the suit, can be' 
enough. 

South Tound a practical way to 
describe the unbalanced hand. 
Since a jump to three hearts Would 
have been invitational, Sou th rgd - 


with the nine. Declarer cover 
with the queen, losing to the ace. 
Because of the unfortunate trump-—: 
break, declarer still had to lose two . 
Crump tricks and the ace of dubs — ' 
down one. . 

The contract was cm ice as long as «**■ 
declarer could have limited thfr-^4 
trump losers to two. Since the moftj" 
probable split of Eve missing cardsf-'S 
Mowing the guideline above, is S- 
2. that would present no problem. ' 
The difficulty arises if the suit 
breaks 4-L 

There is just one combination of 
4-1 splits that declarer can handle ; f ' 
— one of the defenders must hold a . f 
singleton ace. Therefore, declarer - 
should have followed with a low r 
trump on the first round of hearts! 
When that fetches the ace, all it , 
wdL ** 



- \. .. ' 


V-“. 

, _ ... X' 



<8 




Name*’ mic 
llcmr Ikpe 
Fraikr’'. Di 
Urienr 3-! 


Ivani 
of Ei 


But what if West were to- wid-V- J ‘ 
with a lower trump? All is still wbB*’ 1 " 
if trumps are 3-2. When declarsti'-' 
regains the lead, a heart honor wIB^ 
force out tbe ace, and tiKiamainiB^ ? 
honor will draw the last trump. In ! 
either case declarer loses only two 
trump tricks and the ace of dabs. 


*J e stud 
°ff Ca 


H 


< 

Q 

O 

H 


MLM3EUHAT 


V 


Daniel Day-Lewis & 
Emily Watson .. in 


THE BOXER. 


Shows: ! 2:30. 3:30,6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL: -K> >1144 

PHILADELPHIA T 


■N S CINEMA TEL3699238 

v PLAZA 


A 


Liam Neeson & 
Jessica Lange .. in 


ROB ROY 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 


SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


^ 




C 


CINEMA 

CONCORD 


TEL:5677420 \ / GtEMA ^ s,a7? - 1 

GALLERIA 1 




CONCORD u r 

ADDICTED TO LOVE 

Shows: 12:30,3:30 

THE GAME 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30,10:30 
CONCORD “2" 


UP OOSE& PERSONAL 

Shows: 3-30, 530 




TUnema 


A 


ABDOUN 

ivuivvcns. comJo/Calleria 


Comedian 

Mohammad. Huneidi .. in 


SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 


Shows: 3:30.6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


A, 


TEL: 5934793 

GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

mw. cns.com.jo/Calleria 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 


SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:15, 10:30 







Listings for films and times as recieved by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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Sports 

Wboys n , S 

ot d ownt k Noah ! s famil V behind decision 

^ av * s Cup captaincy 

'^^TOKVO (AFP, - The 
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*-•* ^JSampion Yannick Noah paying 

W-srs- »nc e s ; ^ Friday his decision to w ^ 

*•-> ' " k:: W,^h step down as France’s Davis worfd LnL circuit whkh 

•■: :he ®^£Cup ca P Uin 10 * ow he joined in 199(5. winnbm 

... .- . _r ■ hiffl w spend more time three titles so far 8 

P x J ' ' '50’., 11 is not that I have to 

- ■'“■-=• S.-. A ; ■ ^ -My schedule was very decide which is better 

* ‘-.crVs^ltir ^ ** ***' l \ Whai's important for m2 K 

:■■■: ve, Y dlfficult * Now I lo be happy where I ™-u 

' “ r - - u**J* ***. my o^esi children get- the moment, and I'm happy 

_ N^-.^artagedtat 1 staid be to be able 10 play tennis fhis 

.. .„• “ ■ ^sv h- ,thcre ' 1 fe,t . T needed 10 week, said Nuah 38 

;-?■ 4 ’ n * Ifcdr spend more time with my “In three weeks’ I'm 

h and my farni,y ' V doing a music tour, ] like to 
Scv-J, ^ ^d Np®"* do that, and everv time I'm 

r . * y.. Noah, who has moved to doing these things I fed 

_ ; .. : ■»= e Wa w ** States, was talk- I’m just a lucky peron to he 

p-- . : ’ - “■ . I ^ ter-, in s a J*f 5 e l 0 ^ 1 a fjj* 1 round able to do these things that I 

- match 3-6, 4-6 to American like.” he added 

—:\=r r ^loJ-Mel Purcell at the S150.000 Noah indicated that he 
- .;/ c ‘^^7/ -Champions tennis touma- would come back to lead 
f: ... here. the French team again when 

- C v.- ,...■ ■ Jr - es «is 1 £ 

: - . .. •••*wl\cy ^ 

- ” v. .. - " ' 


. . „ , " wiuv.Il 

he joined in 199(5. winning 
three titles so far. 

"It is not that I have to 
"f lde which is better. 
What s important for me is 
to be happy where I am at 
the moment, and I'm happy 
to be able to play tennis this 
week," said Nuah. 38. 

"In three weeks. I’m 
doing a music tour. 1 like to 
do that, and everv time I'm 
doing these things, I fed 
I m just a lucky person to he 
able to do these things that I 
like." he added. 

Noah indicated that he 
would come back to lead 
the French team again when 


he gets older and more 
younger players join the 
senior tour to push him out 
of action. 

Nouh, who is to play two 
more tournaments this sea- 
son, will step down after 
France's Davis Cup lie 
against Israel on 25-27 
December in Tel Aviv. 

Guy Forget. 33. succeeds 
Noah as Davis Cup and Fed 
Cup captain. 

Forget’s first test will be 
the Davis Cup tie at home to 
the Netherlands on April 2 
id 4. He will dim lead the 
women on April 17 and 18 
against Russia in the Fed 
Cup quarter-finals. 


Suspension of Premier League 
draws angry reaction 

Wihdat withhold participation; Qadissieh reject replay 



By Tareq Ay you b 

AMMAN — The Jordan Football 
Association’s (JFAj decision to 
replay the match between A! haisali 
and A1 Qadissieh and lo suspend the 
Premier League Championship has 
drawn an angry reaction from teams 
and prompted titleholders A! 
Wihdat to withhold their participa- 
tion. 

The enraged reaction followed the 
JFA\ decision to resolve the dead- 
lock resulting from A1 Faisali's 
walk-out midway through their 
Oer.25 match and the subsequent 
assault on referees by their fans and 
administrators after their sole goal 
was ruled offside with eight minutes 
remaining. 

During the JFA’s three-hour meet- 
ing. chaired by Vice President Saleh 
Irsheidar, the association did noi 
announce when the ill-iuted game 
was to be replayed. The JFA sus- 
pended two of A1 Faisali's officials 


and impose a JD300 fine each. 

An empiosee at tile Hussein 
Spurts City and a TV cameraman 
working with Jordan Television 
were aLso summoned by police for 
bearing up the referees. 

"This is an unjust decision. We 
will not replay the match and we 
reserve the right to take appropriate 
action." said Khalid Zayid. a 
spokesman of Al Qadissieh. 

**lFt'otbull{ rules are very clear. 
Any team withdrawing from any 
match should he considered the 
loser," Zayid luld the Jordan Times. 

“We will ask the JFA to bring a 
foreign football expert to rule in the 
issue and might request a recom- 
mendation from .Arab or Asian 
Football Federations," he added. 

Al Wihdat Vice President Hilmi 
Shakir called die ruling "inappropri- 
ate.” 

“The decision demonstrates that 
anybody can beat up referees and 
get away without lough punish- 


ment. How can w e trust the referees 
when they are scared to take appro- 
priate decisions lor fear of players, 
fans or anyone assaulting them," 
Shakir said. 

•"The referees were Jeri unprotect- 
ed Their decision was not respected 
and such a matter cannot be tolerat- 
ed," he added. 

He said that his club was hoping 
to meet with JFA President HRH 
Prince Abdullah 10 brief him about 
recent developments. 

“We have suspended our partici- 
pation because we feel that what 
happened was not correct. We can- 
not rejoin the Premier League 
Champ ionship under such circum- 
stances," Shakir added. 

The rapporteur of the Referees 
Committee Abdul Latif Abdul 
Majid noted that a report submitted 
by a five-referee panel, formed to 
overlook the case, found that refer- 
ee Tamtmi did not end the match. 

’Tamimi w rote in his report that 


he signalled to end the match but we 
found no proof to support his state- 
ment. Therefore ue reached this 
conclusion.” Abdul Majid said. 

He was referring to the match 
report which noted that Tamimi 
ended the game following the attack 
on his colleagues and the walk-out 
of Al Faisali when he cancelled the 
match’s sole goal. 

Abdul Majid told the Jordan 
Times that the panel failed to come 
up with a unified stance regarding 
the legitimacy of the goal and rec- 
ommended to the JFA the ratifica- 
tion of Tamimi's decision to cancel 
the goal. 

“The TV tapes are not enough to 
rule on this issue. We can not rely 
on them and after seeing the tapes 
several times we reached a decision 
to uphold the referee's decision,” 
Abdul Majid added. 


Mohammad Daoud wins National Rally; 
brother Ahmad captures 1998 overall title 


By Roufan N ah has 

AMMAN — Ahmad 
Daoud captured the 1998 
Jordan Drivers Open 
Championship title with 
137.5 points Friday beat- 
ing last year’s champion, 
elder brother, Mohammad 
who came fourth with 66 
points. 

Fans Bust ami came sec- 
ond with 97 points and 


Ibrahim Muuhuwesh came 
third with 77.5 points end- 
ing the 1998 rally season. 

In Friday ’s last round of 
the LG National Rally. 
Mohammed Daoud and 
co-driver Khaled Zakaria 
drove their Mitsubishi 
Lancer to victory. 

Ibrahim Mouhawesh and 
co-driver Fahed Al Naber 
came second in their Ford 
Escort Coswonh followed 


by Paris Bustami and co- 
driver Lee Den third in 
their Toyota Celica in the 
event organised by the 
Royal Automobile Club of 
Jordan ( R ACJ >. 

Although overall cham- 
pion Ahmad Daoud had to 
abandon Friday’s event 
because of a mechanical 
failure, that did not effect 
the standings as the gap 
between him and the run- 


ner-up Bustami was not 
that close. 

Also quitting the rally 
were Tony Khiasi. Ahmad 
Mchiar and Amjad 
Shamuileh. 

Out of 13 starters only- 
five cars reached the fin- 
ish line. 

The drivers covered a 
distance of 200km divided 
into four stages, 61km 
each, in which drivers 


passed thorough the desen 
stages of Daba'a, Salaitah, 
Mdeisesat and back to 
Daba’a. 

The event was held 
under the patronage of 
HRH Prince Faisal who 
presented the winners 
with trophies at a special 
ceremony at the RACJ 
headquarters. 


- • - • - “ j - r- ' 


“^Ivanisevic out 
‘ ; :r.S£of Eurocard Open 


. i'.ifcN!KEs- 

. IV- STUTTGART (AFP) — 
:» ^Former champion 

T r ~ Richard Krajicek raan- 
J '. ^aged his first’ win in six 
. \ years against Goran 
_• Ivanisevic, ousting the 

Croatian 7-6 (7/3), 7-6 

from the quarter- 
finals of the $2.45 mil- 
lion Eurocard Open on 
Friday. 

— — — — ' The llth-seeded 

CPinGE Krajicek, who own the 

f re r. — title J in s ’ mtt?art in 1992 

improved his one-way 
record against No. 14 
Ivanisevic to 3-9. 


Krajicek is playing 
‘-;t under an injury threat 
; :t : , with a knee winch could 
' -.'need arthoscopic surgery 
"‘rat any time. 

.‘I ; . He is hoping to squeeze 
into a qualifying place 
/'.' for next month’s eight- 
1 - man ATP Tour World 
■ ‘ Championhips from his 
= _ . „... ■''■’current tenth position. 

Last year, Krajicek lost 
_ - - the title match to Czech 
- Petr Korda. 

- “ . • The Dutchman had not 
beaten Ivanisevic since 
.‘1992 at Indian Wells, 


Testud sees 
off Capriati 


California. 

World No. 2 Marcelo 
Rios pulled out moments 
before his quarter-final, 
giving tenth seeded 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov a 
walkover into the semif- 
finals. 

It was the second time 
in a week that the 
Chilean had to quit in 
mid-tournament. In 
Lyon last Saturday, he 
stopped during a semi- 
final against German 
Tommy Haas. 

Rios, challenging Pete 
Sampras for World No. 1 
honours, was reportedly 
suffering from a ham- 
string problem. 

Sampras was playing 
later against young 
American rival Jan- 
Michael Gambill- Swede 
Jonas Bjorkman and 
Briton Greg Rusedski 
were to complete quar- 
terfinal play. 


FOR RENT 

NEW MODERN FURNISHED FLAT 
Part ot a villa. Located In Shmeisanl near Marriott Hotel, 200 
sq.m. Consists of 3 bedrooms including one master, an office, 
built-in cupboards, sitting room, dining & guest hall, veranda, 
fully equipped kitchen, centrally heated, satellite dish. 

Interested potential tenants call 5602883 or 079/574437 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
sitting room, dining room and salon. 
Location; Shmeisani. 

Call Mobile: 079/532113 


RIISIMESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 


A leading diversified Industrial Saudi Arabian Company is 
looking for a qualified and experienced individual for the 
position of Business Development Manager. 

• Qualification in Finance or Industrial Management. 

• Have at least 5 years experience in related field. 

• Possess entrepreneurial skill and communication. ^ 

• Experience with multinational companies. i 

■ Fluent in Arabic and English. 

• Experience with Spread Sheets and Word Processing. 

Interested candidates should send full CV in English with 
recent photo to: 

P.O. Box No. (830142) 

Amman (11183) 

JORDAN 

Deadline for receiving applications 15 th November, 1998 ' 


FOR RENT IN SWEIFIEH 

in a nice area with a beautiful view 
with pool and big garden 
Furnished Deluxe apartment, 300 sq.m. Consists 
of 3 bedrooms (one master), 3 bathrooms, 

3 sitting areas, dining room, kitchen, sunroom 
and big balcony. 

Super deluxe furnished apartment. 300 sq.m. 
Consists of 3 sitting areas, dining room, 2 master 
bedrooms, kitchen and sunroom. 

' Maid's room. 

Tel.: 079/595588 


FOR RENT IN AL RABIA 

Complete floor (roof) — 4 bedrooms - 
luxury furnished with beautiful view. 

Complete 5th floor — 4 bedrooms - 
furnished or unfurnished. 

2-bedroom apt. (ground floor) • furnished. 
Furnished studio 

Please call 5510107-Mobile 079-536034 
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JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO., LTD. 

ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO 
TENDER No. 26F/98 

JPMC ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO BID NO. 
26F/98 FOR: 

The design, manufacture, supply, delivery to site, 
construction of electrical power supply and distribu- 
tion system including civil works, erection, testing, 
training and commissioning, on turnkey basis 
Eshidiya Phosphate Complex 
Phase 2 

The tender documents are available at JPMC offices 
in Amman, Supply Department, until (2:00) p.m. 
local time Thursday 26th November, 1998. 
Application for documents should be accompanied 
by a non-refundable fee of JD 350 for each set of 
tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 hours 
local time Thursday 14th January, 1999. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


- . QUEBEC (AFP) — 

Second-seeded Sandrine 
restud of France saw off 
America’s former ’golden 
2iri’ Je nnif er Capriati 6-3, 
7-6 (7/2) in die second- 
'Found of the WTA tourna- 
_ - ** ’ nent here Thursday. 

y " Capriati, 22, the 1992 

)lympic champion and the 
world’s sixth-ranked player 
ive years ago, fought all 
,ie way but was edged out 
• rtf n a tense final set tie- 
u’^ .oreak. 

$ Capriati, who dropped off 

he tour after the 1993 
Jnited States Open, has yet 
o win a tournament since 
lap-ln p her comeback two 
ears ago. 


The Jordan Meningitis Foundation 
announces the invitation to Tender 
for the supply of HIB Vaccine. 

The tender documents can be collected at the JMF office, 
15 Hira Street, off Mecca Street, 

Tel.: 5510327, during office hours 
between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 
against a non-refundable fee of JD50 for each set of 
tender documents. 

dosing date for submitting bids is 12:00 hours, Thursday, 
12th November, 1998. 


NOw,Amman-Haifa Twice a Week ^ 

Starting 22nd November, Royal 
Wings fly Amman-Haifa-Amman 
on Sundays and Wednesdays . 
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JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO., LTD. 

ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO 
TENDER No. 25F/98 

JPMC ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO BID NO. 
25F/98 FOR: 

The supply, delivery to site, erection, testing, training, 
commissioning and performance testing 

“On turnkey lumpsum basis" 

Of 

(2) Electrical walking draglines 
Eshidiya Phosphate Complex 
Phase 2 

The tender documents are available at JPMC offices in 
Amman, Supply Department, until (2:00) p.m. local time 
Thursday 26th November, 1998. Application for docu- 
ments should be accompanied by a non refundable fee of 
JD 100 Q for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 hours local 

time Thursday 1 4th January, 1999. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 
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Palestinian lawmakers strongly 
condemn crackdown on Hamas 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 

(R ) — Palestinian lawmakers 
and human rights activists 
strongly condemned on Friday 
a Palestinian National 
Authority (PNAi crackdown 
on the Islamist Hamas move- 
ment. saying it was in viola- 
tion of human rights. 

They blamed a new U.S.- 
mediated interim peace deal 
signed between the 
Palestinians and Israel last 
week at Wye Plantation in 
Maryland for being behind 
what they described ''unjusti- 
fied" arrests of Hamas 
activists. 

Since an attempted bomb 
attack on a bus carrying 
Jewish settler children in Gaza 
on Thursday. Palestinian secu- 
rity forces have rounded up 
more than 100 Hamas activists 
and placed Hamas spiritual 
leader Sheikh Ahmad Yassin 
under house arrest. 

A Hamas leaflet faxed to 
Reuters on Friday criticised 
the “random arrests" which it 
said “began early and immedi- 
ately after the signing of the ill- 
fated Wye Plantation agree- 
ment." 

Hamas, which has killed 
scores of Israelis in suicide 
bomb attacks, is the main 
opposition group to the PNA 
and has denounired the peace 
deals with Israel as a sell-out. 

“The arrest campaign is ille- 


gal and unjustified.'’ 
Palestinian legislator Kama] 
Sharafi said. 

Sharafi. who heads the 
Palestinian Legislative 

Council's human rights com- 
mittee. told Reuters he 
believed die arrest campaign 
could cause a dangerous rift 
among Palestinians. 

A senior Palestinian officiaL 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, justified the arrests 
and said they were carried out 
"to defend the Palestinian 
national process and to honour 
the agreements we have 
signed" 

Under the new peace deal 
Israel's transfer of a further 13 
per cent of the West Bank to 
Palestinian control is contin- 
gent on Palestinian measures 
against anti-Israeli militants. 

"Under the so-called anti- 
indtement measures of the 
[Wye] agreement the 
Authority is now required to 
violate human rights, from 
arresting mosque preachers to 
prohibiting journalists from 
interviewing the opposition." 
said Khader Sbqeirat, head of 
the Palestinian human rights 
group LAW'. 

~ Sbqeirai said the security 
p lan the Palestinians have 
committed to presenting sets a 
“dangerous precedent which 
legalises random arrests and 
violates the rule of law." 


‘Algerian suspect 
extradited from 
Switzerland’ 


SION (AP) — An Algerian 
suspected of being a leader 
of an Islamist group has 
been deponed from 
Switzerland nearly a year 
after he slipped into the 
country to seek asylum, a 
Swiss official said Friday. 

Ahmad Zaoui was flown 
from Switzerland to an 
undisclosed destination 
Thursday evening. Jean- 
Rene Fournier, state coun- 
cillor of the southern canton 
of Valais, confirmed. He 
told the Associated Press 
that Switzerland had found 
a country that would accept 


Zaoui. 

Swiss officials bad previ- 
ously said they would like 
to deport Zaoui. formerly a 
Brussels-based spokesman 
for Algeria's now- banned 
Islamic Salvation Front 
political party. But they 
were reluctant to send him 
to Algeria because he might 
be tortured or mistreated 
there. 

The Islamic Salvation 
Front released a statement 
late Thursday protesting the 
.deportation, saying that 

(Continued on page 3) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israeli, Pakistani presidents in first meeting 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — The presidents of Israel and Pakistan 
held an unprecedented meeting on the sidelines of celebrations 
in Ankara for the 75th anniversary of the Turkish republic, 
Israeli newspapers said Friday. President Mohammad Rafiq 
Tarar of Pakistan approached Israel's Ezer Weizman during a 
reception Thursday and shook his hand saying, "l have heard 
much about you as a man of peace." the Yediot Ah arc not 
reported. The two then held a conversation about the troubled 
peace process with the Palestinians and Tarar expressed hope 
that “one day we will meet again.” the newspaper said. Yediot 
Aharonoi quoted an unnamed Israeli official as hailing the 
Pakistani president's overture. 

Settler arrested for ‘harassing Palestinians 1 

PETAH TKVA (AFP) — A right-wing Israeli radical 
appeared in court Friday charged with involvement in numer- 
ous attacks on Palestinians living near the militant Jewish set- 
tlement of Yitzhar. Shahar Ze linger was arrested late Thursday 
and a judge in this town outside Tel Aviv ordered him held 
Friday for an additional five days while prosecutors prepare an 
indictment against him. court officials said Police said numer- 
ous arrest warrants had been issued against Zelinger over the 
past three years fix a series of aggressions and disturbances tar- 
geting Palestinians living near Yitzhar. 

Turkey intercepts 101 refugees 

ISTANBUL (AFP) — Turkish security forces on Friday inter- 
cepted 101 refugees from Singapore. Senegal and Uganda Hy- 
ing to make their way to Italy, the Anatolia news agency 
reported The refugees were arrested in Bozyazi district on the 
Mediteiranean shore in Turkey's south. They had been brought 
to Bozyazi from Istanbul by bus. Anatolia said Turkey has 
become a springboard for refugees from Asia and Africa try- 
ing to get to Western Europe. 

Dog saves cat from hawk 

OSHKOSH. Wisconsin (AP) — Some dogs chase cats. 
Samson saves them. Samson, a 45-kiIpgramme. Rocvvefler- 
iSaint Bernard mix. saved a year-old cat named Baby from a 
/hawk that tried to scoop up the tiny animal with its talons. The 
;jive-year-old dog has been friends with Baby since she was 
'adopted by his owner Jerry’ Krueger. He took preventative 
measures when he saw the hawk eying Baby’ from afar. “How 
he knew that hawk was there. I don't know " Krueger said 
Neighbour Roger Hanneman said he witnessed Tuesday's 
incident, watching from his yard as the hawk dove for the caL 
His hackles raised Samson barked and ran to Baby, knocking 
her off her feet with his nose. Hanneman said the big dog then 
placed his body over the cat to protect her, and the hawk flew 
away. "It was over in 10 seconds, it happened so fast," 
Hanneman said “The dog protected that cat." Before this 
attack. Samson had protected her against a neighbourhood 
doc. 


Fax from Hamas leader 
describes house arrest 

GAZA CITY ( AFP) — A fax bearing the name of Hamas 
leader Sheikh Ahma d Yassin, who is currently under house 
arrest in Gaza, described in derail Friday how his house was 
searched and his associates arrested by Palestinian police. 

“The Palestinian Authority informed me at 10: 1 5 yesterday 
evening that I was under house arrest and that I was not to 
leave the house even for Friday prayers," said the hand-writ- 
ten fax bearing the name of the spiritual leader of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement (Hamas). 

"At the same time my telephone line was cut off," it said 

The letter described how masked policemen surrounded 
the house early in the morning and then entered with a search 
warrant. 

"They showed me an order from the police chief allowing 
them to search the house, my office, papers, drawers and 
clothes." 

"My wife, daughters and daughter-in-law were searched 
individually along with my bedroom and bathrooms. They 
did the same at the houses of my sons Abdul Hamid. Abdul 
Ghani and Mohammad." the letter said 

The search went on for two hours until 3:30 im. during 
which time security men overturned everything inside. The 
police then left taking with them all the papers and files in 
the house, including files on social affairs, orphans, people's 
problems and video tapes, the fax said. 

“They arrested my companions. Ali A1 Baghdadi Amer 
Issa and Mahmoud A1 Amari. and took them to Tel A1 Hawa 
prison. They confiscated licensed weapons which were in 
their possession. That was at 3:00 a.m..” the fax. said 

Thursday's attack on a bus school 
carrying Jewish settler chil- Five people were wounded 
dren killed an Israeli soldier in but none of the children was 
a jeep escorting them to hurt. 


U.N. extends 
Libya sanctions 


UNITED NATIONS l AFP) 
— The U.N. Security Council 
on Thursday extended sl\- 
y ear-old sanctions against 
Libya for a further four months 
to press Tripoli to surrender 
two Lockerbie bombing sus- 
pects. 

UN. Security- Council 
President Sir Jeremy 
Greenstock noted thai the 15 
members were formally offer- 
ing to suspend the sanctions as 
soon as Tripoli hands over two 
Libyan suspects for trial in the 
Netherlands. 

Greenstock- the British 
ambassador, and US. charge 
d'affaires Peter Burleigh called 
mi Libya to promptly hand 
over the two suspects wanted 
in connection with the 19SS 
bombing of Pan Am Flight 
103 over Lockerbie. Scotland 
which killed 270 people. 

“We want to see an end to 
this saga, and therefore we 
w'ant to see the suspects deliv- 
ered to the Netherlands for the 
purposes of a trial and then 
there will be suspension of 
sanctions." said Greenstock. 
speaking in his capacity as 
British envoy. 

Greenstock also sought to 
reassure Libya about the trial 
proceedings, after receiving a 
Libyan letter restating Tripoli s 
reservations about new British 
and U.S. proposals for the trial. 

In the letter. Libyan 
Ambassador Abu Zeid Omar 
Dorda stressed that Libya 
would only hand over two for- 
mer intelligence agents. Abdul 
Basset Ali -A! Megrahi and A1 
.Amin Khalifa Fhimah. once 
Libya had received “a positive 
response" regarding three key 
issues. 

The UN. Security Council 
adopted an air embargo against 
Tripoli in 1992 to press for the 
suspects' extradition to Britain 
or the United States. 

In the face of Libyan opposi- 
tion. backed by Arab and non- 
aligned states, Britain and the 


United Stales in August shifted 
their position and agreed to a 
trial in the Netherlands, but 
under Scottish law and with 
Scottishjudges. 

Dorda reaffirmed Libya's 
acceptance of the proposals, 
but reiterated Libya's opposi- 
tion to the suspects serving 
their sentence in Scotland if 
convicted. 

His letter also objected to the 
holding of the trial “in a mili- 
tary facility- or any base avail- 
able for the use of the other 
concerned parties." 

Libya has expressed concern 
that the military base is used by 
American forces, and is wor- 
ried about the possible abduc- 
tion of the suspects once they 
are transferred to the 
Netherlands. 

Dorda finally insisted that 
the Security Council should 
lift, and not only suspend the 
sanctions, once Tripoli has 
complied with the extradition 
demand. 

The Security Council on 
Aug. 27 unanimously voted to 
suspend the UN. sanctions 
imposed on Libya once the 
suspects are delivered to foe 
Netherlands. 

Addressing Libya's con- 
cerns. Greenstodc told 
reporters: “We have provided 
answers to all the questions 
and requests for clarification 
that the Libyans have provid- 
ed." 

He said the accused "should 
have no fears about their 
rights... if they are convicted 
about serving a sentence in the 
Scottish system which is a 
comprehensively fair and just 
system." 

Western diplomats say that 
Tripoli which is demanding 
that the suspects should serve 
any jail sentence in Libya or 
the Netherlands, apparently 
fears that British intelligence 
would have access to the sus- 
pects if they are incarcerated in 
Scotland. 




The Shuttle Discovery’ lifts off the launch pad on Thursday at Kennedy Space 
Center, Florida. Discovery carried a seven-person international crew which will per- 
form several scientific experiments during their nine-day mission ( AFP photo) 


Wye River boosts Israeli 
premier’s poll standings 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — The 
Wye River peace accord with 
the Palestinians boosted 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's stand- 
ing in the polls on Friday, giv- 
ing him up to an 1 1-point lead 
over opposition Labour Party- 
chief Ehod Barak. 

With speculation mounting 
that Netanyahu could call 
elections early next year, a 
survey published by the 
Maariv newspaper found that 
46 per cent of voters would 
back the prime minister for 
reelection, against 35 per cent 
who would support Barak. 

It was Netanyahu's biggest 
lead in the polls since Barak 
took over the Labour Party in 
June 1997 and appeared to 
reflect public support for the 
new peace agreement reached 
between his right-wing gov- 


ernment and the Palestinians 
last week in Washington after 
19 months of peacemaking 
deadlock. 

Under the deal. Israel will 
cede more of the West Bank in 
exchange for tougher 
Palestinian action to curb anti- 
Israel \iolence. 

The Maariv poll showed 
that Netanyahu would fare 
less well if his rival was not 
Barak but former army chief 
of staff Amnon Shahak. a pop- 
ular moderate whom the 
Labour Party has been trying 
to recruit into its ranks since 
he retired from the military 
earlier this year. 

Even though Shahak has yet 
to enter the political ring. 40 
per cent of those queried in the 
poll said they would vote for 
him, compared to 44 per cent 
for Netanyahu, if they were in 


a two-way race for the pre- 
miership. 

A second poll published by 
foe Yediot Aharanot newspa- 
per gave Netanyahu a 45-41 
per cent lead over Barak, a 
finding similar to other sur- 
veys carried out over the past 
10 months. 

The Maariv survey also 
found that 60 per cent of those 
questioned feared that 
Netanyahu would become a 
target of Jewish extremists 
angered by his decision to 
pursue the Oslo, land-for- 
peace process. 

The poll was published 
force years after a religious 
right-wing radical shot and 
killed Labour Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin because of the 
government's policy of 
returning _ land to the 
Palestinians. 


‘Israel of stealing Lebanese soil 


BEIRUT (AP) — After 
accusing Israel of taking its 
water and using south 
Lebanon to test missiles. 
Lebanon is now accusing the 
Jewish state of stealing hs soil 

Parliamentary Speaker 
Nabih Bern sent letters to 
UN. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan and Arab League 
Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid on Thursday 
urging them to intervene to 
stop Israel from allegedly 
stealing top soil from southern 
Lebanon. 

The Beirut newspaper The 

Daily Star reported Monday 


that Israeli trucks were carry- 
ing soil from the AJ Marj area 
in the Israeli-occupied zone to 
northern IsraeL Israeli troops 
and an allied militia occupy a 
strip of south Lebanon as a 
buffer against guerrilla attacks. 

"It was confirmed to us 
recently that Israel is systemat- 
ically scooping hundreds of 
tonnes of soil from A! Marj_. 
and transporting it to the north- 
ern Galilee for its farming 
needs, ' Berri wrote in his let- 
ter. which W3S published by 
the official National News 
Agency on Thursday. 

Beni said foe soil operation 


began two weeks ago and was 
"a violation of all international 
laws and regulations." The 
Daily Star published a photo- 
graph of what it said were two 
Israeli trucks being loaded 
with top soil in A1 Marj. The 
Lebanese soil is said to be 
richer than northern Israel's as 
foe farmland of south Lebanon 
is little cultivated owing to foe 
conflict between Israeli and 
guerrilla forces. 

The Israeli government 
coordinator for south 

Lebanon. Uri Lubrarn. dis- 
missed foe report late 

Thursday. 


Baghdad’s university innovates to survive 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — In the harsh 
economic climate of U.N. sanctions, 
now in their ninth year. Baghdad 
University has turned to innovative 
ventures to pay tor its survival. 

“The university has begun to offer 
its services to the public and private 
sectors in the form of study projects." 
the university 's president. Abdul Ilah 
Khashab. told AFP. 

Each department is offering ser- 
vices according to its speciality, 
which range from architectural 
designs for houses and factories, to 
Translation to management training 
programmes. 

The agriculture department is 
offering to cultivate land and sell the 
harvest and has taken over a plant 
manufacturing milk products, while 


the veterinary faculty will treat ani- 
mals. 

The university's laboratories have 
also become involved in these pro- 
jects. in which both students and 
teachers participate. 

Ten faculties have started offering 
night classes to paying students. 
Khashab said. 

Last year, the university won 350 
contracts, which generated $400,000 
in extra revenue. 

“Eighty per cent of this was allo- 
cated to teachers and 20 per cent 
went into maintenance in certain 
departments.” he said. 

The plunging Iraqi dinar has meant 
that university professors now get 
paid the equivalent of about $10 a 
month. 


This experience “has taught us to 
be less dependent on state funding,'’ 
which has been slashed since U.N. 
sanctions were imposed following 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in 1990, 
Khashab said. 

He said foe university’s laborato- 
ries were dilapidated and were trying 
to operate with faulty equipment, 
since they could not import spare 
parts. 

The university, which was founded 
in 1975. has more than 50.000 stu- 
dents in 2! departments. 

Under the U.N. oii-for-food pro- 
gramme, which began in December 
1996, Iraq is allowed to sell limited 
quantities of crude in return for 
humanitarian supplies. 

Just under $182 million of this rev- 


enue has been allocated to education. 

In September. Education Minister 
Fahd Salem A1 Sharqa said this 
amount was not enough to meet “one 
thousandth" of foe country’s educa- 
tion needs. 

There are about 250.000 students 
in Iraq across 12 universities and 

10.000 teachers. Higher Education 
Minister Abdul Jabbar Tufiq said 
earlier this month. 

He said university professors “can 
no longer participate in international 
scientific conferences” since they 
cannot travel. 

He added that Iraq no longer gives 
scholarships to study abroad, while 
before the embargo it provided 
$50,000 worth of scholarships to 

3.000 students each year. 


Long-haired 
commuters get 
the chop 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Police . 
in the Siberian city of * 
Vladivostok caught - two 
youngsters trying to snip off 
foe waist-length hair of a 
woman on 3 packed tram, 
reported foe ITAR-TASS 
news agency Friday. Their 
impromptu hairdressing was 
no prank, but part of a boom- 
ing business in false hair 
pieces. Local police, said 
more and more unwanted 
haircuts were being reported, 
as culprits take advantage of 
crowded public transport to 
crop long locks and ponytails 
for sale to wig-makers. 

Lottery winner to 4 
give away fortune 

SYDNEY (AFP) — An 
Australian man who won 
$7.4 million in a lottery 
game said Friday he planned 
to give away foe bulk of his 
fortune to those more needy 
than himself. “It’s just too 
much money — what would 
I do with it," he said. TB 
keep maybe a million for 
myself, and the rest Til give 
to people who need it more 
than me.” 

Simpson among 
top catchphrases 

LONDON (AFP) — Bart 
Simpson makes it twice, « 
“The X Files" gets a mention * 
and even Bugs Bunny joins 
in. They're all foe inspiration 
of some of this century’s 
most famous catchphrases. 
According to the prestigious 
Oxford Dictionary of 20fo 
Century Quotations, cartoon 
character Ban's “Eat my 
shorts" has now entered pub- 
lic consciousness along with 
Tm Bart Simpson, who the 
hell are youT He joins the 
likes of Bugs Bunny 
("What's up DocT) and sci- 
fi television series “The X 
Files" with “The truth is out 
foere." 

Diana’s butler 
raises funds 

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Princess Diana's former but- 
ler will run in foe New York 
City Marathon on Sunday to 
raise funds in her memory. 

Paul Burrell is raising money 
for the Diana, Princess of 
Wales Memorial Fund, said 
Paula Turner, a marathon 
spokeswoman. Burrell, has 
travelled widely as fund-rais- 
ing manager for the fund, 
which provides money for 
such charities as the interna- 
tional campaign a gains t land 
mines. Princess Diana died 
last year in a car crash. 

Cruise, Kidman - 
accept ‘substantial’ 
settlement $ 

LONDON (AP) — Tom 
Cruise and Nicole Kidman 
accepted a "substantial" set- 
tlement Thursday from a 
newspaper that reported he 
was gay and their marriage 
was a sham to cover it up- 
Cruise showed up in court to 
hear a public apology from 
Express Newspapers for a 
"highly offensive" article in 
the Ocl 5, 1997. Express on 
Sunday Magazine, which 
also said be was impotent 
and sterile. “I don't take- a 
whole lot of pleasure in 
being here today.” he said 
later. 

Pavarotti recuperates ® 
at Italian spa 

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Luciano Pavarotti is shaping 
up ai an Italian spa near 
Austria. ‘T feel very, very 
well, I was just out to walk 
in foe mountains: 1 just 
returned," he said Thursday 
from Menrno, Italy. ‘TusctL 
a cane. If you walk in-foe/r 
mountains, go up anddOWfo 
you must have foe ’caa£fc?-; 
Rumours of retiremed-- 
swept foe opera world Iast : 
week when Pavarotti --caff-- 
celled three Met appear- j 
ances in November, citing 
more recuperation time - 
needed from hip repkcc^v.- 
ment and knee replaceme^l 
surgery over foe summer- j , 




